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Nantymoel 
paedophile 
( 81 ) receives 
jail term 


A PENSIONER 
paedophile from 
Nantymoel has been 
jailed for three 
years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Clifford Jones (81) of 
Court Colman Street, 
was said by Judge Tom 
Crowther QC to be “sex¬ 
ually fixated on children” 
despite his age. 


Report by AJ 

SICLUNA 


He told Jones: “The 
effect on your victim and 
his family must have 
been considerable”. 

The court heard that 
Jones had convictions for 
22 offences, including 
sexual offences. In 1994, 
he received nine months 


Coed-Y-Mwstwr Hotel 

Coychurch, Bridgend. 

This Sunday 4th August 

11 am to 4pm - Free admission 
Canapes and drinks on arrival 

Live Entertainment 


Wedding T,?(fdSition 

at the Vale Resort, Hensol 

Sunday 1st September 2013 

11 am to 4pm - Entry £2 per person 

_ ^ Professional 

Catwalk 
' ' f . Shows 

■ < 12 noon, 

1.30pm & 3pm 
I Presented by 
Ruth Wignall 

For details visit our website: 
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for committing an act of 
gross indecency with a 
child and indecent 
assault, and four years' 
later, he was given a sus¬ 
pended sentence for 
inciting a child to com¬ 
mit an act of gross inde¬ 
cency. 

In the present case, 
said prosecutor Michael 
Jones, the defendant 
admitted sexually 

assaulting a boy in the 
Nantymoel area. 

The boy got into his 
car where the offence 
occurred. 

When the child went 
home he appeared tired 
and upset and said: 
“Something has hap¬ 
pened.” 

He said Jones had 
touched his leg and said 
“horrid things” to him. 

The victim later told 
the police that Jones sex¬ 
ually attacked him, 
something which had 
caused him to be “fright¬ 
ened to death”. He also 
said he believed Jones 
was going to kill him. 

He added that Jones 
gave him £5 not to tell 
anyone. 

Jones was arrested the 
same day and said: “I 
don’t know what you are 
talking about.” 

Added the prosecutor: 
“He disgracefully tried to 
portray that boy as 
speaking in a sexual 
manner and actually 
blamed him.” 

Owen Williams, for 
Jones, said: “In the past, 
he suffered a tragedy. He 
deserves some credit for 
his guilty plea and he suf¬ 
fers significant ill 
health.” 

A sexual offences pre¬ 
vention order was made 
banning the defendant 
from contact of any kind 
with children under 16 
for life, and he was 
banned from working 
with children. 


Hitting the heights for a local charity! 


Staff and volunteers at KPC Youth undertook a 
sponsored walk challenge to Pen y Fan on July 
28 - SEE EULL STORY ON PAGE 8. 


Health chiefs’ 
apology for 
failings at 
PoW hospital 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


IN a bad week for the NHS in Wales, the 
senior executives at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, issued an apology for 
“poor care” of patients. 

The University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, domi¬ 
nated the national headlines after it was branded 
“dangerous” by the Royal College of Surgeons. 

In Bridgend, chief executive Paul Roberts and 
chairman Andrew Davies issued a public apology on 
the subject of failings at the hospital, and spoke of 
making changes to rectify matters. 

The statement read: Important changes are 
underway at the Princess of Wales Hospital to 
ensure that all patients receive the highest possible 
standard of care we can give. 

While we are confident that the majority of 
patients have a positive experience at the hospital, it 
has become increasingly clear that some patients 
have not received the standard of care which is 
expected of us. 

This situation is plainly not acceptable, and we 
are doing something about it. 

We wish to apologise to the patients and their 
families who have received poor care. We hope that 
we can now offer assurances that significant 
improvements have already been made, and will 
continue to be made in the weeks and months ahead. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 


TWO female shop 
assistants were 
attacked with what 
was believed to be 
pepper spray and 
tied up in a daylight 
robbery in 

Porthcawl yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

South Wales Police 
are appealing for wit¬ 
nesses following the 
robbery at the Clock 
Shop on John Street at 
around 10.10am. 

Three men left the 
store on foot after steal¬ 
ing a large quantity of 
jewellery. Two had fair 
hair and the third had 
dark hair. The men 
spoke in a foreign Ian- 


End of an era 
in Kenfig Hill 

IT will be the end of an era in Kenfig 
Hill when Pat Angell closes the door at 
‘Stitchcraft’, a general haberdashery, 
ladies clothing and mending shop. 

Pat has run the business for 38 years, and she 
told The GEM that many of the period gar¬ 
ments could well be of interest to a collector. 
Pat can be contacted on 01656 740769. 


Armed robbery in John 
Street in broad daylight! 






A CCTV released by the police. 


guage and used broken 
English. Police want to 
hear from anyone who 
may have seen these 
men in Porthcawl on 
Wednesday morning. 

The last sighting of 
the suspects was near 
the Co-op supermarket 


off Church Place, 
Porthcawl. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact Bridgend CID on 
101, or free and anony¬ 
mously via 

Crimestoppers, on 

0800 555111. 




Actor is to 
visit Maesteg. 
(See page 3). 


Bridgend & Porthcawl 
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Stories that show not all 
disabled are "scroungers’ 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes an 
exclusive report 
from Westminster 
for The GEM. 



P ARLIAMENT 
is in recess 
and I am 
home looking for¬ 
ward to focusing on 
local issues, con¬ 
cerns and discus¬ 
sions, which will 
inform the next ses¬ 
sion of Parliament. 

This week started 
with some news that the 
Department of Works 
and Pensions (DWP) has 
been criticised over 
work capability assess¬ 
ments and that additional 
providers are to be 
brought in to carry them 
out. 

An audit found the 
assessment reports to be 
of ‘unacceptably poor 
quality’. 

Like many, I have 
been battling to highlight 
the abuse of local people 
by poor quality assess¬ 
ments. Many have been 
driven to despair and 
desperation by mislead¬ 
ing assessments that fail 
to identify the impact of 
their disability on their 
capacity to cope with 
everyday life. 

It has been a difficult 
climate to work in, as 
many news reports 
focused stories on 
scroungers living off 
‘hand-outs’. I had no 
scroungers coming 
through my door. 

I have had heartbreak¬ 
ing stories - my staff 
have dealt with desper¬ 
ate people, often sob¬ 
bing, as they recounted 
their problems with a 
system that was focused 
on making life so diffi¬ 
cult they would not 
claim the benefits they 
needed, deserved and 
were due because of 
severe levels of disabili¬ 
ty. 


Public opinion had 
turned against people 
with disabilities because 
of a few people conning 
the system. The DWP 
estimates that 0.5 per 
cent of all claims for dis¬ 
ability living allowance 
are fraudulent. 

What is not always 
understood is the high 
cost to taxpayers of the 
poor quality assessment 
system. 

The cost of tribunals 
hearing employment and 
support allowance (ESA) 
appeals alone has trebled 
from £21m in 2009/10 to 
£66m in 2012/13. 

The total number of 
appeals has increased 66 
per cent from 279,000 in 
2009/10 to 465,500 in 
2012/13 and record 
numbers of appeals have 
been successful. 

The misery, cost and 
trauma is caused by a 
failure of the system to 
weed out 0.5 per cent of 
false claims. 

A young man told me 
his sister had finally won 
her appeal and was to 
have almost two years of 
refused benefit paid back 
to her. Her health had 
drastically declined 
because of the strain of 
fighting the system. She 
had often been close to 
giving up. 

He asked me why she 
had been put through 
this trauma when she 
was so ill. Why would 
anyone want to have her 
physical and mental pain 
just to earn a few pounds 
in benefits? 

If she could have her 
health back and the 
chance to live a normal 
life she would give any¬ 
thing for it. 

He ended by saying 
that her entire family 
had suffered during the 
two years as they strug¬ 


gled to help her cope 
financially and emotion¬ 
ally. 

This struggle impacts 
on the wider community, 
often in ways we do not 
realise. A lady stopped 
me in Tesco’s to tell me 
that even though both 
she and her husband 
were working and their 
children doing well, she 
felt nervous about 
spending. With pay 
freezes bringing income 
levels back to 2004/5 
levels, they feared 
unemployment; their 
savings diminished and 
they were struggling as 
bills rise. 

We talked about the 
barrage of negative news 
and the building of anxi¬ 
ety, that on top of the 
struggle to stay finan¬ 
cially solvent rocked 
personal confidence. 

A few days later, a 
piece of research came 
into my inbox from the 
Association of 
Convenience Stores. 

This resonated with a 
conversation I had had 
with the manager of 
Tesco’s. The research 
showed sales down 14 
per cent in local conven¬ 
ience stores in Wales. 

Sales are down 33 per 
cent in local conven¬ 
ience stores across the 
UK so we are not doing 
too badly. The manager 
of Tesco’s had seen a 
similar trend with more 


people doing daily shop¬ 
ping rather than large 
weekly shopping. 

Like the lady who 
stopped me in Tesco’s, 
this reflects careful 
spending, a reluctance to 
do the bigger spending, 
and a need to be careful 
about money. 

What I had not 
expected from the 
research was the profile 
of the local convenience 
store, those local shops 
on the shopping parades 
in estates, in villages, on 
garage forecourts and 
small shops in the high 
street. 

We have one shop per 
988 people in Wales, 
providing 22,502 jobs. 

Owners of conven¬ 
ience stores like many 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) have 
struggled to get finance 
from the major high 
street banks following 
the financial crash in 
2008. 

Without being able to 
borrow, many businesses 
have had to put their 
plans on hold or even 
scale back. This has 
acted as a powerful but 
invisible break on eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

There is an appeals 
process where a bank 
declines an application 
for finance. The appeals 
process has been in 
place since April 2011, 
but is under-used. 


All five major banks; 
RBS, Lloyds, HSBC, 
Barclays and Santander, 
have signed up to the 
scheme. Appeals are 
considered by a new 
member of staff who 
must be separate from 
the original decision¬ 
making process. 

It is clearly needed - 
for the second year run¬ 
ning, 40 per cent of 
decisions to refuse lend¬ 
ing were overturned on 
appeal. Businesses who 
find themselves declined 
finance are encouraged 
to appeal - more infor¬ 
mation is available via 
betterbusinessfinance. co. 
uk/help-support/appeal 
process. 

The recession is tough 
and hitting individuals, 
families and business in 
different ways. I hope 
the new provider of 
work capability assess¬ 
ments will bring some 
fairness and cost savings 
on appeals back into the 
system. I hope SMEs 
will use the appeals 
process when refused a 
loan. 

Meanwhile, sunshine 
had brought people back 
into the shops, if only to 
stock up on barbecue 
equipment and food, 
sunscreen, shorts and 
flip flops. 

Sunshine brings out 
the friendly, hospitable 
side of our personalities. 
Let’s hope the sun stays 
a little longer and that 
you are not reading this 
article with the rain and 
wind battering your win¬ 
dow pane. 

As a final cheerful 
thought, I had my first 
three adverts for 
Christmas events pop 
into my inbox this week! 


I READERS’ 
I LETTERS 


‘Please help us save the carnival!’ 


W E have 

just com¬ 
pleted 

another successful 
carnival in raising 
funds for local 
causes and commu¬ 
nity groups. 


The objective of the 
Buckaneers is to involve 
the community in local 
fundraising activities at 
the same time as provid¬ 
ing entertainment and 
enjoyment for those who 
wish to participate. Over 
the years, we have raised 
thousands of pounds 


which has assisted may 
local groups and organi¬ 
sations. 

This event is in jeop¬ 
ardy and unlikely to con¬ 
tinue next year. W^e have, 
over the years, initiated 
systems that would assist 
in easing the workload. 

We encouraged local 


Grim threat to our wildlife 


R ecently (and for the 
first time ever) 25 of the 
UK’s leading wildlife 
organisations joined forces to 
undertake a headcount of nature 
and discover just how under 
threat it is. 

The ‘State of Nature’ report con¬ 
firms our worst fears, that our wildlife 
is declining at an alarming rate. 

In the last 50 years, 60 per cent of 
the species monitored have declined, 
over half of them substantially. 

One in 10 species is under threat of 
extinction; hedgehogs have declined 
by around a third since the millenni¬ 
um; the small tortoiseshell butterfly 
has declined by 77 per cent in the last 
ten years and turtle doves have 
declined by 93 per cent since 1970. 

Losses of European eel have been 
so great that it is considered at 


extremely high risk of extinction 
globally; UK bird populations are 
down by 44 million since the 1960s; 
and we have lost 98 per cent of our 
wildflower meadows since the 1950s. 

I strongly believe that this ground¬ 
breaking report cannot and must not 
be ignored. To just file it away on 
some dusty governmental shelf would 
be a crime against the natural world 
itself. 

We all have a duty to act on its 
grim findings. Everyone must play 
their role in reversing this downward 
spiral; individuals, communities, busi¬ 
nesses, farmers and charities all need 
to work together to help save the 
nature of Britain, to finally stand up 
for our wildlife. 

Councillor Rob Curtis, Barry 

(Biodiversity Champion for the 
Vale of Glamorgan) 


groups to assist us on 
our fundraising activities 
and to assist on carnival 
day. 

This had proved suc¬ 
cessful, but, over the last 
two years, the groups 
have failed to encourage 
their members to partici¬ 
pate. The lack of com¬ 
mitment to volunteer to 
help will result in this 
being the last year of the 
carnival. 

We are asking mem¬ 


bers of the community to 
come forward; some of 
the work on carnival day 
is physically demanding. 

Please attend the car¬ 
nival meeting at 8pm on 
Thursday, September 19, 
at the Hi Tide Inn, 
Porthcawl, when the 
future of the Buckaneers 
Carnival will be decided. 
Kerry Marlow, 
Porthcawl 
(Carnival 
Co-ordinator) 


Inquiry is needed 


I WAS saddened to 
learn in the press 
of just how dan¬ 
gerous the University 
Hospital of Wales has 
now become! 

In this latest news, 
surgeons say services at 
the Heath (UHW) are 
poor in quality and dan¬ 
gerous, and heart 
patients are dying regu¬ 
larly. 

This is bad news and 
extremely damning. The 
Royal College of 
Surgeons (RCS) has said 


that the UHW is in a 
dangerous state and 
mounting pressures are 
making it difficult and 
increasing risk for 
patients. 

I really think it is now 
time that the Eirst 
Minister and his Labour 
Ministers apologised and 
ordered an immediate 
public inquiry into this 
situation as this is the 
Welsh equivalent of the 
Mid Staffs crisis. 

Conn Richard Berlin, 
Independent, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 


£69,000 grant is 
given to enshrine 
digital heritage 


A £69,600 GRANT 
from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund will 
enable Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) to 
improve accessibili¬ 
ty to the county’s 
rich heritage, 
through the cre¬ 
ation of six her¬ 
itage-themed hubs. 

Bridgend’s rural and 
industrial heritage will 
now be digitally 
enshrined for future 
generations and will 
become more accessible 
to a wider audience. 

Jennifer Stewart, 
head of the Heritage 
Lottery Eund in Wales, 
said; “Erom the coal 
mining heritage of 
Ogmore Vale to the cas¬ 
tles of Bridgend and 
Coity, this project cre¬ 
ates a fusion of past and 
present by bringing her¬ 
itage into the digital era 
and has the potential to 
bring significant bene¬ 
fits. 

“As one of the 
Heritage Lottery Eund’s 
Priority Development 
Areas in Wales, 
Bridgend offers a rich 
past that can now be 
appreciated by diverse 
audiences who want to 
learn more.” 

In addition to the cre¬ 
ation of digital hubs, the 
project will also look to 
create online knowledge 
sharing spaces for local 
community groups and 
businesses and will pro¬ 
vide skills training for 
volunteers involved in 
digital projects at each 
hub, with plans to pro¬ 
vide training for at least 
18 volunteers to develop 
skills in digital manage¬ 
ment. 

New digital tools to 
be introduced as part of 
the project will also pro- 


Quiz 

League 

teasers 

HERE are the teasers for 
this week: 

1 Which Scottish city 
lies on the rivers Don and 
Dee? 

2 What type of animal 
is a Kudo? 

3 The Hungarian 
Grand Prix was the 
venue for the first GP 
win of the 2013 season 
for which driver? 

4 Which scientist for¬ 
mulated the law of 
motion that “To every 
action there is always 
opposed an equal reac¬ 
tion?” 

A Rudge 
(for Quiz League) 
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vide educational oppor¬ 
tunities, with the cre¬ 
ation of a film about the 
life of Dr Richard Price 
and the creation of 
downloadable audio 
guides at the castles of 
Bridgend, Ogmore Vale, 
Parc Tondu and Bedford 
Park. 

Local heritage and 
history groups have 
welcomed the project, 
with over 40 heritage 
organisations being 
involved in the project 
so far and have offered 
their support by leading 
community meetings 
with local residents so 
that they will have the 


opportunity to have 
their say on plans and 
ideas for each of the 
digital hubs created. 

Coun David Sage, 
Deputy Leader 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, said: 
“This project provides 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough with an opportuni¬ 
ty to safeguard our her¬ 
itage in a unique and 
innovative way, and will 
enable us to manage its 
preservation so that 
future generations of 
local people and tourists 
alike can enjoy experi¬ 
encing our vibrant cul¬ 
ture and rich history.” 


End of an era 
for members of 
Porthcawl USA 


THE screen showed 
a picture of a won¬ 
derful stone house 
built into a low 
landscape of 

ancient sand dunes 
close to the sea. It 
had rebuffed count¬ 
less storms and the 
flat surrounding 
area is tree-less and 
remote. 

No, not the ‘Rest’ at 
Rest Bay, Porthcawl - 
but the world-famous 
Neolithic stone ‘village’ 
house of Skara Brae at 
Bay o’ Skaill on the Isle 
of Orkney. 

During a ferocious 
storm in 1850, the grass 
and sand covering this 
pristine building of eight 
small, linked houses was 
blown away revealing an 
advanced dwelling for 
its day and that ‘day’ was 
more than 5,000 years 
ago. 

This was the start of 
an interesting and 
colourful journey 
through Orkney and 
Orcadian history at 
Porthcawl U3A by U3A 
convener and July 
speaker Elizabeth 
Bower. 

Orkney, known as 


Arcaibh in Gaelic, is 
found 14 miles north of 
Scotland across the 
fierce Pentland Eirth and 
consists of 70 islands of 
which only 20 are inhab¬ 
ited today. Kirkwall, the 
capital city, has a popu¬ 
lation only half that of 
Porthcawl and was 
founded by the Vikings, 
1,000 years ago. 

Known around the 
world, Scapa Plow was 
the Royal Navy’s 
famous northern base in 
both world wars and its 
greatest tragedy was the 
sinking of the battleship 
HMS Royal Oak with 
the loss of 833 sailors 
and boys. 

Having had five mem¬ 
bers of her family serv¬ 
ing at the base during the 
last war, Elizabeth 
described her visit to 
Orkney as a dream come 
true and her talk 
revealed a great personal 
affection for its fascinat¬ 
ing history and culture. 

A most enthralling 
and historic talk for 
Porthcawl U3A mem¬ 
bers as it was sadly their 
last monthly talk at the 
Rest, owing to its lamen¬ 
table closure. 

GARY VICTOR 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL AUGUST 8) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

OlThur 

02.14 

7.6 

14.55 

7.5 

02 Fri 

03.36 

7.4 

16.12 

7.6 

03 Sat 

04.44 

7.7 

17.11 

8.1 

04 Sun 

05.36 

8.2 

17.57 

8.5 

05 Mon 

06.24 

8.6 

18.41 

8.9 

06 Tues 

07.02 

9.0 

19.17 

9.2 

07 Wed 

07.37 

9.1 

19.53 

9.4 

OSThur 

08.11 

9.3 

20.22 

9.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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Prevention order 
confusion as 
man discharged 


A BRIDGEND man who 
breached a sexual offences 
prevention order, has been 
given an absolute dis¬ 
charge at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Nigel Morgan, 41, of Long 
Acre had been convicted of the 
offence at Bridgend Magistrates 
and had been committed to the 
Crown Court for sentence. 

The order was imposed in May 
2009 when Morgan received 51 
months for sexual offences 


against a girl. Judge Daniel 
Williams ruled that the original 
order was defective. It specified 
that Morgan was to have no con¬ 
tact with children under 18, but it 
should have been under-16. 

The order also specified he was 
not to live in a house where there 
was a child under 18, not to have 
a child under 18 in his house, and 
he must not enter any house 
where children under 18 resided. 

In addition, said prosecutor 
David Thomas, the order stipulat¬ 
ed he was not to have unsuper¬ 


vised contact with a child under 
18, unless an appropriate adult 
was present. 

Mr Thomas said that Morgan 
had breached the order by having 
contact with a child who is actual¬ 
ly under 16. 

There was no suggestion any¬ 
thing inappropriate occurred. 

For the offence, he was given 
an absolute discharge and the 
judge amended the order to refer 
to a child under 16. 

AJ SICLUNA 


John Rhys-Davies 
is ^Coming Home’ 
for charity event 


WORLD famous 
Welsh actor John 
Rhys-Davies is to 
appear at a Q & A 
charity event in 
Maesteg Town Hall 
on Friday, August 
15, at 7pm. 

He shot to fame in 
1980, when he starred 
with Richard 
Chamberlain in the hit 
TV mini-series Shogun. 

Since then he’s 
racked up an impressive 
list of credits, including 
roles in The Lord of the 
Rings trilogy, the 
Indiana Jones’ films. 

The Untouchables and 
The Living Daylights. 

John will be in 
Wales, filming the 
BBC Wales’ programme 
‘Coming Home’ which 
will explore his Welsh 
roots. 

He agreed to take 
part in the Q & A event 
to support a local chari- 


RIGHT: 
One of the most 
familiar faces in 
film and television, 
Welshman John 
Rhys-Davies. 
ty, the Llangynwyd 
Conununity 
Association, which is 
raising funds to help 
members renovate their 
new village hall after 
the previous structure 
burned down 13 years 
ago. 

A spokeswoman for 
the event told The 
GEM: “The Q&A ses¬ 
sion will be a rare 
opportunity to interact 
with the acclaimed 
actor. 

“With a career span¬ 
ning almost 50 years 
and major roles in 
Indiana Jones, 007, and 
Lord of the Rings fran¬ 
chises, he is also 
remembered for his 
Emmy nominated role 
in Shogun, and the iras- 


Council staff 
support for 
the chari-tea! 

HOMEMADE cakes and savouries helped 
BCBC workers raise £254 for Breast Cancer 
Care, when they snapped up treats and 
donated to charity - as part of a ‘Strawberry 
Tea’ in the council’s Ravens Court offices in 
Bridgend town centre during a lunch break. 

The fundraiser followed news that more 
than £82,000 has been generously donated to 
around 70 different charities and good causes 
by council employees over the last 12 years. 


Would you like an honest, reliably 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home.l 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. o 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 



WWW. 

timeforyou 

.co.uk 



cible Professor Arturo 
in Sliders. 


“Younger viewers 
will recall his villainous 
viscount in Princess 
Diaries 2, and older 
members may recall 
him in Budgie, I 
Claudius, and The 
Naked Civil Servant - 


so there will be plenty 
to discuss!” 

There will be the 
chance to have a photo 
taken with John at 7pm, 
followed at 7.30pm by 
the Q & A session, and 
an opportunity for auto¬ 
graphs at the end. 

There will be a small 
charge for photos and 
autographs, but all the 
proceeds will go to 
Llangynwyd 
Community 
Association. 

For tickets, ring 
01656 733269 or 
07790 314 883. For 
more information on the 
event, contact Lesley 
Grantham-Brooks at 
lesley@miradorconsul- 
tants.co.uk or phone 
Lesley on 01656 730 
185. 


‘Taste Town answer 
to food miles’ 


A REGIONAL AM, 
Suzy Davies, was 
present at the Royal 
Welsh Show when 
the Welsh 

Conservatives 
launched their Taste 
Town Wales initia¬ 
tive. 

“This is a new venture 
which aims to bring food 
producers and local 
retailers, hoteliers and 
hospitality businesses 
together, so that they pro¬ 
mote the produce from 
their own locality. 

“This will support 
jobs within the communi¬ 
ty, encourage the eating 
of food in season, and 
also support tourism,” 
she said. 


“I hope we can create 
a network of Taste Towns 
across Wales, where 
locals come together to 
support local farmers 
and market gardeners by 
ensuring that their prod¬ 
ucts are prominently dis¬ 
played and promoted by 
the shops, restaurants, 
hotels and cafes. 

“This is the answer to 
food miles. It makes 
sense to buy meat and 
other products which 
come from just a few 
miles away rather than 
see food brought half 
way around the world. 

“It is already being 
tried in Llanwrytyd Wells 
and we hope that other 
towns will follow their 
example.” 


HEALTH CALL 

BRIDGEND’S Stronger in Partnership 
mental health board is inviting individu¬ 
als and carers to become involved with the 
Local Planning Board for mental health, 
with opportunities to be a representative, 
regionally and nationally. 

For full details, call Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO), T: 01656 810400 
or visit the vacancies section of www.bavo.org.uk. 


STARS CELEBRATE LOCAL 
SCHOOL PUPILS’ SUCCESS 



ABOVE: Back row left to right - Mrs Clint headmistress, Ashford Thomas, Rhys Webb, 
David Mahoney. Front row. Jack Honeywell and Grace Isaac . 


AN Ospreys rugby player 
and a member of Only Men 
Aloud have helped a local 
school to celebrate the suc¬ 
cess of its pupils. 

Rhys Webb, who plays scrum 
half for the Ospreys, and David 
Mahoney, a tenor with Only Men 
Aloud, recently attended St John’s 
School in Porthcawl for its annual 
prizegiving ceremony. 

Prizes were awarded to pupils 
from across the school’s year 
groups for academic success, as 
well as sporting achievements, 
musical abilities, and good citi¬ 
zenship. 

Mrs Clint, the headmistress, 
said: “We were delighted that 
Rhys and David were both able to 


join us and celebrate our pupils’ 
success. 

“We have many students who 
are interested in sports and music, 
so it was good for them to see two 
people who have been successful 
in these particular careers. It was 
definitely a great way to end the 
school year and I’m sure our stu¬ 
dents will keep their photos with 
David and Rhys for years to 
come.” 

Rhys, who is from Bridgend, 
was a member of the age grade 
set- up in the Ospreys region, win¬ 
ning the Reebok Regional 
Championship trophy with the 
Ospreys 2005-2006 season. He 
has represented Wales at under- 
16s, 18s, 19s and 20s levels, and 
was also a member of the squad 


that won the Rugby World Cup 
Sevens in Dubai in 2009. He 
made his full international debut 
for Wales in March 2012 against 
Italy, and later toured Australia. 

He said: “It was a great experi¬ 
ence to present the pupils of St 
John’s Porthcawl with the tro¬ 
phies. It was a really enjoyable 
afternoon and the school definite¬ 
ly has some talented individuals, 
academically, musically and in 
sport.” 

David Mahoney, has been a 
member of the classical Brit 
Award-winning Welsh group. 
Only Men Aloud, since 2009. 

He has toured with Only Men 
Aloud throughout the UK and 
America and they have released 
three successful albums. 


/ 


Brackla in Bloom 
2013 





Tb9 ann^ial compatthon lake place again this year 
Judging will take place in July, by invitailiona lo aAend 

preeentalion afternoon on 

Saiurday 21 * September at Brackla Community Centre 


Prizes for the fdllonMng caiegohes: 


^ Bast Irom garden or a garden vtawable from the front 
^ Bast floerar hanging baskets 

^ Best floerer pleniers4lubsAAiindow boxes 

1"*. 2^ end 3^ prizes lor ail cetegones 

tf you woukS Ike lo make a formal entry, please send a letler or 
email, together vnm a photograph to the foUotMing address: 

Clerk of the Council, Brackla Convnumry Council, Oo Oak Tree 
Surgery. Wfoitethom Drive, Brackla CF31 2PQ 

clark^bracklaoommunityoounai gov.uk 


•y,* • yg* •cl* • -.I* 

Sponaored by Brackla Comnnunlty CouncU 

aupportiog and pfonnoang your community 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Meals on 

Wheels 

I WAS given a great 
experience when I 
was taken for a tour 
of the construction 
site at the new 
Ynysawdre compre¬ 
hensive school, which 
has been given the 
title of ‘Y Dderwen’ 
by the pupils in a 
‘name your school’ 
competition. 

This exciting new 
building is not just meant 
to be a school which 30 
per cent of the time is not 
in use. It’s intended to be 
at the hub of the commu¬ 
nity. 

I was told that the edu¬ 
cation authority’s cater¬ 
ing department would 
now be based in this new 
building. The present 
catering department has 
won awards in Wales and 
the United Kingdom. 

A few years back, I 
was involved in writing 
articles about Meals on 
Wheels: At that time, it 
was proposed that frozen 
meals be delivered once 
a week and recipients 
cook them in a 
microwave. 

There were a number 
of factors against this 
proposal - would the 
recipient be physically 
and mentally capable of 


this task? Also they 

would be denied the 
opportunity of having a 
chat with someone, and 
could become complete¬ 
ly isolated. 

In their new magnifi¬ 
cent facilities, the depart¬ 
ment will not only pro¬ 
vide meals to schools in 
the area, but will also 
cook meals for the meals 
on wheels service. 

With this proposal, it 
is hoped the service will 
be guaranteed for the 
foreseeable future. 

School 

a’wards 

TYNYRHEOL 
Primary School head¬ 
teacher Martin 

Griffiths has congratu¬ 
lated pupils for their 
endeavour during the 
summer term, includ¬ 
ing Laine Woodcock, 
won the Mike Meredith 
award for creative writ¬ 
ing. 

Mike had been chair 
of governors for a num¬ 
ber of years, and his fore¬ 
thought had been demon¬ 
strated when he organ¬ 
ised financial donations 
to the school. 

This enabled it to be at 
the forefront of IT tech¬ 
nology - Tynyrheol was 
one of the first schools in 
the Bridgend area to have 
its own computer suite, 
not only for use by pupils 
but also by parents. 


Mike, unfortunately, 

passed away last year 
and he was so well 
thought of that it was 
decided to remember him 
with a permanent award 
by the school. 

His wife kindly 
offered to attend the 
school and present the 
award to Laine 
Woodcock, who will 
have his name engraved 
on the shield. 

There is also a presen¬ 
tation at the school each 
term of a book, donated 
by the Friends of the 
school, to pupils whose 
reading has most 
improved. 

This term they were: 
Emma Jones, class 1, 
who received the Disney 
Storybook collection; 
Darcey Bater, class 2, 
presented with the ‘First 
Children’s 
Encyclopaedia; and 
Kirsten McCann, class 3, 
presented with a chil¬ 
dren’s internet-linked 
Illustrated encyclopae¬ 
dia. 

Maths task 

FOUR year-9 pupils at 
B r y n t e g 
Comprehensive School 
(above) recently took 
part in a national math¬ 
ematics competition 
and reached the flnals. 

In the heats they had 
had to solve two difficult 
mathematical problems 





Brynteg’s maths pupils. 

and then present the targeted appeal of £3 
results in a comical form, million. 

In the finals they had He will be trekking 
been given a financial from Burry Port setting 
based problem, had to off on August 6, arriving 
design a poster highlight- in Cardiff Bay on August 
ing the problem, and ere- 8. 
ate a Power Point presen- The choir will lead the 
tation. singing at the wedding of 

The four girls, Ceri Sophie Rice and 
Jones, Carys Sheard, Matthew Pearce in St 
Gabriella Wilde and Mary’s Catholic Church 
Emily Williams did not at 12.30pm the same day. 
win, but represented the School 
school with distinction. -■ 

Doiiblp datp leavers 

, I WAS invited to attend 
BRIDGEND Male 

Choir will provide the at 

pre-dinner entertain- ^ondn Primary School 
ment, at the cuhmna- before children leave to 
tion of ‘Beefy^s Welsh , comprehensive 
the Vale 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TFL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



This is an emotional 


Walk’ 

Resort Hotel, Hensol, 
on Thnrsday, August 8. 

The evening will see 
the end of the three-day 

sponsored walk along the in front of their par- 
Wales coastal path by Sir 

Tow RntTiotw » 

The assembly was 


Ian Botham. 

based" on“the'''vTrtues"rf 

NSPCC Wales attain its 


eating a wholesome vari¬ 
ety of foods, and each 
pupil represented a veg¬ 
etable, and the song they 
sang proclaimed the 
value of a diet which 
involved the vegetable as 
being a staple form in 
their menu. 

They will be in the 
first intake at ‘Y 
Dderwen’, the new 
Ynysawdre comprehen¬ 
sive school. 

Horeb Chapel 

THF Nantymoel chapel 
members are organis¬ 
ing an interesting event 
on Friday, August 2 
from 4.30pm-6.30pm 
for children aged 5 to 
11 . 

It will be holiday 
Bible club with a differ¬ 
ence; the children will be 
encouraged to become 
junior secret agents 
engaged on a special 
mission to discover clues 
about the King of Kings. 


The mission starts 
with a mystery, a caravan 
of wise men arrive in 
Bethlehem to discover 
this new born King. 

It will be the chil¬ 
dren’s task as secret 
agent investigators to 
solve the mystery. 

The children will also 
enjoy crafts and games in 
which they receive prizes 
and snacks. 

Swimming 

ADULTS can join their 
children in a free swim¬ 
ming session on Fridays 
at Bridgend recreation 
centre from 4pm- 
5.15pm; Maesteg swim¬ 
ming pool from 4pm- 
5pm; Ynysawdre swim¬ 
ming pool 5.30pm- 
6.30pm. 

Betty’s 80 th 

BETTY SAMUELS of 
Ynysawdre will be cele¬ 
brating her 80th birth¬ 
day on Tuesday, August 
6 . 


at their home. Factory 
House, Blackmill, a 
charity tea party was 
held on Ihesday, July 
16. 

As usual, there were 
cakes, sandwiches and 
savouries and other items 
for sale, with raffles. 

The society’s chosen 
charity this year is ‘The 
Boys and Girls Clubs in 
the Ogmore Valley’ and 
the total amount raised 
by the event was a won¬ 
derful £1,570. 

Volunteers 

required 

BRIDGEND Food 

Bank is looking for help 
on Saturday, August 3. 

Telephone 01656 

858713, or e-mail biid- 
gendfoodbank® aol.com. 
It would also welcome 
donations of 1 kg bags of 
sugar, 1 litre cartons 
UHT milk, 300gm mixed 
vegetables, sponge pud¬ 
dings. 


Bridgend bridge club 


THE results for Bridgend 
Bridge Club for recent events 
are: 

Wednesday, July 26: first, Mel 
Humphries and Glyn Williams, second 
Mike Best and Roger Penton, third 
Ann Fox and Steve Burgoyne. 

Friday, July 26: First, Liam 
Sheridan and Alan Williams, second 
Graham Jones and Irene Thoms, third 
John Evans and Steve Burgoyne. 

The best placed improvers for 
Thursday, July 25 were Sue Hunt and 
Marilyn Jones. 

In addition to the regular club 


nights on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
Nolton Church Hall at 7pm, to which 
all bridge players are welcome, on 
Thursdays from 2pm-5pm, also at 
Nolton Church Hall, there are gentle 
bridge sessions primarily for the less 
experienced and where assistance is 
available. 

In the autumn, lessons for beginners 
will resume; to register an interest 
please contact Steve Burgoyne 
(01656 661968), John Evans (01656 
880372) or David Newman (01656 
649138), any of whom will welcome 
your call. 

DN 



Tel: 01446 771660 
Mob: 07854 125404 

Rkhard Couz>ns 


MACHINERY LTD 

Up to 

£100 Cash Back 

continued offer 
on Hondo Mowers. 
Limited number only. 

3 -7 years warranty. 
Unique Offer 
only at Richard 
Couzens. 

Cash Paid for 
Old Mowers 



YOUR 
CHANCE TO 

WIN 

THIS 
MOWER! 


(Worth £530) 


SERVICE • SALES • SPARES 


SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 

Look closely at the two pictures of 
Honda mowers to the right and spot 
the one difference between the two. 
Highlight the mistake and send your 
completed entry to Richard Couzens 
at the address beiow. 

Closing date 16th Sept 2013. 
Winner will be notified by phone. 



Name . 
Address 


I Tel. No.Email 


Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 

www.richardcouzens.co.uk 


Three dads plan 
to tackle 13,000ft 
skydive for charity 



SKYDIVING trio 
Luke Ellis, Matt 
Kenward and 
Craig Piper are 
going to leap 
13,000ft from a 
plane, for ADHD 
Bridgend. 

The three dads want 
to raise awareness and 
funds for ADHD fami¬ 
lies in the borough. 

They will be jump¬ 
ing from an aircraft in 
a tandem parachute 
stunt at Swansea air- 
Held on August 24 and 
are seeking sponsor¬ 
ship from friends, col¬ 
leagues and the public. 


Mrs Zoe Piper, 
Hnancial officer and 
vice chair of the group 
said; “Skydiving 4 
ADHD is certainly 
brave and people are 
very welcome to show 
their support by click¬ 
ing the donate button 
on to our website 
ADHDBridgend.org. 

“The site was estab¬ 
lished to provide 
much-needed support 
available for families, 
and adults in Bridgend 
who want confidential, 
peer to peer support 
with issues around 
ADHD. 

“Details of our 


meetings can be found 
there, as well as infor¬ 
mation and access to 
our well-used 
Facebook family and 
separate adult support 
groups.” 

Conn Luke Ellis, 
Pyle ward member 
added: “Matt, Craig 
and myself decided to 
show our commitment 
to raising awareness of 
ADHD in Bridgend in 
a way which matches 
ADHD Bridgend’s two 
core values, which are 
‘Doing Something 
Different 4 ADHD’ 
and our support group 
motto of ‘You are not 
alone’. 

“When Zoe came up 
with the idea, it fitted 
both of these themes 
and we all decided to 
Skydive 4 ADHD. To 
donate or to find out 
more about ADHD 
Bridgend you can log 
on now to adhdbrid- 
gend.org <http://adhd- 
bridgend.org> or find 
Matt, Craig or myself 
on Facebook.” 


Summer reading 

CHILDREN visiting any of the Bridgend 
borough’s libraries during the six-week 
holidays are invited to join a thrilling 
adventure through the Creepy House’s 
‘Awful Upstairs’, ‘Gruesome Ground 
Floor’and ‘Spine-tingling Cellar’. 

They will discover the house’s spooky secrets and 
meet ‘residents ’ by reading six library books. 


Charity 
tea party 

ORGANISED by 
Ogmore Valley Ladies 
Society and hosted by 
Lydia and Clive Davies 


Cream tea 

ST Bride’s Church, 
Llansantffraid will hold 
a cream tea on 
Saturday, August 10 at 
2.30pm; £4 per person. 


Family fun 
at Bryngar’w 



Cheesy peasants (supplied by 
Claire Cousin Photography). 


BRYNGARW 
House and Country 
Park in Brynmenyn 
Bridgend welcomes 
back the annual 
free event music in 
the park...with a 
twist throughout 
August from 3pm - 
5pm. There will 
also be two charac¬ 
ters offering a dif¬ 
ferent show each 
week to entertain 
the children. 

On Sunday, August 4, 
acoustic duo New 


Druids will perform 
classic and contempo¬ 
rary covers with a folk 
twist. 

The entertainment 
show will be the ‘cheesy 
peasants’ characters to 
provide fun-filled activi¬ 
ties for children to take 
part in. 

On Wednesday 
August 7, a mini beast 
themed workshop, led by 
artist Emily Soord, is 
taking place in the visi¬ 
tor centre at 11am, 
12.30pm or 2pm. 

Contact 01656 
815995 or www.grand 
pavilion.co.uk. 
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AM WELCOMES 
SUPERMARKET 
PLANS AFTER 
‘FALSE START’ 


NEWS that two major super¬ 
market chains are interested 
in developing the Salt Lake 
site in Porthcawl, was wel¬ 
comed last week by shadow 
Welsh regeneration minister, 
Byron Davies AM, but said it 
was essential work proceed as 
quickly as possible, as the 
scheme had been in limbo for 
years. 

“I have no preferences for any 
particular supermarket chain to 
move into Porthcawl. I am only 
concerned about the robustness of 
the bid and the quality of the 
scheme they are proposing. 

“I understand that the council 
has chosen Morrisons as the pre¬ 
ferred bidder after going through a 
scoring system. 

“I hope that after the false start 
with Tesco, we are finally reaching 
a position where this land can be 
developed and the Porthcawl 
regeneration scheme kick started.” 

Fellow Welsh Conservative AM 
Suzy Davies commented that, while 
a supermarket development “was¬ 
n’t the most imaginative way for¬ 
ward”, at least some steps had 


been taken to move on from the 
Tesco fiop. 

But she remains worried by 
news that the infrastructure work 
is going to cost £lm more than 
originally stated, now hitting 
£5.7m. 

This means that the sale price of 
the land to Morrisons would have 
to cover that cost, plus the money 
needed to buy out the interests of 
the Evans families. 

She said: “You have to wonder 
how this project was originally 
costed. The agreement with the 
Evans families now has to be rene¬ 
gotiated and I also understand that 
the terms of this revised agreement 
are likely to be kept secret so coun¬ 
cil taxpayers in Bridgend will 
never know what’s going on. 

“The sale price to Morrisons 
needs, in my opinion, to be at least 
£12m to cover the £5.7m cost of 
putting in the infrastructure, the 
£1.8m needed for work to the har¬ 
bour and also the £5m which was 
the previously agreed figure for the 
Evans’s. 

“That figure could, of course, 
change,” she added. 


Latest news from the 
Porthcawl bridge club 


THIS past week 
has seen the end of 
the spring three 
month ladder com¬ 
petition, in which 
players’ best eight 
scores over the 13 
week period deter¬ 
mine their final 
league ranking. 

League 1: winner - 
Tony Haworth; second - 
P Bennett; third - Trish 
Saunders. 


QUIZ 

LEAGUE 

POSERS 

HERE are the spe¬ 
cials for this week: 

1. Which Greek 
philospher, known as the 
‘Cynic’, is famous for 
living in a barrel? 

2. “I don’t want to 
achieve immortality 
through my work - I 
want to achieve it 
through not dying,” are 
the words of which 
American entertainer? 

3. Alan Mullery, 
Micky Adams and Steve 
Coppell have all man¬ 
aged which football 
club? 

4. Who is the last US 
president to have seen 
active service during 
World War Two when he 
was a navy pilot? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 


■joiuds ijsng dSdOdQ p 
■uoiqjY 
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League 2: winner - 
Eileen Mahoney (£15); 
second - Jean Hughes 
(£10); third - Connie 
Dick (£5) (all promoted 
to League 1). 

League 3: winner - 
Gwen Thomas (£15); 
second - Roger Draper 
(£10); third - Margaret 
Harris (£5) (all promot¬ 
ed to League 2). 

Other results as fol¬ 
lows: 

Saturday, July 6 - 
first - Terry Dolan and 
Kate Craven; second - 
Maurice and Margaret 
Harris. Monday, July 8 

- first - Peter and 
Sandie Jenkins; second 

- Roger Plant and Terry 
Dolan. Thursday, July 

11 - first - first - Marie 
Hartland and Gwen 
Thomas; second - Keith 
Davison and Eileen 
Mahoney. 


Saturday, July 13 - 
first - Terry Dolan and 
Kate Craven; second - 
Trish Saunders and 
Janet Richards. 

Monday, July 15 - first 
- Gary Williams and 
Tony Haworth; second - 
Sue Anthony and Dil 
Evans. Thursday, July 
18 - first - Gary 
Williams and Pat 
Haworth; second - .John 
Cobby and Tony 
Haworth. 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the 
Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel, 7pm - 10.15pm. 

Visitors welcome at 
any time; to contact the 
club, call our secretary 
Trish on 01656 785794. 

TH 


Local disabled 
anglers 
celebrate 10 
years of 
partnership 



Court David Sage and Maureen Smith with 
Anthony Grijfiths, a member of the group of 
disabled fishermen who enjoy regular trips to 
the waterside near Treoes. 


A BRIDGEND proj¬ 
ect is celebrating 10 
years of helping 
local disabled peo¬ 
ple to take up fish¬ 
ing as a pastime. 

BCBC’s community 
service team formed a 
partnership with the 
Glamorgan Anglers 
Club, when back in 
2003, a request was 
made for the team to 
assist a disabled resi¬ 
dent with his rehabilita¬ 
tion and provide valu¬ 
able respite for his fami¬ 
ly by helping him to take 
part in the sport of fish¬ 
ing. 

The team joined 
forces with the 
Glamorgan Anglers 
Club, and a group of 
men with disabilities 
soon enjoyed fishing 
trips to a lake near 
Treoes and the club. 

Thery have since 
made a number of adap¬ 
tations over the years to 
the lakeside, to make it 
among the best in Wales 
for disabled access. 

The group still fish there 


twice a week. 

Regular competitions 
are also held, and 
BCBC’s deputy leader, 
Coun David Sage, visit¬ 
ed them on their latest 
competition day. 

A keen fisherman, he 
said: “As anyone who 
enjoys fishing knows, it 
is one of the most relax¬ 
ing sports and spending 
a day out socialising by 
the waterside has huge 
health and wellbeing 
benefits. 

“Fishing is a sport 
that everyone can take 
part in, regardless of 
their age and any dis¬ 
abilities, and I can see 
why the men have 
enjoyed coming here for 
so many years. 

“This initiative was 
set up by Maureen Smith 
and Amanda Joseph, 
and they deserve a lot of 
credit for the fact that 
the project is going from 
strength-to-strength 
after 10 years and is 
clearly very dear to 
everyone who is 
involved. ” 


Who wants to build what and where? 


Mr W Howells - Baiden Farm, 
Ffordd y Gyfraith, Cefn 
Cribwr, Bridgend - install a 
24.8m high llkw wind turbine to 
provide electricity to the farm 
and home buildings. 

Nathaniel Car Sales - Nathaniel 
House, David Street, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend - 
covered hand car wash within 
site of Nathaniel Car Sales. 

Mrs Lindsay Lewis - 26 
Llangewydd Road, Bridgend - 
extension over existing single 
storey structure at side of proper¬ 
ty. 

Used Crushers Ltd - land off 
Village Farm Road, Village 
Farm Industrial Estate, Pyle - 

change of use of land from 
vacant land to external storage of 
machinery. 

Mr Leigh Jenkins - 50 Ystad 
Celyn, Maesteg - second storey 
addition over existing garage. 

Mr John-Paul Jones - The Elms, 


West End Avenue, Porthcawl - 

demolish section of boundary 
wall in order to form new access. 
Mr Mamo Kabala - car park, 
Abercerdin Road, Evanstown - 
retain use of a mobile food 
preparation van and to regulate 
the use. 

Newton Primary School - 
Newton Primary School, New 
Road, Porthcawl - repairing 
and reinstating slate roof. 

BCBC Property Services - 5 
Ffaldau Industrial Estate, 
Victoria Street, Pontycymmer, 
Bridgend - change of use from 
taxi business to Bl, B2 and B8. 
Mr RE Webster - 120 King 
Edward Street, Blaengarw, 
Bridgend - vary standard time 
condition of P/08/491/EUL to 
allow further time to implement 
consent. 

Mr Lavin - 9 Maes Hafan, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - 

orangery conservatory to the 


rear. 

Joanne Manley - 8 St John’s 
Drive, Porthcawl - construct a 
first floor extension above exist¬ 
ing garage or new bedroom and 
en-suite. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - 
Hill House Farm, St Mary’s 
Hill, Bridgend - OBS for single 
wind turbine with max blade 
height of 77m with associated 
works. 

Rhondda Cynon Taf Borough - 
Craig yr Aber land north east 
of Forch-Orky, Treorchy - 

installation of three wind tur¬ 
bines and construction of associ¬ 
ated infrastructure (OBS applica¬ 
tion). 

BCBC Children’s Directorate - 
Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Ogwr, 
Princess Way, Brackla, 
Bridgend - additional mobile 
classroom and re-locate two steel 
containers to provide two car 
parking spaces. 


A new president 
takes the helm at 
Bridgend Rotary 


A BLACK tie din¬ 
ner was held in 
honour of outgoing 
president Mike 
Lewis and raised 
funds for young 
Cellan Hall, our 
nominated disabled 
wheelchair table 
tennis prospect for 
the Rio Olympics. 

The presidents, with 
club council, have decid¬ 
ed to support Cellan in 
raising funds to buy a 
sports wheelchair to help 
his medal bid. 

The new president has 
decided to adopt the 
Rotary International 
challenge for 2013 - 
2014 (Engage Rotary, 
Change Lives). 

Our club belongs 
within Rotary 
International, a world¬ 
wide organization of 
business and profession¬ 
al leaders who provide 
humanitarian service, 
encourage high ethical 
standards in all voca- 



Presidential handover: on the left is 
Rotarian Reverend Mike Lewis (outgoing 
president) with incoming president 
Rotarian Allan Brooks, retired 
Pharmacist. 


tions, and help build 
goodwill and peace 
worldwide. 

There are about 1.2 
million club members, 
called Rotarians, in more 
than 34,000 Rotary clubs 
in more than 200 coun¬ 
tries and geographical 


areas. 

To learn more about 
Rotary and the Bridgend 
Rotary Club in particu¬ 
lar, contact the website: 
www.rotary- 
ribi. org/clubs/home- 
page.php?ClubID = 

913. 


Plea to shoppers as... 
More people struggle 
to put food on table 


AS increasing numbers of 
local people are turning to 
foodbanks for help, shoppers 
at ASDA, Bridgend, will be 
asked to donate food items to 
the foodbank this Saturday 
(August 3). 

“The economic climate means 
that more families are struggling to 
put food on the table and the food- 
bank needs more stock to meet 
demand for emergency food,” a 
spokesperson said. 

All profits will be donated back to 
Trussell Trust foodbanks from 
ASDA collections throughout the 
UK. 

Bridgend area foodbanks provide 
three days emergency food to men, 
women and children in crisis locally. 

Over 90 per cent of the food given 
out by foodbanks is donated by the 
public. Supermarket collections are 
one of the main ways that the food- 


bank is stocked and with the food- 
bank busier than ever, the charity is 
asking people to give generously: 

“The current economic climate 
means more and more people are 
struggling to put food on the table 
and we really need local people to 
give what they can,” said Alison 
Westwood, Bridgend Foodbank 
trustee. 

“Rising prices, static incomes and 
high unemployment are having a 
real impact on people on the bread¬ 
line and we’re seeing more people 
turning to the foodbank for help. 

“We want to make sure that no- 
one in the Bridgend area is forced to 
go hungry, but to do this we’re 
urgently asking for help.” 

Bridgend foodbank will be collect¬ 
ing at ASDA from 9.30am to 5pm. 



INSTALL 

SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi &Large 

Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

•Fast & Efficient 
Service 
•Friendly Staff 
•16Yard & Roll 
On Roll off 
Skips available 
•95% of our waste 
is recycled 
• Highway 
permits 
arranged when 
required 



Tipper Hire 
available 


Possibly the 
cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 


( Midi ) 

\ Builders ^ 

\ Maxi / 

\ Builders f 
\ Large / 


Unit 


12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk: 
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EWAN GOES 
ON ROTARY 
LEADERSHIP 
COURSE... 

EWAN THOMAS, a 
pupil at Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
school, recently 
attended a youth 
leadership course at 
Dolygaer activity 
centre near Brecon, 
as part a of Rotary 
International pro¬ 
gramme to help 
leaders of the 
future. 

The Rotary Club of 
Maesteg sponsored Ewan 
on his week’s course and 
were pleased with the 
way he conducted him¬ 
self and he was able to 
complete every activity 
that the students were 


given. 

Ewan attended a 
recent club meeting to 
give a comprehensive 


talk on what he achieved 
during the week, and 
thanked the club for giv¬ 
ing him the opportunity 
to partake in activities 
which included caving, 
abseiling, canoeing. 

Eor many years, 
Maesteg Rotary Club has 
sent students to the 
Dolygaer centre and it 
has proved very success¬ 
ful for the students 
involved, who have real¬ 
ly enjoyed the activities. 

The photograph shows 
Ewan receiving his cer¬ 
tificate from Tal Harries, 
president of the club. 

If anyone would like to 
consider joining Maesteg 
Rotary club, contact Tal 
Harries on 

01656732137, or David 
Howells on 

01656732438. 


Boiler stolen 
in burglary 

POLICE are appealing for information, 
following a burglary at a house under ren¬ 
ovation on St Marie Street in Bridgend, 
between 4.30pm on Saturday July 13, and 
6pm on Thursday July 18. 

“Access was forced to the property via the rear 
door and the burglars stole an Ideal Espirit cen¬ 
tral heating boiler and a red electric grass strim- 
mer,” stated Detective Constable Rebecca 
Merchant of Bridgend CID. 

Contact DC Merchant at Bridgend CID on 101, 
or free and anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 (quote reference 62130220959). 


Green Flags 
fly proudly 
in borough 


WILDERNESS 
Lake, Porthcawl, 
Maesteg Welfare 
Park and 

Coychurch 
Crematorium have 
been awarded a 
Green Flag as three 
of the best parks 
and green spaces in 
Wales. 

This was announced in 
Love Parks Week (July 
27 - August 4) which 
encourages people to 
take pride in their local 
park. 

Coun Phil White, cab¬ 
inet member for commu¬ 
nities, said: “It’s fantastic 
news that the county bor¬ 
ough has earned the right 
to raise three Green Elags 
this year. Council 
employees, volunteer 
groups and individuals 
put a lot of hard work 
into maintaining our 


parks and green spaces, 
and receiving these 
awards is a fitting tribute 
to their on-going efforts.” 

Joanna Eriedli, Green 
Elag co-ordinator for 
Wales commented: 
“Keep Wales Tidy is 
extremely proud that so 
many parks and green 
spaces in Wales have 
reached the high stan¬ 
dards necessary to 
achieve Green Elag sta¬ 
tus.” 

Coun White added: 
“I’d like to thank all the 
members of staff and vol¬ 
unteers who have helped 
Maesteg Welfare Park to 
achieve its first Green 
Elag, and congratulate 
everyone involved in the 
Wilderness Lake, 

Porthcawl and 

Coychurch Crematorium 
keeping theirs.” 


Volcano climbers 
on way back from 
‘touching the sun’ 


Cardiff airport 



ABOVE: The Prostate Cymru ^Touching The Sun’team ready to leave Cardiff Airport. 


Report and photographs by KEITH E MORGAN. 


A GROUP of 12 
intrepid travellers are 
expected back today 
(Thursday) after 
‘Touching the Sun’ to 
raise funds for a local 
charity. 

Their mission was to 
climb five volcanoes - one 
the highest mountain in 
Ecuador - to raise money 
for robotic surgery at the 
University of Wales 
Hospital, Cardiff, as part of 
the Prostate Cymru 
‘Touching The Sun’ 
Challenge 

The Prostate Cymru 
‘band of brothers’ (and sis¬ 
ters) were led by Andy 
Thomas, consultant urolo¬ 
gist at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, athe co¬ 
founder, with the late Ray 
Murray, of GLAZE and 
Prostate Cymru. 

Andy’s team was Sue 
and Eddie Butler, Martin 
Caswell, Peter Croke, Nigel 
Cuthbertson, John Edwards 
(who had already flow out 


to Ecuador in order to accli¬ 
matise), Wynne Harries, 
Christine Holme, Andrew 
Jones, Keith Mort, Matt 
Murray and Robert Norster. 

During the 15-day expe¬ 
dition, the team had to 
climb five volcanic peaks in 
the ‘Avenue of Volcanoes’, 
which contains some of the 
country’s highest volcanic 
peaks. 

The last volcano is 
Chimborazo Peak, at a 
magnificent height of 
20,564 ft. This is a current¬ 
ly inactive stratovolcano. 

Its last eruption is believed 
to have occurred around 
550 AD. 

Chimborazo is the high¬ 
est mountain in Ecuador 
and the highest peak in 
close proximity to the equa¬ 
tor, making its summit the 
farthest point on the Earth’s 
surface from the Earth’s 
centre and the nearest point 
on Earth to the Sun. 

Hence, the title for the 
challenge ‘Touching The 
Sun’! 



Andy Thomas and Matt Murray 
(son of the late co-founder of Prostate 
Cymru, Ray Murray). Matt will be 
filming the whole of the expedition. 


Higher charges blow 
for local sports teams 


FACED with the 
need to make sav¬ 
ings by financial 
cutbacks, BCBC is 
increasing charges 
for sports hire. 

It has announced that 
charges for the hire of 


Activity days 

BULLIESOUT, usually 
known for its work in 
schools, workplaces and 
online against bullying, 
is holding an activity 
day at Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Kenfig Hill on August 
6, and Penarth 
Community Centre, on 
Thursday, August 8, for 
local schoolchildren. 

There will be two ses¬ 
sions on each day, from 
10.30am until 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm until 
3.30pm; sessions will be 
aimed at children aged 
between five and 15 
years old - contact 029 
2049 2169. 


sports pitches and pavil¬ 
ions will increase from 
September, but “the 
impact on mini and jun¬ 
ior clubs has been limit¬ 
ed”. 

The cost for adult 
rugby and football teams 
using a pitch will 
increase from £24.40 to 
£32.50, but the cost for 
junior teams will 
increase by only 13 per 
cent so a pitch will rise 
from £18.30 to £20.70. 

The proposals will 
help make the service 
more sustainable for the 
future. Caretaking 


arrangements have also 
been reviewed, said 
Coun Phil White, cabinet 
member for communi¬ 
ties. 

“We do not have the 
option to continue as we 
are and, unfortunately, 
changes have to be made. 
Various options have 
been considered and, fol¬ 
lowing consultation with 
sports clubs, pavilion 
users and staff, we have 
taken the decision to 
make changes to the 
caretaker service and 
also increase charges. 

“However, we were 


particularly mindful of 
the need to minimise the 
impact on young sports¬ 
men and women as much 
as we can.” 

He added: 

“Unfortunately, further 
increases in charges can¬ 
not be ruled out in the 
future as council budgets 
continue to be reduced. 
The current level of sub¬ 
sidy for sports facilities 
by the council is not sus¬ 
tainable, so alternatives 
such as self-management 
may become essential.” 


Charity fashion show 


PORTHCAWL Tenovus Welsh 
cancer charity and Porthcawl 
YMCA are holding a joint fashion 
show at the Grand Pavilion in 
Porthcawl at 7pm on Monday, 
August 5. 

The clothes and accessories will be 
modelled by volunteers of the 
Porthcawl Tenovus charity shop, 


from clothing donated by the public 
and these will be sold with a 25 per 
cent discount on the night. 

The cost of the ticket is £5 to 
include a glass of wine and nibbles; 
purchase at the door on the night, 
the Tenovus Cancer shop, or the Y 
centre on John Street, Porthcawl. 

All money raised will jointly benefit 
Tenovus and the YMCA. 


Maggie and 
Fen bring 
home Dogs 
Trust message 


THE work of the 
Dog’s Trust in 
Wales was 

explained to a 
regional AM, Suzy 
Davies, when she 
visited the stand at 
the Royal Welsh 
Show last week. 

The Welsh 

Conservative regional 
AM for south Wales 
west, talked to Sian 
Edwards, the charity’s 
campaign manager for 
Wales, about their latest 
initiatives - free neuter¬ 
ing for farm dogs, which 
has been successful, and 
a new neutering and 
microchipping cam¬ 
paign. 

“I was told that in 
Wales, there is free 
microchipping of dogs 
and also a subsidised 
neutering scheme. I 
have visited the Dogs 


Trust Centre at Court 
Colman, near Bridgend, 
and I know the good 
work they do rescuing 
unwanted dogs and 
rehoming them,” Ms 
Davies said. 

“I was also told that 
the charity provides a lot 
of free resources to 
schools for the children 
to carry out projects on 
issues related to dogs. 
Educating the next gen¬ 
eration is very important 
if the problem of 
unwanted dogs is to be 
eradicated,” she added. 

Two star attractions 
were nine year old deer¬ 
hound Een, who lives in 
a volunteer’s home in 
Porthcawl with other 
dogs who are not suit¬ 
able for rehoming and 
Maggie, a miniature pin¬ 
scher, aged six, who is 
also living with the char¬ 
ity permanently. 


Fearful Fluffy 
needs a new, 
caring home 

‘TM Fluffy 
and I was 
found wan¬ 
dering with 
my five kit¬ 
tens. 

“Until I 
came to the 
Cats 

Protection 
centre, I had 
been homeless 
for three 
months. 

“I am a little 
fearful when I first meet someone and would need 
an experienced cat owner. I would be best suited to 
a home where I could have lots of outdoor space. 

“Could you offer me the forever home that I 
have been patiently waiting for?” 

Contact Cats Protection, Bridgend Adoption 
Centre, Pant Hirwaun, Bryncethin, Bridgend, 
CF32 9UJ on 01656 726621. Email 
bridgend@cats. org. uk ww.bridgend. cats. org. uk. 



Fly-grazing 
law will be 
welcome - AM 


THE Welsh 

Government has 
recently announced 
that it will bring 
forward legislation 
to deal with the 
problem of ‘fly- 
grazing’. 

The move was wel¬ 
comed by Byron Davies, 
a Welsh Conservative 
regional AM for south 
Wales west. 

He met police follow¬ 
ing concerns from resi¬ 
dents of the Pen y Eai- 
Bryntirion area, Wick 
and the Vale, about hors¬ 
es abandoned in fields. 

Mr Davies, who is a 
former police officer, 
said he was shocked by 
the plight of many of 
these horses. 

“I know that many res¬ 
idents were distressed by 


the condition of these 
animals, and we had the 
spectacle of pensioners 
buying food to feed these 
horses which were 
owned by other people. 

“I am delighted a new 
law is to be introduced 
but, as always, the devil 
will be in the detail. 
Once the bill has been 
published, we will be 
able to see exactly what’s 
being proposed. 

“I hope to table any 
amendments that may be 
needed, based on the 
information I have gath¬ 
ered. 

Mr Davies wants resi¬ 
dents to get in touch with 
him, if there are any fur¬ 
ther issues with straying 
horses over coming 
months, on 01792 
654049, or 02920 
898929. 


































Good to see girls 
join cadets* - MP 


Cadets help 
out at Royal 
International 
Air Tattoo 

RAF cadets from qualified aerospace 
No3 Welsh Wing instructor on flight simu 
ATP imripH nvpr lators, said that even 

600 c’aVts from all the days were 

--the country at iL^L^I’re^Z 
RAF Fairford people fj-Q^ 

Gloucestershire for over the world, 

the Royal With over 230 aircraf 

International Air participating each year, 
Tattoo. upwards of 130,000 visi 

They helped out with tors and support from 
everything, from crew the Royal Air Force and 
briefing rooms, to run- some of the world’s 
ning the RAF Air leading aerospace com- 

Cadets’ own recruitment panics, the Royal 
stand. International Air Tattoo 

Ten cadets from No3 j^^s been acknowledged 
Welsh Wing three of as one of the UK’s pre- 
whom were from Kenfig 
Hill were chosen to 

assist m manning a J 

climbing wall, VIP area , Add to this, free entty 
and giving visitors the f” accompanied under- 
chance to try some fly- aud free parking, it i 

ing by the way of flight clear that the tattoo, hek 
simulators. in support of the Royal 

Instructor Staff Cadet Air Force Charitable 
Warrant Officer Nathan Trust, offers unbeatable 
Cooper, from Kenfig value for money. 

Hill, who himself is a LINDSAY THOMAl 


Porthcawl 
museum news 


Ceri and Paul Joseph of Porthcawl 
Museum, took advantage of the 
Porthcawl Carnival to dress in World 
War One costumes - to draw attention to 
the centenary exhibition. 

Ceri choose the costume of a suffragette, while 
Paul went along in full World War One army offi¬ 
cer’s kit. 

Next year, the Porthcawl Museum will be com¬ 
memorating the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Great War. The museum will be collecting infor¬ 
mation and artifacts for events and exhibitions 
planned in connection with this commemoration. 

Porthcawl Museum welcomes any help concern¬ 
ing information or artifacts for ‘Porthcawl and the 
Great War’. 

Contact Ceri and/or Paul Joseph at Porthcawl 
Museum; contact Porthcawl Museum at porthcawl- 
museum@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01656788853. 


ABOVE: Madeleine Moon MP met cadets from Porthcawl and Bridgend. 

\ Bridgend MP, tional manoeuvres, as well as ship, action, skills and adventure 

pipinp Moon ha<! Duke of Edinburgh award activi- and the clear anticipation of all of 

n advantage of the experiences at the annual 

. The two detachments each camp was reflected in conversa- 

f u cadets and tions with many of the cadets, 

y Gauet r orce detach- Moon said she was pleased “While in Porthcawl, I was 
ts in Porthcawl and to see how many young girls were asked to unveil an art work by 

gend. taking part in what in the past one of the adult instructors Anik 

i is the vice-chair of the had been a purely masculine Cartwright. I was helped by 

5 and reserves’ all-party youth activity. It was also good Colonel David Hammond, who 

' in Westminster and has a to see the number of women has responsibility for the ACF 

interest in the role cadet instructors. across Wales.” 

i play in providing youth “I was very impressed by the Anyone wishing to join the 

ig opportunities. high quality of the skills being AFC as a cadet or adult volun- 

e MP saw at firsthand activi- developed. The cadets were clear- teer should contact 01656 657593 
le cadets engage in on a reg- ly enjoying the activities provided and select option 1. The website 

vening session, including by teams of dedicated and skilled is 

id, drill, map and compass adult volunteer instructor/leaders, www.armycadets.com/county/dyfe 
standing, field craft, opera- “The ACF offers fun, friend- d-and-glamorgan-acf 


K9 Leaders ^ 

Dog Training 
and Behavioural ^ 

Services 

Aggression • Destructive behaviour 
Separation anxiety • Lead pulling • Excessive barking 
Also offering:' Puppy/Obedience training 
... and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver 
nathan@k 9 ieaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 
WWW.k9leaders.com 


BURUNDI TALK 

BRIDGEND Quakers invite the public to 
a talk on August 7 by Sapphire Williams, 
who worked to promote health, peace and 
development (especially with women) in 
Burundi in 2012. 

It will take place at 7.30pm in the 
Quaker Meeting House, 87 Park Street, 
Bridgend CF31IRP. 


Th« Msruiio 


Mount Blanc Dining Range 


Tho L?)is 3 seatet^ sola 

comes 10 a wtde choke colours aisd fabrics 
to suke any home 


til* r iMfivno*. 

wciit** hiCk o« 
hack 


TaHOLIRpniVCTY 


Sav« twico 
with,.. 


mogii deal 
collections 


Save ot\ce aneJ tt>ei > 
enjoy a furltief saving 
cKi all rneg*i ik\%\ coiec tion'. 


Tociay^this vveekerxi 
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PENARTH ROAD 
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Choir give command performance 



by KEITH E MORGAN 


FOLLOWING their recent successful 
debut before Prince Charles at the Prince 
of Wales, Ton Kenfig, the Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice Choir gave yet anoth¬ 
er command performance - this time at 
Llys Ton, Kenfig Hill. 

At the behest of Mrs Gretta Rogers, herself a res¬ 
ident at Llys Ton, the choir sang to an appreciative 
audience made up of residents and guests at the 
home. 

Other entertainment planned at Llys Ton starts 
with a big open birthday party at 7pm on Saturday, 
August 10, where all are welcome free to be enter¬ 
tained by a DJ and to take part in bingo and raffles. 

Then, at 7pm on Tuesday, August 20, comedian 
Dennis Lang will be entertaining residents and 
guests. 


KPC Youth’s 
sponsored walk 


STAFF and volun¬ 
teers at KPC Youth, 
supported by South 
Wales Police Schools 
Liaison Officers PCs 
Steve Carpenter and 
Chris Warlow, took 
their Buy a Brick 
Campaign to new 
heights, by under¬ 
taking a sponsored 
walk challenge to 
Pen y Fan on July 28 
(see page 1 picture). 

Despite the weather 
and a restful lunch break, 
the team managed the 
walk in 2 hours 40 min¬ 
utes, which has now been 
put as a challenge to 
youth members of KPC 
Youth, who will take the 


challenge themselves on 
August 5, said spokes¬ 
woman Alison Mawby. 

“A big thanks to PCs 
Steve Carpenter and 
Chris Warlow, and Matt 
Warlow for all their help 
and support with this 
fundraising Staff 

Challenge! 

Also, thanks to every¬ 
one who sponsored our 
staff and volunteers for 
the walk - total amount 
raised still to be con¬ 
firmed.” 

To support KPC 
Youth’s Buy a Brick 
Campaign 2013 - to 
replace the existing por- 
takabin, contact the cen¬ 
tre on 01656 749219, or 
email: kpcyouth® hot- 
mail, com 


POLICE PROBE 
SHED BLAZE 

POLICE in Bridgend are investigating an 
incident of arson on a shed in Brackla 
Way, Brackla. 

Officers and the fire service were called to the 
address at 1.15am on Tuesday where a garden shed 
was ablaze and the fire had spread to the roof of the 
nearby garage. 

It was quickly brought under control, although the 
shed was destroyed, said acting police sergeant 
Gemma Tibbott: “We are treating this as arson and 
want to hear from anyone who may have seen any¬ 
thing suspicious in the area, in the vicinity of the 
Spar supermarket, in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning. 

“The fire had spread from the shed to the garage 
and, had it not been discovered at an early stage, it 
could have led to more serious consequences.” 

Anyone with any information is asked to contact 
Bridgend CID on 101, or free and anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 (quote reference 
62130235960). 



Trust’s aim is to keep 
elderly with their pets 


A national charity 
that aims to keep 
elderly and termi¬ 
nally ill people unit¬ 
ed with their pets 
has made an appeal 
on behalf of a 
Bridgend resident. 

For an old person who 
has developed a strong 
bond with a dog, a cat or 
another animal, it can be 
very distressing to have 
to give up that ‘close 
friend’ because the indi¬ 
vidual has to go into hos¬ 
pital for a number of 
weeks. 

And for someone who 
is dying, having a much 
loved pet with them can 
offer a great solace in 
their final days. 


Report by TIM CHAPMAN 


Sally Collins of the 
The Cinnamon Trust, 
which is based in 
Cornwall, told The 
GEM: “We are a nation¬ 
al charity for the elderly 
and terminally ill and 
their pets. 

“We seek to keep 
owner and pet together 
for as long as possible 
with the help of a nation¬ 
al network of volunteers 
who assist when day to 
day care poses a prob¬ 
lem. 

“Our aim is to relieve 
the owners of any worry 
concerning the welfare of 
their pets both during and 
after their own lifetime, 
making us unique 


amongst charities.” 

Sally appealed: “We 
are urgently looking for 
dog walking volunteers 
to help a resident of 
Bridgend. 

“Volunteers help in the 
ways that are most 
appropriate to them. 

“Teams take it in turn 
to visit housebound own¬ 
ers, to take dogs for daily 
walks. Some volunteers 
foster pets as one of their 
family while owners face 
a spell in hospital. 

“They will take pets to 
the vet, or visit to clean 
out the budgie’s cage! 
We tackle any problem 
posed in the day to day 
care of pets.” 


Two years ago The 
GEM issued an appeal on 
behalf of the trust for a 
woman in Llantwit 
Major. A team of three 
dog walkers were visit¬ 
ing the house to take out 
the woman’s dog on dif¬ 
ferent days. 

One volunteer was due 
to leave the area and a 
replacement walker was 
found. 

If you would like to 
volunteer to help the 
Bridgend resident, or 
would like more informa¬ 
tion on the trust, Sally 
can be contacted directly 
on 01736 758707 or you 
can email 

sally collins @ cinnamon, o 
rg.uk . The official web¬ 
site is: 

WWW. cinnamon, org. uk. 


HOSPITAL FAILINGS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The statement went on to say 
that the health board had set up a 
“clinically-led senior team” 
specifically to investigate con¬ 
cerns about some of the care 
delivered at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, and to instigate urgent 
changes. 

It said that the concerns had 
been flagged up the board’s own 
monitoring, and included higher 
than expected mortality rates in 
some areas (the hospital overall 
has comparable mortality rates 
with other hospitals in Wales); 
poorer outcomes for trauma 
patients; and a number of critical 
Ombudsman reports, coroner ver¬ 
dicts and complaints, which 
included examples of poor care 
towards older patients. 

The focus of the work so far, 
said the statement, has been on the 
hospital’s medical wards, its 
Emergency Department and the 
Clinical Decision Unit. 

In one of a number of moves 
that signal a ‘back to basics’ 
approach, a chief nurse will be 
appointed at the hospital, and he 
or she will be expected to be 
“present and visible on the hospi¬ 
tal wards.” 

The statement goes on to say 
that a great deal of retraining 
will be done: Over the last six 
weeks, eight training sessions 
have been held on early warning 
scores, which help nurses recog¬ 
nise signs of a patient deteriorat¬ 
ing. 

Over the last two weeks, daily 
retraining sessions have been held 
on managing fluid balance in 
patients. We have also been train¬ 
ing, and testing, nurses on dia¬ 
betes care. 

Transforming Care, a national 
programme which helps wards 
become more efficient, has now 
been delivered in two wards, and 
the rest are due to be completed by 
September. 


The aim of Transforming Care 
is to help wards run more smooth¬ 
ly so nurses can maximise their 
time at the bedside, with patients. 

Staff will also be offered addi¬ 
tional training on communica¬ 
tions; accountability, and the 
importance of maintaining docu¬ 
mentation. 

This training will extend to 
December and is being delivered 
by our partner higher education 
institutions which are Swansea 
University and the University of 
south Wales. 

Wards will also have their own 
re-training programmes specifi¬ 
cally for their specialities with the 
aim of creating a culture of con¬ 
tinuous learning within the 
Princess of Wales Hospital. 

The health chiefs say that the 
issue of staffing will also be 
addressed, and interviews start 
soon to recruit 30 new nurses at 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, so 
that three registered nurses will be 
on every medical ward at night. 

The statement continued: We 
are changing Ward Sister rotas so 
there is a Sister available on late 
shifts every day. 

This means they will be avail¬ 
able to offer senior nursing advice 
and care, and also to talk to rela¬ 
tives visiting in the evenings. 

We are also piloting the role of 
a Ward Administrator to take 
much of the paperwork burden ojf 
Ward Sisters, freeing them to 
spend more time with patients. 

We are also reviewing com¬ 
plaints and incidents over the past 
18 months to identify common 
themes which need remedial 
action. 

We have just launched a 
‘Friends and Family’ feedback 
system at the hospital. Red boxes 
are now placed on wards to col¬ 
lect simple feedback cards from 
patients and families. These com¬ 
ments will be reviewed weekly, 
and action taken where necessary. 


Finally, the investigative team 
has also found great examples of 
really good practice at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital. So 
while we are dealing with what 
has gone wrong, we mustn’t lose 
sight of what is also going right. 

It is just as important to share 
this good practice widely, and we 
will take steps to ensure it is repli¬ 
cated across not only the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, but the whole 
of ABMU Health Board. 

Regional Welsh Conservative 
AM Byron Davies said: “The 
issues which have been highlight¬ 
ed at the Princess of Wales in 
recent weeks have been of great 
concern, so I am pleased that 
ABMU health board has reacted 
swiftly to address them. 

“I see that the first thing that 
has been done is to appoint a chief 
nurse for the hospital - in effect, 
they are bringing back matron. 

“I well remember the argu¬ 
ments at the time that this post 
was effectively abolished within 
the NHS and it would appear that 
critics have been vindicated.” 

Welsh Conservative Regional 
AM Suzy Davies said: “The board 
is right to place a great emphasis 
on training and on re-training 
staff. 

“I welcome the decision to 
ensure that nurses can maximise 
their time at the bedside with 
patients. 

“The decision to create 30 new 
nursing posts means that three 
registered nurses will be on all 
medical wards at night. I think this 
is an indication that staffing levels 
had been allowed to drop below 
safe levels - probably as a result 
of the huge financial pressures 
facing ABMU and other hospital 
boards in Wales as a result of cuts 
to the health budget brought in by 
the Welsh Labour Government 
over five years.” 


RIP to TIC 

as BCBC 
puts faith 
in the web 


THE Tourist 
Information Centre 
(TIC) in John 
Street in Porthcawl 
is to close. 

In a statement, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) said that it 
reflected the fact that 
people are increasingly 
using other means of 
getting such informa¬ 
tion. 

However, the TIC is 
in the old Porthcawl 
Police Station, a listed 
building that has long 
been regarded as a 
‘money pit’ - due to the 
cost of maintenance. 

The building is also 
home to the Porthcawl 
Museum and the 
Porthcawl and District 
Art Society. 

A BCBC spokesper¬ 
son said: “As increasing 
numbers of people turn 
to smartphones and the 
internet to plan their 
days out and weekends 
away, BCBC’s cabinet 
has approved proposals 
to modernise tourist 
information services. 

“This includes replac¬ 
ing the old-fashioned 
and more traditional 
TIC at Porthcawl with 
several more modern 
alternatives.” 

The alternatives 
include more online 
marketing and a mobile 
tourist information point 
which will become a 
“regular sight at various 
events and busy loca¬ 
tions to try and spread 
the word even further 
about what Bridgend 
county borough has to 
offer visitors”. 

The TIC in John 
Street will be replaced 
with tourist information 
points at the Grand 
Pavilion, Trecco Bay, 
the Bridgend Designer 
Outlet, and Bryngarw 
House. 

These “tourist hot 
spots” will all stock the 
key leaflets and guides 
for the area, and local 
tourism literature will 
also be placed in a num¬ 
ber of pubs, cafes, 
accommodation 
providers, train stations 
and bus stations. A 
tourist information 
phone line will also be 
in operation from 
Monday to Friday. 

Staff affected by the 
closure will be consult¬ 
ed, along with “key 
stakeholders”, to deter¬ 
mine the full details of 
the new arrangements. 

Coun David Sage, the 
cabinet member for 
tourism, said: 

“Of the 3.5 million 
visitors to Bridgend 
county in 2012, only 
65,000 (1.8 per cent) 
made use of the tourist 
information centre. 

“Meanwhile, 
enquiries by e-mail have 
increased by over 400 
per cent in the last three 
years and the number of 


visitors to the council’s 
tourism website, 
www.Bridgendbites. com, 
has risen by 20 per cent 
in the last 12 months 
alone.” 

Coun Sage added: 

“By working more 
closely with pubs and 
accommodation 
providers, we also hope 
that the overall effect of 
these changes will be to 
make it even more con¬ 
venient for visitors to 
find out about the local 
area as brochures and 
leaflets will become 
more readily available 
and families can 
research their next day’s 
activities over an 
evening meal or in their 
hotel room.” 

Suzy Davies, who is 
a Welsh Conservative 
regional AM for South 
Wales West, said she 
understood that more 
and more people choose 
their day trips and 
longer holidays by get¬ 
ting their information 
from websites. 

“However, BCBC 
needs to measure the 
success of steps taken 
by other councils over 
the years after they 
closed their tourist 
information centres 

“Simple stands of 
leaflets can be useful 
but these are often pro¬ 
vided by private compa¬ 
nies. 

“Council staff at gen¬ 
eral information points 
or manning phone lines 
may not always have the 
right training and depth 
of knowledge to deal 
with tourism queries.” 

She added that there 
was no reason that the 
TIC in Porthcawl had to 
be run directly by the 
council or remain at the 
old Police Station. 

She pointed out that 
some of the best in 
Wales are privately run 
or manned by volun¬ 
teers. 

She went on: “If the 
plans for the maritime 
centre find favour, cou¬ 
pled with the on-going 
development at the har¬ 
bour, I see plenty of 
scope for a revitalised 
TIC in Porthcawl.” 

PHILIP 

IRWIN 


Care home fete 
THE Bryn Celyn 
Care Home is host¬ 
ing a summer fete - 
bouncy slide, bungee 
run and chicken 
derby - on August 17 
in Maesteg Park. 
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LLANDOUGH AT HEART OF WELSH 

PROGRESS ON CYSTIC FIBROSIS... 

New CF centre opens 
at hospital, as unit 
looks to ‘Better Life’ 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 

A young woman 
from Barry took 
centre stage at 
Llandough Hospital 
on Friday, July 26, 
when she officially 
opened the new All 
Wales Adult Cystic 
Fibrosis Centre 
with Welsh 
Minister for Health 
Mark Drakeford. 

Beth Davey is one of 
the centre’s patients and 
was accompanied by her 
parents and sister who 
were delighted to share 
in her big day and see at 
first hand the new centre 
and its facilities. 

Beth told The GEM: 

“I am delighted with the 
new centre, and I know 
other patients are too. 

“It looks amazing, 
and already feels like 
home, especially when 
you spend so much of 
your life in and out of 
hospital!” 

It is estimated that 
almost 10,000 people 
live with cystic fibrosis 
(CF) in the United 
Kingdom. In people with 
CF the lungs make 
thicker mucus than nor¬ 
mal, which can trap bac¬ 
teria in the small airways 
and lead to infection. 

The symptoms that 
develop include persist¬ 
ent cough, wheezing, 
shortness of breath and 
breathing difficulties and 
repeated chest infec¬ 
tions. 

The new centre’s 



ABOVE: For Llandough Hospital it was a ‘red letter’ day when the new 
Cystic Fibrosis Unit was opened by Welsh Health Minister, 

Professor Mark Drakeford and Beth Davey from Barry (both centre of picture). 


director. Dr Ian Ketchell 
said he was thrilled at 
the interest shown by 
people in the progress of 
the unit. 

“I was delighted by 
the number of guests 


adult patients in Wales 
attending the centre, the 
new facility will provide 
a centre of excellence to 
current and future 
patients. 

He explained: “Due to 


who turned up to support the significant advances 


the opening, and 
explained that work 
would now begin on 
phase 2 of the centre, 
which requires £1.1 mil¬ 
lion to be raised to com¬ 
plete the move of the in¬ 
patient ward. 

“Currently there are 
only seven in-patient 
beds and there is an 
urgent need for 15 to 17 
beds in the new centre.” 

Dr Ketchell explained 
to the guests how invalu¬ 
able the new centre 
already was to the team 
and its patients. 

With more than 240 


in treatment and the 
development of spe¬ 
cialised centres of care, 
life expectancy is 
increasing and as a 
national centre, it is 
essential that we are able 
to meet the growing 
demand for our services. 

“Prior to the new cen¬ 
tre, the team, including 
doctors, nurses, physio¬ 
therapists, dietitians and 
psychologists, was 
spread out across the 
hospital. 

“The new centre will 
enable our team to work 
much more cohesively 


and effectively for the 
patients in our care, both 
now and in the future.” 
‘Better Life Appeal’ 

Lorraine Speight, the 
centre’s manager, said 
the team was already 
planning for the next 
step in development. 

She said: “The re¬ 
launch of the ‘Better 
Life Appeal’ at the end 
of the official opening, 
to raise the funds 
required to open the in¬ 
patient ward, was met 
with great support and 
enthusiasm from those 
attending.” 

A blessing and dedi¬ 
cation was carried out by 
Reverend Trevor 
Williams and Avril 
Dafydd-Lewis, the board 
chaplains. Music was 
provided on the day by 
the harpist Liberty 


Welch. 

Further information 
about the centre and the 
Better Life Appeal can 
be obtained from 
Lorraine on 02920 
715382 or by mail to 
Lorraine Speight, All 
Wales Adult CF Centre, 
University Hospital 
Llandough, CF64 2XX. 


Police 
search for 
au pair 

POLICE are 
appealing for 
information 
which will lead 
them to 
Frenchwoman 
Emeline Marie 
Essertel, aged 
23 (pictured on 
right) who is 
wanted for a 
breach of bail. 

She was work¬ 
ing as an au pair 
in Llantwit Major in the Vale, but police 
believe she may have gone to the London 
area. 

She is described as five feet six inches tall, 
of average built, with short straight brown 
hair and brown eyes. 

• Anyone who recognises her, or who knows 
her whereabouts, should contact PC Nicola 
Owen at Llantwit Major police station on 
01656 869447 or Crimestoppers free on 0800 
555 111, quoting reference 62130028933. 






RIGHT: 
Trystan 
Jones, of 
Gofal, 
receives 
the 
cheque 
from 
Daphne 
Harries. 


Inner Wheel 
cheque for 
Gofal charity 

AS chairman of District 15, Inner Wheel, 
2012-13, Daphne Harries of Maesteg, 
chose the mental health charity Gofal as 
her chosen charity for the year. 

District 15 covers the whole of south and west 
Wales and parts of mid-Wales - 36 clubs in all. 

These clubs raised money throughout the year, 
and a total of nearly £2,600 was donated to Gofal 
- £500 of this being raised by the Inner Wheel Club 
of Maesteg alone. 

The cheque was handed over to fundraising 
manager for Gofal, Trystan Jones. 



ABOVE: Aviation history is made as the Airbus A380 
visits Cardiff Airport for the first time. 

I Pictures by MIKE WILCOCK || 

Spectacle of Airbus 
A380 delights the 
aviation enthusiasts 



The crowds gather at one of the fences to get a glimpse of the A380. 


THE spectacular sight of a 
British Airways A380 passen¬ 
ger plane at Cardiff Airport on 
Monday (July 29), drew thou¬ 
sands of people. 

The huge aircraft flew into 
Rhoose as part of its preparations 
for long-haul operations. 

This was the first time it had 
flown into the airport, and gave 


British Airways’ engineering staff 
based at BAMC the chance to see it. 
One day they may be responsible for 
its maintenance. 

Aviation enthusiasts gathered at 
every possible vantage point around 
the airport’s perimeter to get a 
glimpse of the world’s largest pas¬ 
senger aircraft whose wings are 
manufactured in Wales - at 
Broughton in Flintshire. 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Oon*t ropl^iCQ tliQ Frames.*. Just the Panes! 


Broken or Demaged Wiiulows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Er»ergy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 
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0800 61 21 118 
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‘Outstanding achievement’ 



Miss Martha Okon receiving 
the Glyn Roach Cup. 


Author’s contact 
with hero’s family 
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BARRY author 
and retired RAF 
pilot, Ron Powell, 
has been contacted 
by the nephew and 
niece of Pilot 
Officer Laurie 
Whitbread, the 
Battle of Britain 
pilot to whom his 
book. Wings Over 
Summer, is dedicat¬ 
ed. 

They were able to 
tell Ron more about 
their uncle, and about a 
surprise link from his 
own childhood. 

Ron explained: “I 
was contacted by 
Delme Whitbread, 
Laurie’s nephew, who 
lives in Shrewsbury. 
Delme said how 
delighted he was at the 
dedication of the book 
and gave me more 
detail about his uncle, 
and his tragic death. 

“Laurie Whitbread 
was born in Ludlow 
and went to the local 
grammar school. 

“He joined the RAF 
six months before the 
start of the Second 
World War and, during 
the Battle of Britain, 
was flying Spitfires on 
222 Squadron at RAF 
Duxford in 
Cambridgeshire, the 
same base as Douglas 
Bader. 

“On September 9, 
1940, he shot down a 
Messerschmitt 109, but 
then, on September 20, 
his Spitfire was hit by a 
Messerschmitt in a sur¬ 
prise attack over 
Rochester, Kent. 

“The aircraft crashed 
and, although Laurie 
was thrown clear of the 
wreckage, he did not 
survive. He was 26 
years old. 

“As a child, I used to 
pass Laurie’s grave in a 
cemetery in Ludlow, 
and I’ve continued to 
pay my respects on my 
regular visits to the 
town. My late parents 
are buried nearby. 

“Laurie was one of 
the major inspirations 
for my 32-year RAF 
career, but also for 
Wings Over Summer. 

“ The book is set 
among the air battles 
over southern England 
in the summer of 1940, 
but one of the two main 
characters is a Spitfire 
pilot from Barry.” 


Ron was also put in 
touch with Sally 
Stubbs, daughter of 
Laurie’s sister, who 
lives in Ludlow. 

She confirmed that 
her mother, Vera 
Bodenham, was one of 
his junior school teach¬ 
ers. 

He continued: “We 
youngsters all knew 
Mrs Bodenham’s broth¬ 
er had been shot down 
in the war, but if I ever 
knew he was Laurie 
Whitbread, I’d long 
forgotten the fact,and I 
would never have 
dreamt that, nearly 50 
years later, I would 
dedicate a novel to him. 

''Wings Over 
Summer is selling really 
well, and has been in 
the top 50 war fiction 
books on Amazon for 
the last few weeks. 

“It also received a 
favourable review on 
the BBC Radio Wales 
book programme, Phil 
The Shelf, aired on July 
22 .” 

The final surprise for 
Ron is being asked to 
do a book signing, 
something he thought 
only happened to other 
people. 

“I will be signing 
copies of Wings Over 
Summer in Castle Book 
Shop in Ludlow at 
11am on Saturday 
(August 3). Delme 
Whitbread says he will 
be there with some 
memorabilia, including 
his uncle’s flying jack¬ 
et.” 


PACT 

meetings 

CASTLELAND PACT, 
Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry on August 
5 at 7pm. 

ILLTYD PACT, 

Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Porthkerry Road, Barry 
on August 8 at 7pm. 

LLANDOUGH 
PACT, Royal British 
Legion, Penlan Road, 
Llandough on August 12 
at 7pm. 



Pilot Officer 
Laurie Whitbread. 


JUNIOR members 
drawn from 

Presbyterian churches 
throughout south 
Wales, recently enjoyed 
a Christian weekend 
away at Trefecca 
College near Brecon. 

Led by Mrs June 
Maxwell and Mrs Gail 
Wiley from Windsor Road 
Presbyterian Church, 
Caerphilly, the highlight 
was an award of ‘The 
Glyn Roach Cup ’for out¬ 
standing achievement to 
Miss Martha Okon, who 
with her sister Hannah 
and parents Mark and 
Tara, are members of 
Bethania Presbyterian 
Church, Pendoylan. 


Hearing 

Tests 


ft 
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Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides;. 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 
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Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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‘BEST YET STRAWBERRY 
TEA AT DINAS POWYS!’ 



Jenn Stamp, befriending volunteer, with granddaughter Ffion ( who 
travelled 10,000 miles to be at the Tea) and Val Hartrey. 


Rural competition 
heads for Gileston 


THE committee of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ploughing and 
Hedging Society recently met 
at the Six Bells in Penmark to 
make final arrangements for a 
ploughing match at Gileston 
Farm St Athan, CF62 4HX on 
Sunday, September 8. 

This year’s prize card has been 
increased across all classes. The 
Aberthin Tractor Boys and the 
Glamorgan Iron Horse Society have 
been invited to put on displays of trac¬ 
tors and equipment. 

A spokesman said: “At the sugges¬ 
tion of the chairman, Andrew Studley, 
it was agreed that the public be invited 
to the event to make it a family day out 
and there will be no entry fee or park¬ 
ing charges. 

“Last year, a new class was intro¬ 
duced for young farmers with large 
tractors and ploughs and this will be 


staged again this year, where competi¬ 
tors take a couple of turns up the field 
and will be judged on their workman¬ 
ship.” 

The chairman welcomed the 
Ferguson Club who will be staging 
their European T20 Ploughing 
Championships at the event. The 
Ferguson championship is open to the 
little grey Ferguson T20 with the orig¬ 
inal general purpose, two-furrow 
plough, and will be run under the 
Ferguson Club Rules. 

Already, more than a dozen entries 
have been received for this champi¬ 
onship with competitors coming 
from Holland, in addition to those 
from the home countries. 

Visitors to the ploughing events on 
September 8 are also welcome to take 
part in a photographic competition 
which will take place on the day. 
Details will be available at the 
Ferguson Club stand mid-morning. 


DINAS Powys 
Voluntary Concern 
held their annual 
strawberry tea in 
the Lee Hall and 
Gardens Dinas 
Powys on a warm 
Wednesday after¬ 
noon. 

This community event 
has become a red letter 
day in the social calen¬ 
dar in Dinas Powys and 
lived up to all expecta¬ 
tions. It is an example 
of the way in which the 
residents and organisa¬ 
tions in this village work 
together for the benefit 
of the whole community. 

Once again, mem¬ 
bers of Dinas Powys WI 
donated and served a 
wonderful range of 
cakes and refreshments 
and served the delicious 
strawberries. The fruit 
was kindly donated by 
Huw Evans of Budgens 
on Cardiff Road. 
Volunteers from DP VC 
set out tables in the Lee 
Hall and gardens and the 
Village Show kindly 
provided and set up their 


gazebos to give shade. 

The Georgia Jazz 
Quartet played tradition¬ 
al jazz and feet were tap¬ 
ping all afternoon! Some 
were even dancing! “The 
best strawberry tea yet!” 
was one comment. 

The chairman of 
DPVC, John Fanshaw, 
thanked everyone for a 
great afternoon, one of a 
range of community 
events, and one which 
provided much-needed 
funds for a charity that 
provides local help for 
local people. 

The community club 
will continue to operate 
through the summer 
period. It is open to all 
with no entrance charge. 
The programme includes 
Local History - Talk by 
Joan Andrews, August 
12; Bank Holiday Beetle 
Drive, August 26 and on 
September 9 there’s an 
update on developments 
in Lesotho, a nation in 
southern Africa that is 
twinned with Wales, by 
Colin Turner. 


CF 

MOTHS WATCH “ 

COWBRIDGE Community College is 
inviting the public to “come and see what 
moths are flying’^ on Friday, August 9 
(9.30pm-midnight) in Old Hall grounds; 
weather permitting (bring a torch). 

Moths on show the next morning (Saturday) in 
the Old Hall grounds, 9.30am-llam. 

(CALL 01446 773373 FOR DETAILS). 



Irene unites both 
sides of estuary 

RECENTLY, 

Mayor of the Vale, 

Coun Margaret 
Wilkinson, wel¬ 
comed the Mayor of 
Minehead and visi¬ 
tors aboard the 
Irene, to celebrate 
historic links with 
the English town, 

Minehead. 



Irene is a West 
Country trading ketch 
built in 1907 and owned 
by the same family since 
1965. Following a com¬ 
plete rebuild lasting six 
years, Irene is now used 
as both a sail training 
vessel and a sustainable 
cargo business. 

The ship was sailed 
across from Minehead to 
Barry by a group of 
young people from the 
YMCA and West 


I Photos by John O’Beirne, Vale Press Pictures. | 


Somerset Community 
College and met students 
from the Vale Youth 
Service. The two groups 
exchanged symbolic 
hampers of local pro¬ 
duce. They will be raf¬ 
fled to raise funds for the 
Hope Centre in 
Minehead and for the 
Vale Mayor’s charities. 

In the photograph are 
Joel McGuiness, West 


Somerset Community 
College; Coun Claire 
Curtis, Mayor of Barry; 
Mrs Jayne Norman, con¬ 
sort to the Vale Mayor; 
Kacey Schultz, Vale 
Youth Service. Back 
row: Coun Val Welch, 
Mayor of Minehead and 
Coun Margaret 

Wilkinson, Mayor of the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 



FREEPHONE 0800 610 2012 


• fitted Carpets 

• fitted finyC 

• fitted Design floors 


• fitted Wood 

• fitted Laminate 

• fitted Contract floors 
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Communities’ special effort praised 
by the Best Kept Village organisers 


AFTER the judging 
of the Vale’s ‘Best 
Kept Village’ com¬ 
petition was com¬ 
plete, the organisers 
congratulated a 
number of Vale vil¬ 
lages for their 
efforts. 

Gileston were the 
overall winners, with 
Llanmaes second, 
Wenvoe third and 
Pendoylan in fourth. 

However, special 
mention has been made 
of the various ‘special 
features’ that were creat¬ 
ed by the contestants. 

• Gileston’s Diamond 
Jubilee feature, entitled 
‘Four Crowns for Four 
Seasons’. 

The judges were 
impressed with the set¬ 
ting, at the roadside 
where it could be seen 
from all the roads lead¬ 
ing into the village. 

The chair of the BKV 
committee, Irena 
Wasilewska, said the 
feature was “well- 
designed and immacu¬ 
lately executed and a 
good interpretation of 
the diamond jubilee 
theme”. 

• Gileston’s ‘Griff’s 
Cottage’ feature; this 
was one of two derelict 
buildings in the centre of 
the village which could 
have been an eyesore, 
but the judges felt that 


careful thought and cre¬ 
ative work had made a 
beneficial impact on the 
village. 

Gileston was also 
praised for its floral dis¬ 
plays on its waste bin 
and around the signpost 
in the village. 

Chief judge, 
Rosamund Davies, said 
of Gileston: “Although a 
small village, I felt there 
was a huge community 
effort and evidence from 
the start that hard work 
from all the residents 
had taken place to keep 
the village looking its 
best. 

“All hedgerows, walls 
and kerbs were excep¬ 
tionally well maintained 
and the village green 
was delightful, with a 
thoughtfully placed gar¬ 
den seat under mature 
weeping trees. 

“The green had been 
cleverly planted along 
the base of a wall and 
the border was neat, not 
a weed in sight! A well 
deserved winner.” 

Llanmaes was 
praised for its boules 
pitch and Diamond 
Jubilee Garden. 

Rosamund Davies 
said: “The new diamond 
jubilee garden has been 
beautifully designed and 
borders the boules pitch. 

“The planting looks 
rather special and I am 
sure it will mature into a 



ABOVE: Irena Wasilewska ^phones home’ 
from Colwinston! 


very pretty border.” 

Colwinston attracted 
praise for buying, 
through public subscrip¬ 
tion, a red, old-style tele¬ 
phone kiosk. 

The judges thought 
this was a delightful 
landmark in the village. 

Llanblethian resi¬ 
dents were commended 
for constructing a dia¬ 
mond-shaped naturally- 
planted flower bed. 

The judges liked the 
position of the bed at the 
entrance to the village 
and felt there was a great 
deal of potential for the 


plants to flourish as the 
season advanced. 

Wenvoe received third 
prize and the chief judge 
said: “Although this was 
the largest of the villages 
entering the competition, 
there is clear evidence of 
a high standard of care. 

“The private houses 
and gardens were of 
good standard and well 
maintained, especially 
the two houses that have 
the benefit of a stream at 
the bottom of their gar¬ 
dens, which were beauti¬ 
fully kept and had inter¬ 
esting planting.” 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers- 
gas, electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless 
steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


uppumiu j 

comiiiiiffi CBiniE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING AUGUST 

Only with this voucher 


I DISCOUNTS FOR THE I 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD road. Experienced 
KING SQUARE, BARRY ptftotiZ 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


ABOVE: Gileston residents proudly dis¬ 
play their Best Kept Village trophy. 
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ABOVE: Gileston’s ‘Eour Crowns 
for Eour Seasons’. 


Vale’s historic 
treasures 


TINKINSWOOD 
and St Lythan’s 
burial chamber in 
the Vale, are among 
Wales’s top 10 
archaeological sites 
named by Culture 
Minister John 
Griffiths AM and 
heritage body 
Cadw, at the 
launch of the Welsh 
Government’s 
Community 
Archaeology 
Framework. 

The Minister said: 
“Wales’s historic envi¬ 
ronment is second to 
none and Cadw, which 
takes its name from the 
Welsh phrase ‘to keep’, 
is charged with looking 
after it. As part of this 
charge, Cadw manages 
129 properties which are 
in state care. 

“As well as the 
grandeur and solidity of 
our world-famous cas¬ 
tles, and the soaring 
grace of our religious 
houses, this portfolio 
includes a host of his¬ 
toric gems all across 
Wales and a timespan of 
around 6,000 years. 

“Tin ki nswood and St 
Lythan’s burial cham¬ 
bers are impressive 
monuments that date 
back to the time of the 
first farmers, around 
6,000 years ago and are 


one of the few clues we 
have into life in that far¬ 
away period. They are 
burial monuments, 
places to honour the 
ancestors. 

“Excavated in the 
19th century by anti¬ 
quarians in search of 
treasures, they have 
remained a fascination 
right up to the present 
day.” 


Gileston’s floral waste bin and signpost! 





ABOVE: Part of Llanmaes’ 
Diamond Jubilee garden. 


Dinas U^dows lAl 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

Replace your old 
conservatory roof 
with a new 
self-clean glass 
or polycarbonate 
roof 

Windows • Doors • Conservatories 
Porches • Fascia • Soffits • Guttering 

We also do repair work to windows and doors 

Telephone 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit l6,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry 

vvvvw.dmaswmdows.co.uk 
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PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


Two Megs, Bronte and 
Bracken lead the way! 


WARM evening 
sunshine with a 
pleasant breeze, 
greeted the eight 
walkers who joined 
Joy, Bronte and 
Bracken at Rhoose 
railway station 
and, with 

Labrador Meg and 
sheepdog Meg, set 
off through the 
fields at Rhoose 
Point adjacent to 
the railway line. 

Joining the Wales 
Coastal Path through 
Fontygary caravan park, 
they descended the cliff 
steps to the salt lagoons, 
which are refreshed by 
the incoming tide and 
the two Megs couldn’t 
contain themselves, 
plunging into the salty 
pools to cool off. 

Once, Pleasant 
Harbour was a thriving 
port where the River 
Thaw exited into the 
Bristol Channel, but 
when Aberthaw power 


station was built in 
1966, the river was re¬ 
routed and a sea 
defence wall was built 
along the coast to 
Gileston. 

The group had misty 
views towards 
Minehead, the Somerset 
coastline and parts of 
Exmoor and the still 
waters of the lake mir¬ 
rored the outline of the 
ruined Lime Works 
opened in 1888, produc¬ 
ing lime that had 
hydraulic properties and 
could be used in the 
construction of harbours 
and docks as it was able 
to set quickly in wet 
conditions. 

Passing through the 
reed beds, they waded 
through tall yellow 
melilot on a path behind 
the wooded grassy 
slopes of the waste 
material from the power 
station, spotting evening 
primrose, vetch teasels 
and thistles just begin¬ 
ning to turn purple and 
great drifts of willow 
herb, before reaching 


Fun day with an 
asthma message 


ABMU Health 


Board. 


Well Road which led 
them to East Aberthaw. 

Passing the lovely 
old thatched Blue 
Anchor inn that dates 
back to 1380, and resist¬ 
ing the urge to stop for 
refreshment, the group 
continued up the quiet 
Port Road where farm¬ 
ers were on tractors 
working in the fields. 

They had views 
across the massive quar¬ 
ry towards the cement 
works near Burton Hill, 
before continuing 
through Nurston, where 
they joined an old bri¬ 
dleway - stopping to 
give the dogs a well- 
earned drink. 

As the sun began to 
lower in the western sky 
they returned through 
barley fields on the 
edge of the airport to 
Rhoose village, and 
made their way back to 
their start. 

On August 3, meet at 
8.30am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a 14- 
mile mod/hard walk in 
the Doethie Valley and 
Soar y Mynydd on the 
edge of the Cambrians; 


contact Phil on 01446 
711533. On August 4 
meet at 9am at Cogan, 
for a 9-mile moderate 
walk in the Pontsticill 
area; contact Joy on 
01446 737131. 

On August 8, meet at 
7pm at Wenvoe church 
for a 4-mile easy 
evening walk in the 
Wenvoe and St Lythans 
area; contact Val on 
01446 734925. 

Programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 029 2025 5102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


ENFYS 

FAIR 


JANUARY DATE FOR RAIL 
LOCAL STATION PLATFORM 


AT a meeting with 
Network Rail, route 
director Mark 

Langman, and Dylan 
Bowen the public affairs 
director, Jane Hutt AM 
heard that the new plat¬ 
form at Barry town sta¬ 
tion will be completed 
by January 2014. 

“I am also pressing for an 
upgrade to Barry town sta¬ 
tion and more frequent serv¬ 
ices on the western Vale line 
- all possible now with the 
multi-million infrastructure, 
investment which removes 
barriers to these important 
developments,” the AM 
commented. 




ABOVE: Mark Langman and Dylan Bowen update 
the Vale AM on the new railway platform. 


HURRY DOWN-YOURCHANCETD GRAB 
A GENUINE SUMMER DEAL FOR YOUR GARDEN 


Tcjchin g Ag e n cy 
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COME AND VtSn SEASONS TO FIND OUT ABOUT OUR LATEST OFFERS AND AMAZING DEALS. 
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Board and Asthma 
UK Cymru, are 
hosting a special 
information fun 
day for primary 
schoolchildren with 
asthma on Sunday, 
August 4 at 
Bridgend 
Recreation Centre 
from Ham until 
2pm; entry is free. 

“Children can enjoy a 
tea party, bouncy castle 
and face painting, as 
well as many other 
activities. There will also 
be information available 
about asthma and a 
nurse specialist on hand 
to answer any questions 
that parents or children 
may have,” said Andrew 
Carrick, planning and 
partnership support man¬ 
ager for ABMU Health 


“We want to engage 
with families and give 
them the opportunity to 
speak to an asthma nurse 
specialist with any ques¬ 
tions they have. It is also 
a chance for us to edu¬ 
cate children about their 
condition in a fun and 
interesting way. 

“There will be inter¬ 
active learning sessions 
for children, and they’ll 
be given a pack to help 
them take responsibility 
for their condition, with 
help from parents. We 
would encourage chil¬ 
dren with asthma and 
their families to come 
along and see how we 
can help,” he added. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 029 
2043 5400 or email 
chailey @ asthma, org. uk. 


ENFYS Craft Fairs 
will be holding 
their next event in 
Barry on Saturday 
(August 3) at St 
Ffransis 

Millennium Hall, 
Park Road from 
10am - 4pm; 
entrance is free. 

In addition to the 
usual stalls this month 
will be scented candles, 
crocheted items, cake 
stands made from 
antique bone china 
plates and items made 
from driftwood. 

The named charity of 
the August fair will be 
Amelia Trust Farm. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact 01446 
418695/400149. 


£55 a £100 a 

teaching teachers 
assistants 
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GEM READERS’ LETTERS EXTRA 

'Talent is alive and well in 


O VER the last 
few days, I 
have been 
treated to some 
wonderful enter¬ 
tainment and am 
proud that we have 
such talented and 
committed people 
here in Barry. 

On Thursday evening, 
I attended the Barry Arts 
Centre at the Colcot and 
was delighted by the 
singing and dancing of 
the Changing Scenes 
Theatre Group, who 
ranged from three-year- 
olds right up to adults. 


Barry! ^ says the town mayor 


Under the direction of 
Emma Lee Wagner, they 
sang, danced and acted 
their way through one 
musical number after 
another, to the delight of 
the audience. 

The Barry Arts Centre 
may only be a small 
venue, but they know 
how to put on a show 
and if you like sequins, 
this was the place to be! 

Friday evening saw 
me at the Barry 
Memorial Hall for 
Billboard’s performance 
of Anything Goes. 

The singing and danc¬ 
ing was just wonderful, 
but the quality of the 


scenery and costumes 
was second to none and 
it brings home that there 
are so many people who 
work behind the scenes 
to make the show a suc¬ 
cess as well as those on 
the stage. 

The musical direction 
for Billboard comes 
from Emma Arscott, 
who is well known in 
Barry for her hard work 
with various musical 
groups in the town; 
which brings me nicely 
into my third day of 
entertainment when 
Emma accompanied the 
Barry Male Voice Choir 
in my civic service on 


Sunday July 28, once 
again in the Memorial 
Hall. 

The Barry Male Voice 
Choir, under the direc¬ 
torship of Dorothy 
Connell, never fail to 
entertain and they cer¬ 
tainly uphold the reputa¬ 
tion of the wonderful 
sound of the Welsh male 
voice choir and I am 
proud to say they belong 
to Barry. 

Guests at the civic 
service were not only 
treated to singing from 
the choir but also to the 
vocal talents of a young 
lady who attends Ysgol 


Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 
here in Barry, a Miss 
Jodie Bird. 

Jodie sang a stunning, 
a cappella version of 
Amazing Grace in the 
first half of the service 
which had the audience 
spellbound, and fol¬ 
lowed this later with a 
Welsh version of Fields 
of Gold. 

I would advise you to 
make a note of this 
name, as Jodie is defi¬ 
nitely a star for the 
future. 

We have such talent 
here in Barry and I 
would like to thank the 


VALEWAYS WALKS 


AUGUST 11, 2pm. 

Hidden Valley; St Brides’s Major by 
cattle grid. 

August 14, 10.30 pm. 

Llantwit Beach - the other way; 
Llantwit Major railway station car 
park. 

August 15, 10.30 am. 

Coffee Shop strollers; Rhoose rail¬ 
way station car park. 

Tues August 20, 1.30pm. 

The Lake in the Woods; Hensol 
Forest car park, Welsh St Donats 
(Grid ref 032768). 

August 21, 10.30am. 

Coffee Shop Strollers; Barry Hub, 
Cold Knap, Barry, outside Bridge 


Cafe. 

August 22, 10am. 

‘On the other side of the tracks’ - 
2hrs; Sycamore Tree Inn, 
Colwinston. 

August 25. 

Llysfaen/Mynydd Caerfftli; Maes 
parcio Tafarn Ty Mawr, 
Llysfaen/Lisvane. 

August 25, 2pm. 

Seven County View; Peterston Super 
Ely by footbridge. 

Walks last for 60 - 90 minutes 
except the ‘Coffee Shop Strollers’, 
which is an easy walk, accessible to 
all. 


'Clarification 

I T was with great dismay 
that I learnt that after our 
glorious council’s decision 
to prioritise seagulls over 
ongoing building demolition 
work, that they have now been 
joined in championing ^our 
feathered friends’ by another 
taxpayer-funded arm of the 
public sector, the Fire Service. 

Not once but twice they attended to 
a young seagull ‘stuck’ on the roof of 
a Holton road building (shutting the 
road with two fire engines) only to see 
their efforts come to naught after it 
did what comes naturally... and then 
flew off... 


dedicated children and 
adults who star in these 
productions, people like 
Emma Lee, Emma and 
Dorothy for directing 
the talent to be the best 
they can. 

To everyone who 
works behind the scenes, 
whether you sew on 
sequins, paint scenery, 
look after the lighting or 
if you are the dedicated 
parent supplying funds, 
taxi service and support, 
thank you all. 

Coun CLAIRE 
CURTIS 
Mayor of Barry 

on seagulls?’ 

Is there a reciprocal agreement with 
the Flatholm Avian Posse (FLAP) that 
if humans ever need assistance they 
will flock to assist mob-handed? 

Surely if a member of the public 
did call saying a bird was stuck, it 
might be wiser to point out that poten¬ 
tial fire-fighting was a priority and 
that, anyway, the bird would just fly 
away? 

I am, to put it politely, fascinated 
as to the decision-making process 
taken to release these resources, given 
that there is always the chance of an 
actual fire with potential injuries/fatal¬ 
ities ever present and would appreci¬ 
ate any clarification. 

Richard Cook, 

Barry 


'Growth markets 
not in the EU' 


A recent GEM 
correspondent 
invites us to 
imagine life outside 
the EU - so I will give 
it a try - a main 
frightener is loss of 
trade; the single mar¬ 
ket, and the deal 
being negotiated with 
the USA. 

As I understand it, if 
we joined the European 
free trade area we would 
still have access to both 
of these, and without the 
political baggage that 
comes with EU member¬ 
ship. 

I have heard no politi¬ 
cian even mention this 
possibility. In any case, 
growth markets are not 
in the EU, they are in 
the rest of the world. 

At present, our inter¬ 
ests in the councils 
which set international 
trade standards (includ¬ 
ing in the EU) are repre¬ 
sented for us by the EU. 
Norway, for example, 
has its own voice in 
these deliberations. 

We could regain con¬ 
trol of our fishing indus¬ 
try, or what of it has not 
been wrecked by the 
Common Fisheries 
Policy. 

We could take control 
of our foreign aid budg¬ 
et. A large part of this is 
administered by 
Brussels. If your readers 
wanted to donate money 
to a good cause would 
they (a) choose one; (b) 
let the UK Government 
choose one; (c) send the 


money to Brussels? 

We could regain con¬ 
trol of our borders. At 
present, the rule appears 
to be that we have to let 
Europeans gatecrash this 
country in order that we 
can gatecrash theirs. 
Good fences make good 
neighbours. 

We could save the 
large amounts of money 
that we give to the EU. 
Large amounts of this it 
loses (no audited 
accounts for 18 years). 

Some it wastes on 
exercises, such as the 
monthly trek between 
Brussels and Strasbourg. 

Then it gives us back 
some of what is left and 
tells us how to spend it. 

And then it makes us 
put up flags demonstrat¬ 
ing our gratitude at 
being given back some 
of our own money. 

What sort of deal is 
that, when we could 
decide ourselves what 
wants doing? And I do 
wish someone would do 
an expose of MEPs’ 
expenses claims I 

It would become 
apparent that the impetus 
behind the bottomless pit 
which is HS2 is (as with 
HS1 to Dover) none 
other than the EU with 
its directive for transport 
integration. Has anyone 
heard Mr Cameron men¬ 
tion this? We cannot 
expect Mr Clegg to do 
so. 

I think that will do for 
a start. 

RH Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

calLiUe Pavr Potior 

A lamity business with vast experience in the 
replacemerU door and worktop market. Everytmriy 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


f 


DOCTOR 


Tlt«. Poor Pochr 

01446 688018/01656 360027 
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Train ride, toys and 
ices on the beach 
at Barry Island... 



RECENTLY, 
PhillyBear’s 
Playgroup based at 
Barry 5th Sea Scout 
Hall, took the chil¬ 
dren to the beach, 
by train from Barry 
Dock to Barry 
Island. 

Some of the children 
had never been on a train 
before and found it very 
exciting, and they had 
plenty of space to be able 
to look out of the win¬ 
dows. 

At the Island, we all 
walked down to the 
beach which was fairly 
empty, so the children 
could go down to the 
water in small groups 
and collect water to play 
with and paddle in. 

They also got to talk 
to the lifeguards. Some 
of the children took a 
while to get used to the 
sand but once they did, 
enjoyed digging around 
and playing with all the 
toys that were there for 
them. 

At snack time, they 
enjoyed having a picnic 
and lots to drink as the 
weather was so hot. All 
the time, the children 
were checked that they 
had enough sun screen 
on and sun hats to keep 
them safe. 

Having arranged with 
John Zeraschi a few days 
earlier, we walked the 
children to his beach 



front cafe to have ice 
creams. They all handed 
over their money to pay 
and then sat on the wall 
to eat them which they 
were very excited about. 

When we all got back 
on the beach, it was very 
busy, so it was decided to 
leave the beach early, to 
ensure that all the chil¬ 
dren were kept safe. 

We arrived at the train 
station early, so the chil¬ 
dren got to have more 
drink and biscuits whist 
we were waiting and to 
see the men setting up the 
model railway. 

At Barry Dock, their 
parents were waiting for 
the children to hear about 
their adventure. 

This week, we had to 
say goodbye to some of 
the children as they are 
going to School in 
September, so wish them 
good luck as they are not 
attending playgroup dur¬ 
ing the holidays. 

PW 


New airport 
bus service 

THE new express bus service - ‘Cardiff Airport 
Express’, due to start today (August 1) and 
funded by the Welsh Government - will pro¬ 
vide more frequent, comfortable and speedier 
journeys for travellers between Cardiff Airport 
and the city centre, says the Vale of Glamorgan 
AM, Jane Hutt. 

“This is great news - high quality, conven¬ 
ient and affordable public transport to and 
from Cardiff Airport is vital for its future.” 



Apprentice 
Alex to open 
hospice fete 


THIS Saturday, 
August 3, the Marie 
Curie hospice’s 
annual garden 
party and fete will 
take place and be 
opened in Penarth 
by Alex Mills from 
TV’s ‘The 
Apprentice’. 

There will be enter¬ 
tainment from the New 
Orleans Parade Band, 
singing from local chil¬ 
dren’s theatre group-The 
Big Talent, as well as the 
usual face painting, chil¬ 
dren’s games, a tasty 
barbecue, courtesy of 
hospice chef Graham 
White and his team, a 
raffle with the chance to 
win some great prizes, 
including a TV and 
Eurostar tickets and, of 
course, the usual stalls 
where you can pick up a 
bargain. 

“The gate will be 
opened at 12.30pm and 
it will cost £1 for adults 
who will then be entered 
into a lucky programme 
draw with the chance of 
winning afternoon tea 
for two at St David’s 
Hotel. Children are free 
to enter. So why not 
come along with the 
whole family for a fun 
day out?” said Deborah 



ALEX MILLS. 

Hooper, hospice 
fundraising assistant. 

“Last year, we were 
sad to cancel the garden 
party as the hospice was 
closed during the sum¬ 
mer while it underwent a 
big refurbishment. 

“We are thrilled to be 
organising it this year, as 
it’s such a popular event 
among the community in 
Penarth and the Vale of 
Glamorgan, and we hope 
that even more people 
will come along to sup¬ 
port us on the day. 

“We rely on donations 
and income from events 
like these to keep the 
hospice going and thank 
the local community for 
their support.” 

Call the fundraising 
office at the Hospice on 
029 2042 6068for more 
details. We look forward 
to seeing you on the day 


Local children 
are chosen for 


Only Kids Aloud 


TEN local children 
have been selected 
to sing in the Wales 
Millennium 
Centre/Only Kids 
Aloud Choir. 

In 2012, Wales 
Millennium Centre 
teamed up with Only 
Men Aloud’s Musical 
Director Tim Rhys 
Evans to form a joint 
choir of children from 
across Wales. They have 
again joined forces and 
have been looking for 
talented youngsters 
between the ages of 9 
and 13, to form the 
2013/14 choir. 

Wales Millennium 
Centre has named the 70 
children chosen to repre¬ 


sent Wales in this new 
choir. 

Among them are: 

loan Lloyd from 
Bridgend; Lucy Miles 
from Barry; Rebekah 
West from Dinas Powys; 
Zoe Mules from 
Penarth; and Williams 
Davies, Huw Jones, 
Tanwen Mair Cray, Efa 
Angharad Cray, Nel 
Rhys Lewis all from the 
Cowbridge area; and 
Celyn Lewis, Pontyclun. 

Steve Williams, cre¬ 
ative learning officer at 
Wales Millennium 
Centre said: “We had 
410 auditions in total, 
and it’s been a tough 
process choosing just 
70.” 


£885 raised 
to Help 
the Heroes 

WYNDHAM Conservative Club in 
Harbour Road, Barry, held a fundraising 
barbecue which raised £885 for the Help 
for Heroes charity. 


Organised by the club steward, Richard 
Alexander, with the help of family, friends and the 
club, the ‘Bear-B-Q’ supported veterans, serving 
personnel and the families of those who have been 
wounded or injured, or have become sick, as a result 
of serving their country. 

Richard said: “A big thank you to everyone from 
myself and the Wyndham Conservative Club. I 
enjoyed tremendous help and support for the cause, 
and a special thanks to all those who contributed, 
both in terms of donations and support, and, indeed, 
for just turning up on the night.” 


STROKE UNIT 
TO OPEN IN 
THE AUTUMN 



ABOVE: Ron Walton (left) chairman of Vale 
50+ Strategy forum health group 
and Peter Walsh, hospital manager. 
University Hospital Llandough. 


THE new stroke 
rehabilitation unit 
at the Llandough 
Hospital, will open 
in the autumn, gen¬ 
eral manager Peter 
Walsh has told the 
health group of the 
Vale 50+ Forum. 

The unit is fast near¬ 
ing completion; and the 
multi-level car park is 
also on schedule to be 
completed at the same 
time, enabling work to 
start on the state-of-the- 
art mental health unit 
and modern concourse. 

“Llandough Hospital, 
far from being an out¬ 
moded general hospital. 


is becoming a centre of 
excellence in rehabilita¬ 
tion, orthopaedics, 
stroke and treatment of 
older people,” said 
Eorum chairman Ron 
Walton. 

If you have an interest 
in health, age discrimi¬ 
nation, transport, hous¬ 
ing, art, craft and 
leisure; and can attend 
bi-monthly meetings 
contact J Porter, Older 
People’s Coordinator, 
VOGC (01446 450201) 
or email jporter@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk for 
more information. Visit 
website at 

valeopf® webplus. net for 
forum news. 


Labour club 
wins reprieve 


THE OCLP social 
club at Ogmore, 
which was threat¬ 
ened with closure, 
has been reprieved. 

Eollowing the recent 
announcement to consult 
on closing the club, 
owners Ogmore Labour 
say they have “listened” 
and have decided to 
keep the club after all. 

Ogmore Labour secre¬ 
tary, Martin Hughes, 
explained: “After taking 
note of the views of the 
staff and customers of 
the OCLP Club, and fol¬ 
lowing discussions with 
our trustees, we have 
decided to keep the club 
open - at least for the 
time being. 

“Over the next few 
months, we will be con¬ 


centrating on our role as 
landlord of the club, and 
working with the club 
committee and other 
interested parties to try 
to secure a long term 
future for the club.” 

Club chair Richard 
Williams, added: “The 
club is currently man¬ 
aged by OCLP social 
club management com¬ 
mittee, comprising 
entirely of local Labour 
Party members. 

“We have already 
received some expres¬ 
sions of interest from 
prospective tenants, and 
we are optimistic that a 
sustainable and long¬ 
term solution, which is 
good for the community, 
can be achieved before 
too long.” 



VALE councillor for Castleland ward, Barry, Chris 
Elmore, is pictured at the Eood Co-Operative with 
volunteer Catherine Kinson, of the People’s Centre 
on the Thompson Street estate. 

He praised the food co-op, which provides fresh 
vegetables, fruit and eggs, and the dedicated team of 
volunteers who support the scheme. 
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NEWS FROM BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Pupils win a prize in 
schools competition 



Lewis Hazelwood and Connor Allison collect 
their prize at the Millennium Stadium. 

Jordan crosses 
the border, and 
swaps his beret! 



S/SGT Jordan 
Whiteley, a mem¬ 
ber of 

Northumberland 
ACF, has recently 
moved down from 
Newcastle and has 
transferred to the 
Dyfed and 
Glamorgan ACF. 

He has taken on the 
role of senior cadet in 
the Barry ACF 
Detachment. 

Although he is return¬ 
ing to the north, for his 
annual camp with the 
Northumberland 
Battalion, he looks for¬ 
ward to becoming a val¬ 
ued member of Barry 
detachment. 

He will be pursuing 


his Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh award 
through the ACF, and 
hopes to be going on a 
cadet leadership course 
very soon. 

But for now he is get¬ 
ting used to the Welsh 
accent! 

In the photo, above, 
he is changing his beret 
from the Royal Fusiliers 
of the Northumberland 
Battalion ACF, to the 
one worn by Royal 
Welsh Regiment cadets 
of the Dyfed and 
Glamorgan Battalion 
ACF. 

Army cadets parade 
at 7pm to 9pm on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
and can be contacted on 
07761-566-160. 


BARRY Comprehensive 
School entered the Welsh 
Heritage Schools Initiative 
annual competition for the 
first time, and won a prize. 

The aim of the initiative is to 
encourage pupils across Wales to 
take a greater interest in their her¬ 
itage through a nationwide competi¬ 
tion. The project requires research, 
collection of materials, analysis and 
evaluation, and communication 
skills. Schools are visited by judges 
who assess the project. 

Barry Comprehensive School was 
represented by a group of year-10 
students - Connor Allison, Fabian 
Britten, Lewis Hazelwood, Harry 
Lambert, Tom Jones, Ross Merrills 
and James Scott. All the boys 
worked extremely hard throughout 
their investigation into the reasons 
for the building of Barry Docks. 

They created a PowerPoint pres¬ 
entation and a wall display, planned 
and delivered a lesson to year-7 
pupils and devised a homework pack 
for year-9 pupils. Their work is due 
to be displayed in the local library. 

The awards ceremony took place 
in the Millennium Stadium and 
prizes were awarded for the best 
projects in each category: infant, pri¬ 
mary, secondary and special schools. 

These prizes were presented by 
the sponsors who donated them. 
Lewis and Connor collected the 
prize from Admiral Group pic on 
behalf of the school. 

A huge well done to the boys who 
took part - they should be very 
proud of what they achieved - and 
the history department looks for¬ 
ward to building upon this success in 
next year’s competition. 


Liverpool 
trip looks 
at history 
of slavery 

Recently, 42 year-9 students from the 
school visited the International Slavery 
Museum in Liverpool. 

The focus of the trip was to hear the 
untold stories of enslaved people and to 
learn about historical and contemporary 
slavery. 

There are three main galleries in the 
museum - ‘Life in West Africa 
‘Enslavement and the Middle Passage 
and‘Legacies of Slavery’. The boys 
found the second gallery especially 
helpful, as they are currently studying 
the transatlantic slave trade. 

It revealed some of the brutality suf¬ 
fered by enslaved Africans on the voy¬ 
age across the Atlantic, and the oppres¬ 
sion of their lives on plantations in the 
Americas. 

The museum shares its facilities with 
the Merseyside Maritime Museum, so 
the students were able to view other 
exhibitions. One of great interest was 
‘Seized! The Border and Customs 
uncovered’. 

Here, the boys entered the world of 
the Customs officer - a dark and unseen 
world of smuggling, intrigue and dan¬ 
ger, where things are not always what 
they seem. 

There was also time for the students 
to explore the Albert Dock area. Some 
took this opportunity to visit ‘The 
Beatles Story ’ and discovered the stories 
of the band’s lives, times, culture and 


Vale success at 
the Royal Welsh 
Show - and a 
meeting with 
Prince Charles! 



ABOVE: Jane, Faith and Derek present 
Prince Charles with a gift for his 
new grandson George. 


A Poll Dorset ewe 
from the 
Kennixton Flock 
was one of the 
many livestock 
exhibits from the 
Vale to enjoy suc¬ 
cess at this year’s 
50th Royal Welsh 
Show. 

The flock, co-owned 
by Jane Bissett and 
Derek Frankham from 
Barry, has enjoyed suc¬ 
cess at county level and 
they were keen to have 
the experience of taking 
part in the Royal Welsh 
Show, one of the great¬ 
est livestock events in 
Europe. 

The event turned out 
to be a bitter-sweet 
experience because on 
the first day of the show 
Jane and Derek received 
a telephone call to say 
that their prize-winning 
ram, at home, had col¬ 
lapsed. 

Jane told The GEM: 
“The community at 
Moulton, where we 
keep the sheep, are 
wonderful and we could 
not have even gone to 
the show without their 
support. 

“I knew I had to go 
home, so I left Derek 
with my show coat and 
numbers, and suggested 
that he might be able to 
find someone to put 
them on and maybe give 
him a hand.” 

Arriving back in the 
Vale it was clear to Jane 
that the ram was in a 
bad way. The vet was 
called but despite every 
effort to save him, the 
following morning he 
died leaving her devas¬ 
tated. 

Meanwhile, back at 
the show, Mrs Rhiannon 
Richards and her hus¬ 
band, Philip David, 
from Bridgend, stepped 
in to give Derek a hand. 

Mrs Richards had 
been showing in the 
pony classes and was at 
the sheep sheds to sup¬ 
port her mother, Mrs 
Elizabeth Matthews, 
who was also showing 
Poll Dorset sheep for 
the first time. 

However, they didn’t 
hesitate, and as soon as 
they found out what had 
happened, they offered 
their help. 

Derek explained: 
“Everyone was amaz¬ 
ing. When they discov¬ 
ered Jane had been 
forced to go home, they 
all rallied round to help. 

“Rhiannon was fan¬ 
tastic. I just couldn't 
have done it without 
her. Philip was a great 


support, sorting out 
where I should be with 
which sheep.” 

Jane and Derek’s 
granddaughter Faith, 
aged 6, couldn't contain 
her excitement when 
one of the sheep 
(Poppy) got a sixth 
place. 

AMAZING 
Derek continued: “It 
was a wonderful week. 
The camaraderie in the 
sheep shed has been 
something I have never 
experienced before. 

“The Welsh Dorset 
Breeders are an amazing 
bunch and have always 
made us so welcome, 
but really this week has 
been something special 
for the whole family 
and we are definitely 
coming back next year. 

“Maybe we’ll try less 
sheep but bring more 
grandchildren!” 

Mrs Elizabeth 
Matthews from the Vale 
who was also showing 
her Poll Dorset sheep 
for the first time came 
home with second and 
sixth places with her 
ewe lambs and a sixth 
place with a ram lamb. 

Jane said: “Eor our 
first Royal Welsh we 
have had a wonderful 
experience, the show is 
an incredible feat of 
manpower management 
and planning. 

“Getting all the stock, 
equipment, feed and 
straw and all the people 
on and off the show- 
ground has to be seen to 
be believed. 

“As ‘newbies’, we 
didn't really know how 
everything worked but 
everyone has been so 
kind and so helpful it 
made it a great experi¬ 
ence.” 

On Wednesday, 


Prince Charles visited 
the sheep category at 
the show and Derek, 
Jane and Eaith were 
able to give him a gift 
for George his new 
grandchild - a Poll 
Dorset sheepskin from 
the Kennixton Elock 
which they had pro¬ 
duced themselves. 

The Prince, a 
staunch supporter of the 
sheep industry, thanked 
the family and was keen 
to ask about the origin 
of the skin. 

He asked Jane about 
the curing process and, 
of course, the breed of 
sheep from which it had 
come - and was clearly 
delighted that it was a 
home-grown British 
breed. 

Jane concluded, 
“Never in my wildest 
dreams did I think that 
we would experience a 
week like we've had. 

“Meeting the Prince, 
winning a ribbon - but 
it is thanks to everyone 
at home and everyone at 
the show who supported 
us that we achieved 
what we did.” 

Eaith, who was too 
young to show at the 
Royal Welsh this year, 
is now looking forward 
to the Vale Show where 
she is keen to have her 
turn taking the sheep in 
the show ring. 

There were many 
other local winners from 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
and surrounding areas, 
including Mr Tudor 
Harris, Bonvilston, with 
his Blue Eaced Leicester 
Sheep; Mrs Elizabeth 
Matthews of Troes with 
her Poll Dorset Sheep; 
and Mr Michael King of 
Porthcawl, in the eques¬ 
trian classes, with his 
Section C. 
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‘POTENTIALLY SERIOUS ISSUES UNCOVERED’ 

Council building department under 
review after auditors are called in 


MAJOR CHANGES are on 
the way in the Vale Council’s 
huilding services - after an 
internal audit uncovered 
“potentially serious issues”. 

The news was revealed at Monday’s 
meeting of the Vale Council cabinet 
(July 29) in a report by managing direc¬ 
tor Sian Davies. 

Cabinet members were told that in 
March this year, concerns were raised 
with the Head of Accountancy and 
Resource Management. 

These concerns included suggestions 
that some building services staff were 
claiming to be on jobs when they were 
not, were taking extended lunch breaks, 
and were using vans for non work-relat¬ 
ed purposes. 

Cabinet members were told that “a 
robust audit investigation” was carried 
out, and the results were detailed in the 
managing director’s report. 

The report said that, on initial investi¬ 
gation, it has been identified that further 
testing and evidence collection is 
required to prove or disprove the allega¬ 


tions raised. These are currently under 
investigation and will be the subject of 
separate audit reports. 

However, the managing director’s 
report says that an expensive electronic 
state of-the-art system, designed to keep 
track of staff who were out of the office 
on jobs, is not being operated correctly. 

The report says that the system initial¬ 
ly went well, but concerns led to a report 
this February, and this prompted a much 
more “robust” audit. 

The report says that the electronic 
mobile system appears to be a good sys¬ 
tem and has a proven track record of 
working. 

Hardware and software has been 
bought with a view to rolling out the 
mobile system across the whole service, 
although this has not happened to date. 

The report says: “It should be noted 
that the additional equipment procured 
is still sitting idle. In total, £768,000 
has been spent on the complete system 
(eConSol and Opti-Time) and annual 
maintenance since 2008. 

“This can only be justified if the effi¬ 
ciencies generated by its implementation 


\ by PHILIP IRWIN | 

are greater than the cost. ” 

The report goes on: “Based upon the 
testing undertaken, the auditors have 
found that the operatives are no longer 
using the Personal Digital Assistants 
(PDAs) correctly (these are hand-held 
devices through which they receive their 
daily schedule of jobs to be undertaken). 

“Operatives are stating they are ‘on 
way’ when clearly they are elsewhere 
and that they arrive ‘on site’, in some 
cases, several hours later”. 

The report continues: “The findings of 
this review has revealed that the opera¬ 
tives have a large proportion of idle/non 
verified time. 

“The whole ethos of mobile working 
is based on the fact that operatives can 
start work from home and go straight to 
site, making the service more efficient. 

“However, the auditors have found 
that many operatives tend to come to the 
Alps at the start and end of the working 
day, and this time is also charged to the 
client. ” 

The report has this to say about 


staffing levels: “These findings imply 
that there are too many operatives or not 
enough work. Building Services has 
taken on 11 agency workers since 
September 2012 to undertake WHQS 
(Welsh Housing Quality Standard) 
work. 

“The need for this level of agency 
staff is, therefore, questionable, and 
management should be reviewing the 
work levels and skills of permanent 
staff. ” 

Coun Phil Clarke, an independent 
councillor who represents Rhoose, told 
The GEM: “A number of local residents 
had raised concerns with me about 
working practices in this department. 

“The report seems to show that these 
concerns have some foundation. 

“It is important that public money and 
resources should be used as efficiently 
as possible, and I am encouraged to see 
the council taking prompt action.” 

These actions include the setting up of 
a cabinet working group to look at the 
issues raised by the report. 

Also, the Director of Visible Services 
and Housing, and the Head of Housing 


and Building Services have been told to 
put systems in place that will get the 
electronic monitoring system working 
properly. 

This should, says the report, be with a 
view to rolling out the electronic mobile 
working system, as appropriate, to the 
entire Building Services workforce 
including WHQS and public buildings 
work. 

The head of Housing and Building 
Services is being asked to put together a 
project plan to deal with all the issues 
raised in the report. 

This plan will need to be approved by 
the managing director, the director of 
Visible Services and Housing, the 
Leader and the relevant cabinet member. 

The head of Housing and Building 
Services has also been asked to arrange 
refresher training as soon as possible for 
all relevant staff on the correct use of 
the PDAs and the electronic monitoring 
system. 

Also, Internal Audit will continue to 
investigate specific allegations and any 
other issues arising from the audit. 
Outcomes will be reported separately. 




Dinas anger over plans 
to demolish buildings 
on former St Gyres site 


Barty Male Voice Choir performed at the service held in the Memorial Hall. 


Barry Mayor honoured 
at Civic Sunday event 



LEFT: 

The Mayor of 
Barry, Coun Claire 
Curtis (centre) and 
husband Coun 
Rob Curtis, with 
Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant Colin 
Jones, the Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor, 
Coun Margaret 
Wilkinson, and her 
consort, 

Jayne Norman. 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
JOHN O’BEIRNE 
VALE PRESS 
PICTURES 
To order images: 

Tel: 01446 738823 
Mobile: 07916 643617 
valepresspix @ lineone.net 

THE pomp and ceremony of 
Civic Sunday in Barry, honour¬ 
ing the town’s new mayor, Coun 
Claire Curtis, took place on 
Sunday, July 28. 

Local photographer John 
O’Beirne was on hand to cap¬ 
ture images of the day. 

The service at the Memorial 
Hall was conducted by Father 
Ben Andrews, and Barry Male 
Voice choir performed with the 
soloist Jodie Bird. 


@gem_news 


THE remaining 
buildings on the site 
of St Gyres School 
in Dinas Powys will 
be demolished 
before the summer 
is out, writes 
PHILIP IRWIN. 

In making the deci¬ 
sion, the caMnet of the 
Vale Council cited the 
costs of maintaining and 
securing the buildings 
from theft and vandal¬ 
ism. 

Specialist contractors 
and consultants will 
move in to do ground 
condition and topograph¬ 
ic surveys - surveys that 
will inform any subse¬ 
quent decisions on the 
future of the site. 
However, some locals 
are angry, saying that 
recent consultation did 
not make clear that dem¬ 
olition was on the hori¬ 
zon. 

Cabinet members at 
the meeting were told 
that a public consultation 
generated a total of 477 
responses, including an 
“expression of interest in 
the former school build¬ 
ings from a third party 
community group”. 

The report said that 
subsequent discussions 
with this group at a meet¬ 
ing with officers has con¬ 
firmed that their propos¬ 
als are not dependant 
upon using the existing 
buildings. 

Members were told 
that the empty school 
buildings have become 
an “on-going security 
and maintenance liabili¬ 
ty” - and that demolition 
was the answer. 

An ‘urgency proce¬ 
dure’ has been requested 
to ensure that the demoli¬ 
tion project can start dur¬ 
ing the school summer 
holidays to reduce the 
risks associated with 
children playing on the 
site or entering the build¬ 


ing following a break-in 
before the building is re¬ 
secured. The report said 
that buildings have been 
secured since the school 
left in July 2012 but have 
suffered repeated break- 
ins. The cost to board up 
the building and replace 
damaged boarding 
totalled £24,716 in 
2012/13 and £5,057 to 
date in 2013/14. 

If the buildings are not 
demolished these costs 
will continue to be 
incurred. Following a 
risk assessment, council 
officers cannot attend the 
site alone, so each report¬ 
ed break-in requires 
attendance from two offi¬ 
cers, including the coun¬ 
cil’s asbestos surveyor to 
confirm that no damage 
has been caused to 
asbestos containing 
materials within the 
building. 

The estimated cost of 
the demolition of the 
property is in the region 
of £300,000 and will be 
funded from the School 
Investment Strategy 
fund, which will be reim¬ 
bursed by capital receipts 
received through the sale 
of part of the site to 
Brackley Investments for 
the construction of a 
medical centre. 

Coun Chris Franks of 
Plaid Cymru, who repre¬ 
sents Dinas Powys on the 
Vale Council, said: 
“During the consultation 
process, the option to tear 
down all the buildings 
was not disclosed in any 
meaningful way during 
public meetings, the 
report to the community 
council, at the cabinet 
question and answer ses¬ 
sion held in Dinas 
Powys, or through the 
documents produced by 
the authority. 

“The latest leaflet pro¬ 
duced by the council and 
circulated to the commu¬ 
nity entitled ‘The Next 
Steps’ fails to mention 


the intention to demolish 
the buildings.” 

Local councillors have 
not been formally 
involved with the cabinet 
working party or invited 
to comment or give evi¬ 
dence concerned with the 
development of the site.” 

He continued: “There 
is reference to a ‘third 
party community group’ 
in the report. 
Unfortunately the identi¬ 
ty of this group is 
unclear. 

“However, I would 
specifically ask if any 
definite offer has been 
made to any group to 
make use of any of the 
buildings and what was 
the response. 

“Is there not an option 
to maintain a section of 
the buildings for commu¬ 
nity use? This should cut 
costs of rebuild in the 
cases of say, the Baptist 
Church and the Gym 
Club. I would urge that 
this matter be deferred 
for wider consultations.” 

In response, Coun 
Chris Elmore, the cabinet 
member for children’s 
services, said: “The con¬ 


sultation for potential 
uses for the site as a 
whole was wide ranging, 
I do not agree that there 
was inadequate consulta¬ 
tion. The extensive con¬ 
sultation did not reveal a 
feasible use for the for¬ 
mer school buildings. 

“The condition of the 
buildings gives me grave 
cause for concern and to 
minimise the risk to the 
community the report 
recommended the demo¬ 
lition of the buildings as 
soon as possible. 

Local councillors for 
Dinas Powys have been 
invited to inspect the 
buildings so they can see 
the condition for them¬ 
selves. 

“Officers are still hav¬ 
ing positive discussions 
with community groups 
and other organisations 
regarding a mixed devel¬ 
opment at the site. 

“I can assure the local 
members that they will 
be consulted upon the 
options, as we have 
already done in the 
development of the new 
medical centre at the 
site,” he added. 


FoE MEETING 

THE next meeting of Barry&Vale Friends 
of the Earth will he on August 6 in the 
Castle Hotel, Jewel Street, Barry, at 
7.30pm. 

The group has supported FoE’s ‘BEE 
Cause’ campaign and are glad to see the 
Government take action to protect bees, 
which are so vital to life. 

The group is also working with those who 
are organised to oppose proposed housing 
developments at Weycock Cross and Green 
Earm. 

The FoE Group has worked with those 
opposed to ‘Eracking’ for Gas in the Vale 
and have joined the ‘Erack-Eree Wales’ 
organisation, believing that this mad rush for 
gas, to burn off more carbon, will only 
increase global warming. 

Keith Stockdale, Barry & Vale 
Friends of the Earth co-ordinator 
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'Our service is second to none' 

w 


GMADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


TELCOME 
to 

Mixcrete 

Ltd. 

We are a national 
company now based at 
Llandow, and we have 
a wide variety of prod¬ 
ucts at competitive 
prices. 

Mixcrete is a leading 
manufacturer and sup¬ 
plier of Ready Mixed 
Mortar, Concrete, 
Screed and Limesand, 
as well as a supplier of 
most types of aggre¬ 
gates. 

All of our cement- 
based products are 
manufactured to the 
relevant British stan¬ 
dards on our state of 
the art, fully-comput¬ 


erised, batching plants. 

We supply national 
house builders, local 
authorities, housing 
associations, civil engi¬ 
neering companies, 
bricklaying contrac¬ 
tors, screeders, plaster¬ 


ers, general builders, as 
well as the general 
public. 

We pride ourselves 
on our excellent prod¬ 
ucts, along with a first- 
class customer service 
that we truly believe is 


second-to-none. 

You can find us: 
Llandow Industrial 
Estate turn first right 
after the Tower Cafe, 
then first gate on the 
left. 


Mincrele 


Na?IIL 


Unit 25, Llandow Industrial 
Estate 

First right after Tower Cafe, First gate on left. 
Between Cowbridge & Llantwit Major 

Tel. 07853 697165 

Also CARDIFF - NEWPORT - LLANELLI 


www.mixcrete.co.uk 



Changes offers a new perspective 


C HANGES 
Buddhist 
and therapy 
centre, opened in 
early May this year 
and is a new and 
exciting venture for 
south Wales. 

The Buddhist centre 
houses the only 
Japanese Shingon 
Buddhist temple in the 
UK. 

The temple at 
Changes in St Athan has 
a master in Japan - and 
a lineage of some 1,200 
years in Japan - and 
before this China and 
India, back to the time 
of the Buddha 2,600 
years ago. It offers 
another perspective on 


life; priests, monks, and 
nuns, who live normal 
everyday lives with 
family and jobs in their 
respective communities. 

Non religious tools 
help with the stresses 
and strains of modem 
living. 

My name is Tenjo. I 
am head priest for the 
UK and I work exten¬ 
sively in acute mental 
health in the NHS. I 
teach and practice 
Mindfulness meditation 
for both staff and espe¬ 
cially patients, as well 
as running courses and 
workshops in 
Mindfulness meditation 
and emotional healing 
etc, at Changes in St 
Athan. 


In my absence, the 
temple is mn by Wendy 
Elizabeth Heard 
(Buddhist name Seijo) 
who was ordained by 
the master on his annual 
visit from Japan. 

Wendy is a therapies 
practitioner, and holds 
meditation classes as 
well as healing sessions 
at the temple. There is 
also a therapies side to 
Changes, where many 
different therapies can 
be experienced given by 
qualified and insured 
therapists. 

People are welcome 
to come and have tea 
and sit in the beautiful 
temple space and find a 
place of peace and 
serenity, without having 





Lifestyle, Therapies & Education 

Specialising in,,, 

Curative Hypnotherapy 
Reflexology • Kaji • Reiki 
Chronic Pain Management for M.E. 
and Fibromyalgia 

Oriental Therapies including acupuncture 
Massage for Medical/Sports Injuries - 
Japanese, Chinese, African & Indian 
Treatments 

Shiatsu for the family, friends and babies 
Singing Bowls • Meditation for children 
Stress Management 

Counselling - addiction/drugs and alcohol, 
couples counselling, personal issues, self 
esteem, CBT, life coaching, emotional 
abuse and violence 


M.BABTAC, M.IMSS, AOBTA 
(App, MST) NCCAOM.LAC 



Wendy Heard 

Hopwood Health Practitioner 



William Wright 


Also available courses and classes in 
Personal Dowsing, Yoga and Tai Chi, 
Oriental Health and Well Being 
and Emotional Management. 

Free Teas and Coffee, 

Call in for a chat - All Welcome! 


Rock Road . St Athan . 

Vale of Glamorgan . CF62 4PG 

(Next door to the Post Office - parking at rear) 

01446 750377 

Find us on facebook ^ ^ 


‘•Ail 


In Business Update 


Reawaken your self-confidence! 



CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

DU 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 


to engage in any of the 
therapies, along with 
workshops. 

There are ongoing 
workshops and an out¬ 
reach facility will be 
looking to work in 
schools. 

We are looking to 
grow usefully into the 
surrounding communi¬ 
ties, and hope to enjoy 
the support of local peo¬ 
ple in our endeavours. 

Tenjo Sensei 
(teacher) 

Daikokuji UK 
PS We also offer cou¬ 
ples blessings in the 
temple or on the 
beach...pet services, and 
Buddhist funerals. 


Were you inspired 
by Le Tour? 

I F you’ve been motivated by the rid¬ 
ing on this year’s Tour de France and 
the performance by Team SKY and 
another British winner, now is the time to 
get out on a bike! 

If you’ve spotted a bargain on the internet, but 
don’t like the thought of putting it together, or have 
a bike lurking in the shed. Vale Cycle Servicing is 
here to help; bike assembly, to BS6102, or a service 
start from £30. 

VCS will be at the Vale Show this year so come 
and say hello and see what we have to offer. 





Mobile 
or Collect 
& Return 

FREE 

across 
the Vale 


»Servicing • Repairs 
•Tyres & Tubes 

• Wheel Building & Truing 

• Parts Fitting 

• New Bike Assembly & Set-up 

• Events • Emergency Call Outs 

• Cycle Fleets & Corporate 

• Professional Service ~ 

• Sensible Prices. 



M: 07812 033 064 
mW. VALECYCL£S£RVICm.CO.UK 
E:PETmVALECYCLESmiCIHB.CO.UK 


I SN’T it interesting that we all have 
confidence at birth? Often life expe¬ 
riences can dent our self-belief and if 
left unchecked may lead to problems. 

These range from fear of interviews; being 
unable to stand up for ourselves; relationship prob¬ 
lems - or feeling incapable of going after the things 
we want in life. 

Lack of confidence can be an underlying factor 
for weight problems or phobias. It can also lead to 
low self-esteem and a negative view of the future, 
as well as feelings of anxiety. 

Fortunately, Solution Focused Hypnotherapy can 
help reduce/eliminate anxiety and work with your 
subconscious mind - to reawaken your natural con¬ 
fidence, optimism and motivation to succeed. 

For a chat, or to arrange a free initial consulta¬ 
tion, contact Sue Pitman on 07795 964066 or 
emailcardijfhypnotherapy solutions @gmail. com. 

Chemistry course 

G ordon 

Hughes BSc 
(Hons) CSci 
CChem MRSC 
offers a summer 
chemistry course 
with A-Level chem¬ 
istry lessons ideal 
for anyone: 

Are you thinking of 
starting studying AS- 
level chemistry? Are 
you already on an A- 
level chemistry course? 

Four course 
options: 

1. Introduction to AS 
chemistry - covers the 
transition from GCSE to 
AS focusing on the con¬ 
cepts that cause difficul¬ 
ty- 

2. AS chemistry an in 
depth coverage of the 
first module. (CHI, 


F321) 

3. AS chemistry an in 
depth coverage of the 
second module. (CH2 
F322) 

4. A2 chemistry for 
those progressing to A2 
- covers the first mod¬ 
ule. (CH4, F324) 

Plus various options 
available, depending on 
your present level of 
knowledge. 

Location: 

Five two-hour lessons 
at Bridgend College 
(Queens Road Campus), 
August 19-23. 

Phone or email 
Gordon for more infor¬ 
mation and booking 
details. Mobile: 07427 
428559. Email: 
science_tutor@ 
hotmail.co.uk. Website: 
https://sites. google, com/s 
ite/sciencegradebooster/ 


Summer 

Chemistry Course 

Gordon Hughes BSc (Hons) CSci CChem MRSC 

A Level Chemistry lessons ideal for anyone: 

• Thinking of starting studying AS level Chemistry 

• Already on an A level Chemistry course 

Date 19th - 23rd August, 2013 
Phone or email Gordon for more 
information and booking details. 

Mobile: 07427 428559 
E-mail: science_tutor@hotmail.co.uk 


Banks aim to promote recycling 


T here are a number 
of recycling bring 
banks (also called 
bring sites) located across 
the Vale. 

They are regularly checked by 
council officers to ensure that 
sites are not being abused. They 
are located in communities to 
help residents to recycle even 


more and more materials. 

Said Stephen Abdulla, one of 
the waste management team, 
whose duty it is to carry out regu¬ 
lar checks: “Not at every site, but 
Vale banks include: paper, glass, 
cans, card, plastic, textiles, car¬ 
tons, books and music.” 

The Vale of Clamorgan 
Council’s cabinet member for 


environment and visible services, 
Coun Rob Curtis added: “Our 
website has up-to-date informa¬ 
tion including what can be recy¬ 
cled at each bank and where they 
are located. 

“On our web pages is useful A 
to Z listing, so you can check if 
you really are recycling as much 
as you can.” 
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GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 


Are you ready 
to invest? 


BESPOKE 

JEWELLERY 


M any people 
may have 
cash saved 
in the bank, and 
whilst it is important 
to have a rainy-day 
or emergency fund, 
you may be missing 
opportunities to 
make the remainder 
of your money work 
harder for you - 
especially when rates 
of interest being paid 
on savings held in 
banks and building 
societies are so low. 

When savings pay 
less than inflation, using 
these deposit accounts 
means that you will lose 
some of the real value of 
the money you put in. 

So what is the alter¬ 
native? A financial 
advisor will be able to 
help you to decide 
whether or not investing 
your money would be a 
better option. 


Investing means using 
your money to buy 
assets that you think will 
increase in value over 
time - eg property or 
shares in a fund. If your 
financial goals are medi¬ 
um to longer term (five 
years-i-), then it is proba¬ 
bly worth considering an 
investment. 

The type of invest¬ 
ments that are most suit¬ 
able will depend on your 
goals, your risk profile 
and how long you are 
prepared to leave your 
money invested. 

CBK’s financial advi¬ 
sors can help you to set 
your goals and, by 
understanding your cir¬ 
cumstances and needs, 
recommend a solution to 
help you achieve them. 

The value of invest¬ 
ments and income from 
them may go down. 

You may not get back 
the original amount 
invested. 




clear and concise 
financial advice 


84 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX 

Telephone: 0300 303 8525 
www.cbkwales.co.uk 
Email: info@cbkwales.co.uk 

CBK Wales is a trading style of CBK (Swansea) Ltd which is an 
appointed representative of TenetConnect Services Ltd which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 



A fter estab¬ 
lishing our 
successful 
jewellers, 
Brooklinde 
Jewellery, in 
Cardiff 13 years 
ago, we are pleased 
to announce the 
opening of our sec¬ 
ond shop. Bespoke 
Jewellery 
Workshop, off the 
High Street in 
Barry. 

We are contemporary 
jewellers who work in 
platinum, palladium, 
gold and silver, show¬ 
casing our own hand¬ 
made designs by Clare 
Baldwin and Emma 
Hedges, as well as lead¬ 
ing British and 


European designers. 

Commissions and 
redesigns are also a 
consistent element of 
our business. 

We often remodel 
customers’ old or 
unworn jewellery to 
create an exclusive 
piece to suit their own 
unique style. 

Robert Linder our 
goldsmith, has a fully- 
equipped workshop on 
the premises, which 
allows him to accom¬ 
modate commissions. 

He welcomes repairs 
- including claw re-tip- 
ping, diamond and gem¬ 
stone replacement, 
resizing and polishing - 
some of which can 
often be completed 
within the hour. 



We're here to help you hear! 


D O you, or someone 
you know, suffer 
from hearing prob¬ 
lems, or constant ‘ringing 
in the ears’? 

The Hearing and Independent 
Living Centre is pleased to 
announce the opening of its 


newest hearing testing facility 
within the Barry Eye Centre. 

We offer a free hearing test 
and demonstration of the latest 
wireless digital hearing systems 
with one of our fully-qualified 
hearing professionals. 

We also offer the Xino 


MAKE LISTENING I • IS 

ENJOYABLE AGAIN 


Expert care of 
foot problems 

V ALE Podiatry & Chiropody have the 
answer for all your foot problems at 
our two clinics in Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major. 

We also offer home appointments to patients 
who, due to poor mobility, find it difficult to come 
to the clinic. 

Mother and daughter team, Angela and Sarah, 
specialise in assessing, diagnosing and treating 
abnormalities and diseases of the lower limb. 

Take care to choose a Health & Care Professions 
Council (HCPC) registered chiropodist or podia¬ 
trist. You are assured of receiving the highest stan¬ 
dard of treatment from a fully-trained and regis¬ 
tered professional. 


Footcare for All - 
Friendly, Professional Podiatrists 


fy - .-.v 

Angela Battrick Sarah Battrick 

Dip.Pod.M,M.Ch.S. BSc (Hons) Pod.M M.Ch.S 

Our treatments include: 

• Nail Cutting 

• Corn and Callous Removal 

• Verruca Treatment 

• Nail Surgery 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Bio-mechanical Assessment 

• Orthotics 


A Range of Footcare Products Available 
Call: 01446 790199 
Newport House, Commercial Street 
Llantwit Major CF61 6RB 
Call: 01446 771058 
]23 High Street, Cowbridge. CF71 7AE 
Email: hello@valepodiatry.co.uk 
www.valepodiatry.co.uk 


Wi S*ri*$ liMriog aicH by Starkly. 
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We turn dream 
into reality... 


H ere at 
Thomas 
Kitchens & 
Bedrooms, we 
believe that ‘Home 
is where the Heart 
is’, which is why 
we are committed 
to providing quali¬ 
ty products at 
affordable prices - 
so that everyone 
can enjoy the luxu¬ 
ry of a beautiful 
kitchen or bed¬ 


room, whatever the 
budget or whether 
it be of a tradition¬ 
al, contemporary 
or modern design. 

With a variety of spe¬ 
cial offers, flexible 
design appointments, 
quality products at com¬ 
petitive prices, a wel¬ 
coming showroom and 
over 20 years ’ installa¬ 
tion experience, Thomas 
Kitchens & Bedrooms 
can take the strain out 
of making that dream 
transformation a reality. 


thomas^ 



Tinnitus, small and comfortable 
in-ear devices designed to deliver 
all day relief from tinnitus (ring¬ 
ing in the ears). 

So, give us a call... you may 
not know what you are missing. 
Free home demonstration avail¬ 
able, call 0800 587 2318. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

IFREE INSTALLATION 
ON KITCHENS! 

Subject to terms and conditions. 

Also an impressive range of 
bedroom furniture ... 


ir 


Call now for your FREE HOME VISIT 

Tell 01656 662665 
Mob 107872 451612 

Visit us at 

4 Derwen Road, Bridgend CF3I ILH 
I enquiries @ thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 

I www.thomaskitcheiisaiidbedrooms.co.iik 


Walk Ten for 
Marie Curie! 


ON August 17y 
walkers from across 
south Wales will be 
taking part in the 
3rd annual ‘Walk 
Ten ’ event at 
Margam Country 
Park - to raise 
funds for local 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care nurses. 

This year, the event 
will be supported by the 
Cardiff Cougars - a 
cheerleading squad who 
have won numerous 
championship titles in 
the UK and the USA. 

Walk Ten is a twilight 
10km walk that starts at 
7pm from the castle in 
Margam Park and, for 


the first time, there will 
also be a shorter wheel¬ 
chair/pram friendly 
route, for those who 
don’t think they can 
manage the full route, 
and children under 16 
still can come along 
completely free of 
charge with a paying 
adult. 

At 10pm, there will 
be a firework display to 
mark the time when 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care nurses begin their 
shifts caring for termi¬ 
nally ill patients in their 
own homes. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, or to register, call 
0845 052 4184 or visit 
www.mariecurie. org. uk/ 
margampark. 
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Out and About with He (JEM 


Tax advice 

FREE tax advice will be 
available from 9.30am - 
11.30am, at the Senior 
Health Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry on Monday July 29. 
No appointment needed. 
Contact 01446 732385 for 
further information. 

Thrift shop 

The thrift shop, St Athan, 
closed on Wednesday, July 
31, and reopens on 
September 9 at 10am. 

Cycle ride 

MARIE CURIE Cancer 
Care is calling for volun¬ 
teers to sign up for the 
charity’s London to Paris 
Cycle Ride in July 2014. 

For further information, 
visit the website: 
www.mariecurie.org. uk/lon 
dontoparis or call 01604 
442313. 

Open gardens 

SEVEN Barry gardens 
will be open to the public 
on Saturday (August 3). 

The seven have differing 
styles: 47 Aneurin Road is an 
ever-changing small garden with 
mostly annual plants grown in 
over 600 containers; 11 Amo 
Road is a plant lover’s garden, 
filled with climbers, shmbs, 
perennials, alpines and ferns 
planted for year-round interest. 

Belvedere Crescent 
Community Garden is a newly- 
created garden developed by and 
for the local community. 

Cae Gwyn, 24 Port Road, is 
a large, secret garden, with many 
attractive features including a 
large pond, gravel garden, pergo¬ 


las and sweeping lawns; 1 North 
Walk has a formal front garden 
with pergola festooned with 
roses, clematis and wisteria and a 
back garden with a courtyard fea¬ 
ture, cottage garden planting and 
a succulent house. 

At 28 Port Road is a mini 
smallholding with creative, 
eccentric touches, lush, unmani¬ 
cured, jungly feel with meander¬ 
ing paths; 76 Port Road is a 
newly-developing garden, with 
stunning views over the Vale, a 
wonderful old greenhouse and 
newly-planted borders with more 
to come. 

Gardens open from 1pm - 
5.30pm; £5 admission. 

Sunday August 4: Bryn-y- 
Ddafad, Welsh St Donats, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7ST. 

A small courtyard garden with 
raised bed, informally planted 
using pastel shades of annuals, 
perennials and small shrubs. 

The terraced rear garden has 
colourful raised beds and borders, 
mature trees and shrubs. Lily 
pond with water feature. 

Recently constmcted and planted 
pergola of roses leads to a bridge 
crossing the natural stream. 

New bog garden and small 
bank of rhododendrons and azal¬ 
eas. 

Open: 11.30am - 5.30pm; 
admission £4 

Pier music 

On Saturday August 3 and 
10, the Vale of Glamorgan 
Brass Band will be playing 
at Penarth Pier from 2pm 
till 4pm. 

Newton fay re 

A SUMMER sale at 
Newton Institute, 
Porthcawl, on Saturday 
August 3 starts at 2pni; 


admission 50p, includes 
tea/coffee/biscuits. Raffle, 
cake stall, tombola, garden 
stall, bric-a-brac, toys, 
books and lots more. 
Barry Island toy 
and train sale 
FOLLOWING the success 
of the inaugural event last 
year, the Toy and Train 
traders are returning to 
Barry Island on Sunday, 
August 4, from 10.30am to 
3pm. 

The unusual venue will be the 
actual platform on the station (by 
kind permission of the Barry 
Tourist Railway) and in case of 
the weather not being perfect, 
this platform has a full-length 
canopy which protects the event 
and renders it virtually under¬ 
cover. 

A spokesman said: “Some of 
the top model train dealers have 
booked for this show but there is 
also a good number of traders 
with die-cast and other toys 
attending.” 

For more information, go to 
WWW. chrisdyerfairs. co. uk. 

Free courses 

YELLOW Wales in Maesteg 
is offering young people 
aged 16 - 25 the opportunity 
to gain an Agored Cymru 
(OCN) qualification on a 
free personal development 
programme, PX2 - as part 
of the Big Lottery-funded 
Siaradwn Ni - Let’s Talk 
programme. 

Courses are held over three 
days from August 6-8 and 
August 13 - 15. 

For further information, visit 
www.siaradwnni.org.uk or call 
01656 810400. 


Latest Ty Hafan 
lottery draw 


THE following are 747285 

362990; 

winning numbers in 545093 

620615; 

the Ty Hafan lottery 
draw number D785. 150452 

630653; 

879589; 

835315; 

• £2,000: 350139. 549543 

550387; 

• The rollover, which j g j 266 

578768; 

now stands 

at £3,000, 997354 

480885; 

was not won this week. 807400 

154000; 

• £10: 

645244; 344347 

292924; 

279768; 

676308; 519207 

304228; 

488093; 

165672; 726698 

381469; 

740161; 

833228; 104772 

292836; 

538559; 

604916; 888753 

559272; 

787326; 

351165; 607626 

280683; 

606481; 

825118; 244933 

130345; 

834139; 

140801; 554670 

929847; 

668678; 

691068; 587442 

883282; 

936067. 

640179 

629161; 

• £5: 

160196; 307064 

351084; 

780464; 

235984; 227610 

629364. 

152106; 

436967; The 

GEM cannot be 

175319; 

152140; held responsible for any 

556135; 

367652; errors or omissions con- 

614415; 

764173; tained in the above. 

507847; 

445690; For lottery information 

545297; 

603750; please 

telephone 029 

410981; 

116373; 2053 2300. 


«'«'DON’T MISS THIS GREAT EVENT... 

BARRY ISLAND 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 4th AUGUST, 2013 
10.30am - 3.00pm 
Barry Island Railway Station, 

Station Approach, Barry Isiand, CF62 5TH 
(60 tables under the canopy) 

BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi Matchbox, EFE, 
Lledo, Britains, Hornby Trains, Wrenn, Bachmann, 
Lima, etc. and much, much more 

Admission £1.75 - Chiid/OAP £1.35 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
Website: www.chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 


, OCEAN LOUNGED 

{ '^PORTHKERRY7:V J 

t WE ARE NOW OPEN; t 

t THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS i 
* ALL DAY & EVENING ON SUNDAYS - 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Every Thursday 
QUIZ NIGHT 

Burger and a Pint £5.95 

DARTS TOURNAMENT 

Every Sunday Night 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
plus Bingo 


Saturday 3rd August 

JEFF PHILLIPS 

sings Neil Diamond - geat show 

Saturday 10th August 

PHIL ELIOT - 
Top Vocal/lnstrumental 

Saturday 17th August 
The Volkswagen Beatles 

Brilliant Tribute Band 
Tickets now on sale - only £3 

Traditional 

SUNDAY ROAST 
Only £7.95 

CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 
To find us - click directions(^ 

www.firejoust.com 


■ 

■ 

I 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 
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The Wolverine regains his bite 
in superb blockbuster movie 


H aving cut 

a swathe 
with his 

adamantium claws 
through three X- 
Men films, the pop¬ 
ularity of the char¬ 
acter of Wolverine, 
played by Hugh 
Jackman, was beg¬ 
ging for a stand¬ 
alone film. 

However, 2009’s X- 
Men Origins: Wolverine 
was something of a 
damp squib of a film, 
hardly doing the charac¬ 
ter justice, a wrong 
James Mangold’s The 
Wolverine aims to right. 

Set after events of X- 
Men: The Last Stand, 
Wolverine travels to 
Japan, where he meets 
up with an old acquain¬ 
tance who has interests 
in his particular mutant 
abilities. When he finds 
himself losing his abili¬ 
ties to regenerate, it 
forces him to look 
inside himself and be 


aware of his own mor¬ 
tality. Meanwhile, a 
family feud rages 
around him, threatening 
to engulf those he has 
become close to... 

The summer block¬ 
buster season so far has 
'consisted of who can 
seemingly demolish as 
much as cityscape as 
possible within their 
allotted time frame 
(the winner? Pacific 
Rim, though Man Of 
Steel runs it close); this 
overload of destruction 
has certainly dulled the 
senses, so it’s pleasing 
to report that The 
Wolverine features no 
smashing up of build¬ 
ings or levelling of 
towns. 

In fact, in block¬ 
buster terms it’s low- 
key, the action 
sequences fleeting but 
thrillingly staged, the 
focus instead on a char¬ 
acter whose depths 
haven’t been sufficient¬ 
ly investigated as yet 
and on a story that 


engages wholly - in 
short. The Wolverine 
may just be the best 
superhero movie 
released this year. 

Having had the sens¬ 
es dulled by the carnage 
offered by others of its 
ilk. The Wolverine 
instead takes Frank 
Miller’s celebrated 
comic-book series of 
Wolverine in the land of 
the rising sun and fash¬ 
ions a stylish film that, 
for the first time, really 
focuses on the charac¬ 
ter, his strengths and 
what happens to a man 
who has the ability to 
live forever. 

Mortality is a key 
theme here, how 
Wolverine sees those he 
loves slip away while 
he goes on living, and 
it’s this grounding in a 
more realistic 
sensibility that really 
sets the film apart from 
its brethren, the motiva¬ 
tions of the characters 
pushed by human con¬ 
cern rather than the 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


generic and oft-used 
world domination. 

James Mangold takes 
the Japanese setting and 
expands on it through 
his direction, the film 
visually bearing the 
influence of Japanese 
cinema. 

It gives the film a 
look that differentiates 
itself from other block¬ 
busters, and the set- 


Church 

open 

THE church of 
Merthyr Dyfan, 
Barry will be open 
from 2pm-4pm on 
Wednesdays 
throughout August. 
Church 
flower 
festival 
ST CADOC’S 
Church, Pendoylan, 
is holding a festival 
of flowers over 
three days (August 
2-4). 

The theme will be ‘A 


WHAT’S ON / in brief 


TOP help 

TAX Help for Older 
People (TOP) will hold 
an income tax surgery 
to offer free profession¬ 
al advice to older peo¬ 
ple on a restricted 
income, at Roz 
Couzens ’ Chiropody 
Surgery, Unit 4, 
Commercial House, 
Commercial Street, 
Llantwit Major CF61 
IRB on August 5 from 
10am - midday. 

No appointment is 

church’s Year’. Opening necessary. 

^ ° lo access the 1 OP s 


times are llam-5pm 
each day. Admission is 
£7 which includes 
tea/coffee and cream 

Valeways 

walks 

Sunday, August 4, 
2.30pm - ‘Western 
Vale Wander’. 

Meet outside Wick 
post office. 

On Wednesday, 
August 7 at 10.30am, 
Coffee Shop Strollers 
meet at Barry Hub, Cold 
Knap, outside Bridge 
Cafe. 


helpline telephone 
0845 601 3321, or 
01308 488066. Home 
visits can also be 
arranged via this 
helpline for people 
unable to attend the 
surgery. 

‘Verse & 

Vine’ 

A ‘VERSE & 
VINE’ night will be 
held during the 
2013 ‘Porthcawl 
Sea Festival’, at 
8pm on August 6, 
in the ‘Green 


Room’ above 
SUSSED at 5, 
James Street Cr36 
3BG - live poetry 
and music with a 
marine flavour. 

Kristian Evans, of 
Kenfig will be the fea¬ 
tured poet, with a host 
of other performers at 
the ‘Open Mike’. 

The event is support¬ 
ed by Literature Wales. 
Entry is £3. 

Contact SUSSED on 
01656 783962, or email 
sussed 

wales @ gmail.com. 

Camera 

Club’s 

display 

BARRY Camera 
Club is keenly look¬ 
ing forward to its 


annual photo¬ 
graphic exhibition, 
which this year will 
be held at the Vale 
of Glamorgan’s Art 
Central, which is 
accessed from the 
library, from 
August 6 - 31. 

It will be open from 
Tuesday-Saturday from 
10am - 4pm. 

The exhibition will 
display its members’ 
best work, with images 
captured on location, or 
merely as a study of 
something compelling 
which caught the pho¬ 
tographer’s eye. 

The late, esteemed 
David Hunt, a member 
of Barry Camera Club 
for more than 50 years, 
will be featured this 
year. Admission is free. 


Choir returns 
after 20 years 


Peter Cronin 

Exhibition at the 

Heritage Coast Centre, Southerndown 

Sat 

10th to 
17th 



New Oil and Watercolour paintings. 

www.petercronin.org 


THIS autumn, the 
London Welsh 
Male Voice Choir 
(LMVC) comes to 
Barry for its first 
visit in over 20 
years. 

On Saturday, October 
5 at the Memo Arts 
Centre, the choir, under 
the baton of Swansea 
based conductor and 
composer Edward-Rhys 
Harry, will perform a 
mix of traditional hymns 
and arias, show tunes 
and pop classics. 

The choir has strong 
local connections and 
the compere will be 
Barry boy Laurie 
Adams, a solicitor in 
London who attended 


Barry Boys 
Comprehensive in the 
1980s. 

Appearing as soloist 
with LMVC will be 
Efion Perrett a young 
soprano from Cardiff, 
currently studying at the 
Royal Northern School 
of Music. 

Proceeds from the 
concert will go to the 
local branch of the 
RNLI, who are delight¬ 
ed to have been chosen 
as the charity to benefit 
from the concert. 

Tickets, priced £15, 
£12 and £110 for 10, 
will be on sale at the 
Memorial Hall Box 
Office, 01446 738622 or 
online at www.memorial 
halltheatre.co.uk 


pieces, which are used 
intermittently, pack far 
more of a punch, a 
stand-out being a bullet 
train-set battle that is 
cleverly staged. 

Hugh Jackman’s 
sixth outing as the char¬ 
acter also sees him 
deliver his best per¬ 
formance to date as 
Wolverine, the script 
giving him something to 
really get his teeth stuck 
into, and the actor 
responds well, showing 
more range than he has 
previously been allowed 
to do in other X adven¬ 
tures. 

Alongside him is a 
largely unknown cast, 
but all deliver strong 
turns, particularly Tao 
Okamoto as Mariko and 
Rila Eukushima as 
Yukio. 

The only real mis¬ 
steps made here are in 
having a villain who 
lacks any real punch or 
menace (though to be 
fair the story hinges on 
Wolverine himself 
rather than a big bad) 
and a climactic show¬ 
down that eschews 


Mangold’s subtle direc¬ 
tion for something a lit¬ 
tle more genre-fitting, 
but these minor blips 
aside you can’t help but 
be impressed by The 
Wolverine. 

It is the film that fans 
of the character have 
been waiting for 
(though the 12A vio¬ 
lence may not be to 
everyone’s tastes), this 
is one film that really 
delivers. 

VERDICT - 
Wonderfully directed, 
superbly acted, and 
delivering all you would 
want. The Wolverine is 
an incredibly engaging 
piece of work that ticks 
all the boxes. James 
Mangold’s direction 
brims with brawn and 
beauty, while Hugh 
Jackman has never been 
better in title role - a 
great success. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: X2 (2003), 
Crouching Tiger, 

Hidden Dragon (2000). 


The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring new owners 
for animals at its Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre (Telephone 01656 725219). 


Sian needs 
nurturing to 
develop her 
potential! 

SIAN is a six-year- 
old Whippet-cross 
who has had a dif¬ 
ficult start in life, 
but she is still a 
super little girl. 

She has received lit¬ 
tle training and sociali¬ 
sation before coming to 
the rehoming centre, so 
will need someone who 
is happy to show her the 
ropes. 

She will develop into 
a confident and happy 
girl, with positive, 
reward-based training, 
which will be lots of fun for both Sian and her new 
owner. 

Sian would prefer older children, who understand 
that she is a little nervous. She is great with other 
dogs, and would enjoy living with one. A little gem 
just waiting to be discovered! 

For more information about Sian, call us on 
01656 725219 or pop into Dogs Trust Bridgend. We 
are open 12-4 every day, except Mondays, and open 
late on a Wednesday until 7.30pm. LF 




Day Trips for 2013 


Date 

Day 

Destination 

Adult 

Fare 

OAP/Child 

27/07/2013 

Saturday 

Weston Super Mare 

£12.00 

£11.00 

03/08/2013 

Saturday 

Windsor 

£14.00 

£13.00 

06/08/2013 

Tuesday 

Moreton in the Marsh 'Cotswolds^ 

£11.00 

£10.00 

11/08/2013 

Sunday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach only) 

£9.50 

£8.50 

13/08/2013 

Tuesday 

West Midlands Safari (Coach Only) 

£14.50 

£13.50 

17/08/2013 

Saturday 

Wells & Burnham on Sea 

£11.50 

£10.95 

25/08/2013 

Sunday 

Drayton Manor (Coach Only) 

£15.00 

£13.00 

31/08/2013 

Saturday 

Tenby & Saundersfoot 

£10.95 

£10.00 

11/09/2013 

Wednesday 

Carmarthen Market & Tenby 

£ 9.50 

£ 9.00 

21/09/2013 

Saturday 

Bicester, Oxfordshire 

£14.00 

£13.00 

12/10/2013 

Saturday 

Tewksbury & Ross on Wye 'Labels' 

£11.50 

£10.50 

26/10/2013 

Saturday 

Stratford Upon Avon (Early Xmas shopper) 

£12.95 

£11.95 

23/11/2013 

Saturday 

Cheltenham Christmas Shopper 

£11.50 

£11.00 

30/11/2013 

Saturday 

Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre 

£13.75 

£13.00 

TBA 

Await Date 

Caerphilly Medieval Xmas Fayre 

TBA 

TBA 

08/12/2013 

Sunday 

Bath Christmas Market 

£13.75 

£12.75 

22/12/2013 

Sunday 

London Xmas Shopping & Sights 

£20.00 

£19.00 


Minimum passenger numbers are required, therefore early reservation is essential. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON OUR DAY TRIPS 
OR THE HIRE OF COACHES & MINI-BUSES CALL 



Telephone 01656 - 660366 

or call at Cresta Coaches, 

Unit 6, Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 2AL 
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^Maguires 


Park Homes 




New Park Home Developments 

for the over 50’s 


Heronstone Park, Ewenny, Bridgend 






Superb location in open 
countryside yet close to 
town and amenities. 
Electric gated safe + quiet 
community minded estate. 


Prices from £125,000 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


Cambrian Park, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 

Ideal location for the 
retired/semi retired. Walking 
distance to supermarkets, 
shops, doctors etc. Bus stop 
300 metres. Probably the 
most prestigious park home 
development in Wales. 





Prices from £115,000 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


I 


Woodlands Park, Quakers Yard, Nelson 

Tranquil electric gated 
estate, sitting in a cul de 
sac next to, but high above, 
the River Taff. 

Close to all amenities and 
public transport. 



Prices from £62,500 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


All homes come with: 

• Private block 
paved parking 

• Private landscaped 
gardens 

• Full residential 
all year use 

• Free fully colour 
co-ordinated 
furnishings 

• All bungalow 
style homes 

Low Pitch Fees - 
over 50’s only - 
plots available 
for any home 
of your choice. 

• Viewings 
most days 

• Sales centre at 
Cambrian Park 

Now Open 


Contact Wayne: 07967 591 857. Agnes: 07800 727 250. Office: 02920 597322. 
Email: w_maguire@sky.com Website: www.maguiresparkhomes.co.uk 
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Captain’s weekend at local golf club 



ABOVE: The captain with 
Jackie Hawkins and Mags Vecchi. 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 
Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 



Activity Day 
AN activity day is 
being held during 
the school holidays, 
in the Talbot 
Community 
Centre, Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill, 
on August 6. 

At £2.50 it promises 
to be fun, interactive 
and educational for 
those aged from 5 to 15 
and will feature arts and 
crafts, painting, games, 
cake decorating, activi¬ 
ties and a competition 
with prizes. 

The morning session 
will be held between 
10.30am and 12.30pm, 
followed by the after¬ 
noon session between 
1.30pm and 3.30pm. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, or to book a place, 
contact Rhi or Danni on 
029 2049 2169. 

More Bingo! 

TALBOT Community 
Centre has agreed, fol¬ 
lowing many requests 
and its popularity on a 
Friday afternoon, that 
a second session of 
Bingo will be played 
during the week. This 
will begin on Monday, 
August 5, with eyes 
down at 6pm. 

If you enjoy a game 
of Bingo and you wish 
to become a new mem¬ 
ber, just turn up on the 
night or telephone 
Cheryl on 01656 
749754 for further 
details. This is also 
another chance to sup¬ 
port your local commu¬ 
nity centre. 

Llys Ton 

THE Residents of Llys 
Ton welcome everyone 
to another of their con¬ 
certs, featuring come¬ 
dian Dennis Lang, on 
Tuesday, August 20, in 
the Llys Ton 
Residential Home, 
Waun Bant Road, 
Kenfig Hill, at 7pm. 

For details, tele¬ 
phone 01656 745666. 
Wellbeing 
Centre 

INCLUDED in activi¬ 


ties being organised by 
Mental Health Matters 
at Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill from 1pm 
to 5pm on Wednesday, 
August 7, will be arts 
and crafts from 2pm to 
4pm and the reading 
group from 3pm to 
4pm. 

Free swim 

YOU can take a dip at 
your local Halo swim¬ 
ming pool for free 
every Eriday and kick 
start your weekend the 
healthy way. 

Free Swim Fridays 
allow children and 
adults to work out or 
wind down during the 
following sessions: 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre from 4pm to 
5.15pm, Maesteg 
Swimming Pool from 
4pm to 5pm, Pencoed 
Swimming Pool from 
5pm to 6pm, Pyle 
Swimming Pool from 
4pm to 5pm and 
Ynysawdre Swimming 
Pool from 5.30pm to 
6.30pm. 

If you are 16 and 
under or 60 plus, there 
are also other free ses¬ 
sions as part of the 
Welsh Government’s 
free swim initiative. 

For further details, 
telephone Vivienne 
Reeves on 01656 
678860. 

Supper time 

ONCE again, the 
ladies are laying on 
one of their enjoyable 
suppers in the Pisgah 
Chapel Vestry. 

They are providing a 
ham salad supper, suit¬ 
able for the summer, for 
just £5, on August 15 at 
7pm. 

For details of this 
and other events being 
held by them telephone 
either Rhian on 01656 
744772 or Karen on 
01656 740684. 



Junior winner Rhodri Miskin. Steve Bacon and the captain. 


ON one of the warmest 
weekends this year, Hugh 
Williams welcomed mem¬ 
bers of RAF St Athan Golf 
Club to his captain’s week¬ 
end. 

In glorious sunshine, along with 
a Lancaster and Spitfire flying 
overhead, Hugh was ecstatic when 
the legendary Red Arrows per¬ 
formed a flypast on both the 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Ninety-six golfers competed in 
the Saturday individual stableford 
competition, with the captain pro¬ 
viding prizes for the different sec¬ 
tions of the club. 

A nine hole competition ran in 
conjunction with the main event; 
this was for the older members 
who, through no fault of their 
own, struggle to play a full round 
of golf but who still wished to sup¬ 
port their club captain. 

To the delight of all of the play¬ 
ers, Hugh presented each of them 
with a club key ring, drinks and a 
voucher which entitled them to a 
full valet service of their golf 
clubs. 

Several members who took the 
opportunity to have their clubs 
cleaned professionally soon 
realised that having dirt deposits 
removed and grooves ‘reinstated’ 
resulted in golf balls travelling 
very differently through the air! 

It was the single figure handi- 
cappers who finished the day at 
the top of the leaderboard in the 
competition played off the white 
tees. 

Craig Sherman, playing off a 
four handicap, came in with 42 
points, securing the Captain’s 
Prize and getting his name on to 
the coveted competition board. 

Gerry Turnbull, with a handicap 
of seven, also scored 42, but it was 


Craig’s magnificent gross 70 that 
managed to keep him in the lead 
on countback. 

Third position, again on count- 
back with 41, went to Steve Bacon 
who played off eight on the day; 
all competitors have since had 
their handicaps adjusted accord¬ 
ingly. 

The longest drive saw Will 
Morgan unleash his driver on the 
13th hole, his ball finally settling a 
few metres past the previous 
longest drive marker. 

The gentlemen who are over 55 
years of age always get two 
chances of winning on Captain’s 
Day; if they are not successful in 
the main competition, they auto¬ 
matically fall into the vets section. 

This year’s winner was Ade 
Haw ki ns with 40 points, closely 
followed by the 39 of Rob Ford. 

Mags Vecchi came second in 
the ladies section, her 39 points 
not being quite good enough to 
beat the 40 scored by Jackie 
Hawkins. 

Gaynor Williams was jubilant 
to win the longest drive and took 
great delight in parading her tro¬ 
phy in front of one particular club 
member, her husband Andy. 

The juniors fielded a smaller 
than usual number of entrants, as 
several of them now have handi¬ 
caps that enable them to compete 
in the main men’s competitions. 

The junior category produced a 
runaway winner, with Rhodri 
Miskin seeing his handicap 
slashed after returning an out¬ 
standing 47 points. 

Second place was awarded to 
Ashton Grey for his impressive 39 
and the longest drive went to Alex 
Wear. 

At the prizegiving presentation, 
the noisiest applause was reserved 
for Fred Morgan, a popular, long¬ 


standing member of the club. 

Despite being in his 80s, Fred 
collected prizes for the longest 
drive in his category and for win¬ 
ning the nine-hole competition 
with 17 points - well done Fred, 
you definitely are RAF St Athan 
Golf Club’s very own champion. 

The captain also presented 
prizes for two nearest the pins; the 
first on the 6th won by Mike Clark 
and the other on the 16th by Gill 
Jones. The bah sweep produced 11 
twos with the winnings shared 
between nine players. 

The captain decided that the 
Sunday’s four-man Texas 
Scramble would have a slight dif¬ 
ference. He had two flags posi¬ 
tioned on each green, the front 
nine to be played from yellow tees 
to yellow flags and the back nine, 
white tees to blue flags. 

Hugh felt honoured to have so 
many members turn up again for 
another day of golf in sweltering 
conditions. 

Accompanied by his vice-cap- 
tain Roger Davidge, Rhodri Jones 
and Luke Allbrighton and playing 
off 1/lOth of their combined hand¬ 
icaps, they came in with the win¬ 
ning score of 56.4 net. A very 
respectable 58.6 net secured sec¬ 
ond place for Mike Edwards, 
Keiron Whilding, and Steve and 
Kev Bacon. 

The team comprising BJ 
Hawkins, Russ Brookes, To Tak 
Pang and Steve Kenyon won the 
par 3 aggregate, taking 10 shots 
over the four par 3s. 

RAF St Athan members are 
proud of their club and always 
welcome new players of all ages 
and abilities. For further informa¬ 
tion contact the club manager on 
01446 751043. 

CAROL MORGAN 



WHY KATH HAS SHAVED 
HER HEAD FOR CHARITY 



KATH Underhill (nee Lang) an 
employee at RMBI Albert 
Edward Masonic home in 
Porthcawl took up the brave 
challenge of shaving her head to 
support two causes close to her 
own heart, Cancer Research and 
Autism Awareness. 

After the loss of her grandparents 
and her mum Vivian’s on-going four- 
year battle with cancer, she felt it 
would he a good time to help 
research, in the hope one day others 
will not have to go through the same 
plight. 

Kath’s son has been diagnosed with 
Autism, and she wanted to highlight 
and help in any way that she could. 

A spokeswoman at the home said: 
“She has worked hard to raise spon¬ 
sorship and the last total was over 
£900 collected. This is an amazing 
effort and we were so touched here at 
Albert Edward that she let us witness 
this great feat.” 



The captain congratulating Craig Sherman. 



Fred Morgan and Hugh Williams. 



Jackie and Ade Hawkins with their trophies. 



Rob Ford and Hugh Williams. 



The captain and vice-captain Roger Davidge 
- half of the winning Texas scramble team! 

























































24 - THE GEM 


CLP 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, August 1st, 2013 


CASTLES AND CROWNS AT 
A VALE CHURCH FUN DAY 


Pictures by 

IAN DIXON 


MEMBERS of St Peter’s Church, 
Peterston Super Ely, held a royal gar¬ 
den party at the rectory on Saturday, 
July 13. 

There were cream teas, stalls, a bouncy 
castle, face-painting, games and a ‘best 
crown’ competition. 

The garden was packed with villagers 
and the afternoon raised about £1,400 for 
church charities. 







Couple’s 

barbecue 

boosts 

TyHafan 

hospice 

RESIDENTS Huw 
and Liz Allaway 
held their annual 
fundraising barbe¬ 
cue on Saturday 
(July 27) at their 
Colcot Road home 
in Barry. 

Workplace colleagues, 
past and present, from 
the local NHS payroll 
department helped raise 
over £100 for Ty Hafan, 
despite the unwelcome 
rain. 

A raffle was held sup¬ 
ported by local business¬ 
es including Broad 
Street Garden Centre 
and YuME Hair and 
Beauty (Cardiff). 

“Many thanks to all 
who attended,” said 
Huw. 


Local ladies 
are invited to 
a celebration 
at th e Palace! 

BARRY supporters 
of Tenovus recently 
met the Princess 
Royal in 

Buckingham Palace, 
to celebrate the 
charity’s 70th birth¬ 
day at a royal 
reception. 

Princess Anne, 
patron of Tenovus, 
greeted guests in the 
Picture Gallery of 
Buckingham Palace, 
along with fellow 
Tenovus patron Rob 
Brydon. 

The Barry Friends of 
Tenovus group met 
Princess Anne and Rob 
Brydon, and Mary 
Thomas, a member of 
the Barry Friends 
group - and an active 
fundraiser and volunteer for over 46 years - was chosen to present 
Princess Anne with a posy (above). 

Tenovus is continuing to celebrate its 70th birthday and there are many 
ways to get involved. Visit tenovus.org.uk or call 029 2076 8850 to find out 
more. 

Store staff’s cheques 
for three charities... 




THE Community Matters scheme 
at Waitrose Barry recently support¬ 
ed three local causes - Barry 
branch of the RNLI, Barry arm of 
Age Concern, and Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern. 

All three had been nominated by 
Alun Cairns MP, who had run for 
RNLI and Age Concern during the 
London Marathon. Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern was the third char¬ 
ity selected, in recognition of their 
work in the community. 

On July 12, representatives from 
the three causes were presented by the 
MP with their cheques, on behalf of 


Waitrose. The Barry branch of the 
RNLI received £510 towards the cost 
of their pontoon, that will enable them 
to launch lifeboats quicker. Dinas 
Powys Voluntary Concern received 
£180 towards the cost of running their 
minibus, which provides a vital serv¬ 
ice for people in Dinas Powys area. 

The Barry arm of Age Concern 
received £310 towards its ‘Good 
Neighbour Scheme ’ and Senior Health 
Shop. 

The presentation was also attended 
by Tom Blyth, Ann-Marie Sherry and 
Vicky Barree, representatives of 
Waitrose Barry. 


Korda film of the 
early days of flight 


AN old black and 
white film about 
the evolution of avi¬ 
ation - Conquest of 
the Air - made by 
the legendary 
director, Alexander 
Korda, in 1936, will 
be shown at tomor¬ 
row’s meeting of 
Penarth Aviation 
Society 
(Friday,August 2). 

When the film was 
made, flying with 
aeroplanes was still in 
its early stages. Korda 
started ‘Conquest’ 
with some of man’s 
laughable and usually 
dangerous attempts to 
get airborne in medi¬ 
aeval times. 


Ihe film moves on,, 
with the development 
of aviation, showing 
archival and docu¬ 
mentary film of early 
aeroplanes and fliers, 
some from World War 
One, and the then-lat¬ 
est thing in dirigibles, 
bombers, fighters, 
naval aircraft carriers 
and navigation. 

As the last war 
loomed, the British Air 
Ministry saw the film’s 
value for showing off 
Britain’s leadership 
and contribution to 
aviation. 

It was updated iu 
the Uuited States iu 
1940 with a few ‘re- 
euactmeuts’. Oue 
euactmeut shows a 
youug Lawreuce 


Ulivier as the 18th ceu- 
tury pioueeriug bal- 
loouist Luuardi, ‘the 
Daredevil Aerouaut’, 
who flew 24 miles iu 
au osteutatiously-dec- 
orated hydrogeu bal- 
loou, with a dog, a cat 
aud a pigeou - declar- 
iug it ‘a tribute to all 
thiugs British’. 

Penarth Aviation 
Society meets in the 
Penarth Conservative 
Club at 7.45pm for 8pm 
on the first Friday of 
each month. Visitors 
are welcome. Further 
information from 
David Ephraim on 
01446 721321. 
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Rees Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Gas Central Heating 


£94,950 


Flint Avenue, Llantwit Major 

4 Bed Detached 
Magnet Kitchen 
Luxury Bathroom 


£199,950 


Cwrt Syr Dafydd, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Kitchen/Diner 
Detached Garage 


£199,950 



Windmill Close, Wick 

Detached & Spacious 
4 Double Bedrooms 
Select Quiet Close 


£410,000 D56 


Millfield Drive, Cowbridge 

3 Bedrooms 
New Bathroom (2012) 
Sought After Location 


£220,000 


LIys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Showhome Presentation 
Cloakroom/WC 


£174,950 


Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


£99,950 



Trebeferad, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
72' Garden 
No Stamp Duty 


£109,950 E44 


Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
_ View Today _ 


£157,500 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds, 2 Receps 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£165,950 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

View To The Front Elevation 
South Side Location 


£165,950 



Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Family Home 

_ Garage _ 


£198,500 E50 


Pantycelyn Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Rear Dorma Conversion 
Southerly Garden 


£145,000 


llltyd Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£159,950 


Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
1st FloorRetirement Flat 
Scheme Manager 


£89,950 



BLUE LAGOON, 
COSTA BLANCA SOUTH 

2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom, Semi Detached Villa 

Fully furnished. Solarium, Balcony, Sea View, 
Communal Pool, All amenities - 5 mins, 

3 Golf courses within 5 mins. Nearest beach -10 mins 
Alicante Airport - 40 mins, San Javier, Murcia Airport - 25 mins 

REDUCED-BE QUICK 
£79,950 for a speedy completion! 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 


Chris Davies 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Magpie Road, St Athan 

F36-£475 pern 

Two bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, 

Rear Garden 

Mallory Close, St Athan 
D58 ■ £495 pem 

Three bedrooms. Kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

Chestnut Avenue, St Athan 
E49-£525 pem 
2 Bedrooms, Refurbished 
Kitchen/Diner, 

Additionai Attic Room 

Spring Street, Barry 
E42-£550 pem 

Two Bedrooms, Lounge Dining Room, 
Enciosed Garden 

Scott Ciose, St Athan 
E43-£575 pem 

Four bedrooms, Sitting/dining room, 
Oven and hob 

Church Meadow, Boverton 
D57 - £825 pem 
4 Bedrooms, Conservatory, 

Large kitchen/Diner 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


ATTENTION 

LANDLORDS 

Properties required 
urgently in the 
following areas: 

High Street and Four 
Acre in Llantwit Major 
and Eagle Road, 

St Athan for fully 
referenced tenants. 


OFT lightmove. 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS JSt J 

ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 01446 743267 
^ www.lst-digital.co.uk 



BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

^01446 420784 
07970 642537 _ 

www.banyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 






TOOL& 

PLANT 

fflRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


Approved “ ” 

* Garden Makeovers 

* Stonework 

* Traditional Brickwork 

* Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

* Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


07974 II039* 
01656 65X558 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

■s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 



^ BLEND SALE!^^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphii 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALEA|V 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 



BRIDGEND 
CONSTRUCTION 


Est 1979 - 33 years experience 
* Extensions • Loft Conversions & KHchens 
• Carpentry • Maintenance Work 
• Joinery • New Build 
Call Neil for more information 


01656 721490 1 07974 748366 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


• Kitchen Refurbishments • Fencing • Flooring 

• Bespoke Wardrobes • Decking • Doors 
Contact Rhys on 01446 790384 / 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

AU aspects of Carpentry 
work undertafen 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 




The 

GEtl 

01446 

774484 


ALPHA HOME CLEANING SERVICE 


• Professional Carpet Cleaning 

• Leather Suites Cleaned and Treated 


Introducing from September 3rd, 2013: 
OUR NEW DRY CARPET CLEANING SERVICES 


A good, reliable, prompt service, highest standards. 
Special rates for senior citizens. 

01656 788901 or 07986 450609 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 



VfiLE CARPETS 

ccMte^ to- <f<Uc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Why not advertise your trade 
In the GEM pages & reach potential 
Vale customers. 

Call 01446 774484 

for more information. 
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AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD eomputef 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 






Specialist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 




TOM 
EASTMENT 

INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 

Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
Certified 
25 years experience 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 
07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


©©CP\!/3(B©© 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 







Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


■vfntfoMf r«e m 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
eomplete repair 
serviee available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fuiiy quaiified indentured 
Service Engineers issso 


Gas m 
Services 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

IT Amrd Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Patios • Decking • Fencing • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

^^--:ardr=^^ndlandsv«ifv-et:vu- Ao.uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 






Vale Handyman Services 

ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small 

Reasonable rotes - Reliable Service 


Flat Pack Furniture also Assembled & Fitted 


01446 710804 or 07761 570653 




STADRE 

handyman 

SERVICES 


Professional, Reliable 
and Reasonable 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 


01656 728157 
or 07817 145468 

grussell@live.co.uk 





* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
^Tieatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


©©cp\!70®^> 



Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 

-I— 

Domestic 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail. co. uk 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


4 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Brike 

Vui 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


JW Decking 




BESPOKE 
TIMBER DESIGN 
& CONSTRUCTION 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


The 

GEM 


The 


r Ufcd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


S-M-Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 'j 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists ■ 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bairy 






PLUMBING 
& TILING 

07723 024765 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


fK'Ffummnif 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0M44 4tlfl1 
VX. « OrftMdMM 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


E^CTRICAL SERVICES 

rew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
V; ‘ Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

r m Reliable, Qualified Service 
!. - ■ • Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


I:i 


Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 





01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


iiiifaxttjoventtx^ 


Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 
• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
Est. over 25 years 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
AU aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 
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Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 



Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 
Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround, 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07988 ISSi 
www.sofaicon.co.uk 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 



GatsAEn* 


Driving School Ltd 


• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 


• One week crash courses including test 


• Automatic Vehicles now available 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 J 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 





^:i7ffD a mgiM!?QQ[p0(i)ODQg 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES PRID 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DOG 

SITTING 

kf 

^^our house 
or mine” 
07816 930767 


TOWER 

SCAFFOLDING 

Bankrupt Stock: 

New galvanised 6ft x 4ft, 
20ft working height. 
Complete with cross 
braces, safety rails. 
£225 free delivery 
Tel. 07836 270723 


Beekeeper 

Equipment 

Sale due to ill health. 
Stainless steel extractor, 
settling tank, protective 
clothing, honey jars etc. 
Including bees. £200. 

02920 530431 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY! 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any; Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price locally QSOSS for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why 

W trash it? 
Cash it! 

Top prices for.. 

Computers 
Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Any queries call 

07972 510 158 


Does your 
business 
need a 
boost? 

Why not use 

to promote 
your company. 
Call 01446 
774484 
for prices and 
information. 


BROWN 

EXTERIOR DOOR 

81 X 36ins with 5 lock 
system. Glass panel with 
Prince of Wales emblem. 
Needs letter box cover. 

£80 ono 

Hip & Thigh Step Machine 
Cost £95. Accept £45 

01656 745763 


TOSHIBA 
21"TV& 
DIGIBOX 
& STAND 
£25 

01446 781126 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


Window Cleaning Services 

Jll 


PYC Frames 
Doors • Foscios 
Soffits & Gutters | ^ I 

Local Service I HI 1 1 

(Barry & The Vale) 

Free Quotes 


on 07585 738274 


T Reg 

Ford Fiesta 

MOT Nov 13, 

Tax Jan 14. 
Good runner. 

£400 ono 
07816 558755 


M Reg 

BMW 316 

2 door. Green, 

12 month MOT. 

£750 ono 
01446 742669 


DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We huy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


a 


jyfel minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

_ No wheels 1^0 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


mi 

Reaching 
the people 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 
774484 


CARAVAN 

Damage 
Repairable 
£350 ono 

All mod cons inside. 
Will suit D.I.Y. enthusiast 

077977 463773 


December 03 Reg. 

MERCEDES 
SLK200 Auto 
Convertible 

Silver, Only 18,000 miles. 
Tax & MoT until April 2014. 
FSH. Excellent condition. 

£6,500 

01446 792584,, 


FORD 

TRANSIT 

TIPPER 

White, single cab, 

56 plate, new shape, 
FSH, MoT Feb 2014, 
73k, towbar and 
electrics fitted. 
Excellently maintained. 
Great condtion. 
Owned by local 
Cowbridge firm. 

£5,500+ VAT 
01446 772139 
07725 811207 


Chyrsler 

Voyager 

52 Plate 

Reg Cat C. MoT’d 

£850 ono 
077977 463773 


6 V 2 Ton 

Chassis Lorry 

Skip gear available 
If required. 

New alternator, starter 
motor, batery, etc. Low 
mileage. Ready for Mot. 

£1,300 

07977 4637733,„ 


Cabin Bed 

Cream and light wood. 
With 3 drawer cabinet, 
desk and cupboard 
beneath the bed. Price to 
include hardly used 
mattress and 3 drawer 
chest unit. £100 ono 

02920 597562 


FITTED 

KITCHEN 

Cream, black granite 
worktops, base, wall 
and glass cupboards, 
dresser, integrated 
electric double cooker 
and gas hob, fridge, 
dishwasher, sink. 
Immaculate. 

£ 1,200 

01656 772701 


Double 
Sofa Bed 

As new. 

£150 

Tel 01446 410319 
or 07769 293600 


Invalid 

Scooter 

(Scooter Shoprider) 

4 wheeler, used 4 times 
only, very good condition, 
excellent buy. £330 ono 

01656 890348 


Want to start your 
own business? 

CABLE STRIPPER 

FOR SALE 

Can be seen working. 

Offers around £1,000 

07977 463773 


Oak Highly Polished 

DINING SUITE 

Six high back chairs 
(2 of which are carvers). 
All upholstered seats. 
Excellent condition. 

£400 ono 
01446 774364 




White Doors 

6’6” X 30” and 
6’6in X 33”. 

Room Divider 
Doors 

6’6” X 24” £5 each. 
Pair of Mahogany 
Morris of Glasgow 
Display/Drinks 
Cabinets 
£150 for pair ono 

Fire Surround 

Electric log fire effect, 
B&Q, price £500 - 
bargain £150 ono. 

Telephone 
01446 732902 


Two Single Electric 
Adjustable Beds 

£95 ono each 

Black glass and chrcme 

Computer Desk 
£40 ono 

01446 741340 
07808 17203230/31 


1980 

Pretty Corner 
Display Cabinet 

Twc deers, leaded glass, 
two shelves. Bottom two 
doors and two shelves. 
Excellent condition. 

£75 ono 
01446 774364 


HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Chairs, new fridge, 
variety G-Plan furniture. 
For more information 
call 

07791 974456 
01446 796850 


UPVC 

CONSERVATORY 

Glass roof, approx 5.5 x 
4.4 metres. Side window 
with top openers, two 
side walls, double doors 
to remain. Dismantling 
w/c August 5th. 

OFFERS 
01656 772701 


HELPING YOU 
SAVE MONEY... 



For 2 weeks advertising 
delivered to more 
than 43,000 homes. 


Simply call 01446 774484 today 
with your credit card details 
or make cheques payable to:- The GEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 

(This offer is open to private advertisers only) 
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★Jacques Stephan ★ 
VANDER WARK ER 
HAPPY 9th 



BIRTHDAY 

LITTLE MAN 

Love you 
everything 
Mammy, 

Nana, Papa 
& Unc XXX 


¥ 


Ibpstak 

Due to the expansion of our business we 
are offering excellent career opportuni¬ 
ties to join our established and growing 
company. 

SALES OFFICE PERSON 

We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join 
our busy sales team. The job involves assisting 
customers on the phone, in the showroom and 
on-site surveys at customers’ homes to produce 
estimates. Experience would be beneficial, but 
training will be given. Must be computer literate 
and hold full driving licence. 

HEATING ENGINEER REQUIRED 

We need a motivated person to run a team 
installing our renewable energy heating systems. 
The ideal applicant should have a strong 
plumbing and heating background with 
knowledge and experience of one or all of the 
following technologies: Wood pellet & log burning 
boilers. Solar thermal. Heat pumps. Gas Safe 
and/or Hetas registration desirable but training 
can be provided. 

Remuneration & benefits subject to experience 
& performance. 

Please send CV to Adam Pedersen, 

Email: adam.pedersen@topstak.co.uk 
Topstak, Unit 42, Vaie Business Park, Uandow, 
Cowbridge CF71 7PF. 


Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the BT Phone Book 
in Cardiff, St Mellons, Llanishen, 
Whitchurch, Cyncoed, Penylan, Barry, 
Penarth, Llantwit Major, Cowbridge 
and surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

Call 0844 742 1333 

w w w.bookaroute. com 
Text BTCARDN to 07786 208008 


Are you fit to deliver? 

We need fit reliable people to help distribute 

this newspaper to local homes in the following areas: 

Miskin • Pontyclun 
Talygarn • Brynsadler 
Ystradowen • Cowbridge 

• TEENAGERS (aged 13 years and over) 

• HOUSEWIVES - STUDENTS - SHIET WORKERS 

• ACTIVE SENIOR CITIZENS 

Please ring our distribution office on: 

01202 670999 or email M 

recruiting @ thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 


Home Care Workers 

Required 

£6.50p/h Full & Part Time 

No experience necessary, full training provided, 
full driving licence & own vehicle required. 

Contact 01446 731174 


CARPENTER 

REQUIRED 

for long term 
kitchen/bathroom 
contract in Vale of 
Glamorgan. Must have 
tools, van and CSCS 
Card. Experienced 
tradesmen only. 

Contact Paul 

07818 040923 


The Of 

would like to thank all the 
applicants who 
responded to the vacancy 
for a graphic designer. 
We have received a high 
quantity of applications and 
will be contacting applicants 
who have been short-listed 
for interview. 

Thank you tor your interest 
in working for the GEM. 


BEATRICE HARRIS* 


Beatrice's family would like to thank all who attended 
her funeral service on 5th July and for the many 
words, cards and flowers of comfort. The family is 
also grateful to the doctors and staff of Eryl Surgery, 
local district nurses and also for the care and attention 
given by 5 Star Agency. 




DAVIES 

Glenys 

Alan, Peter, Elaine and family would like to 
thank their many friends and relatives for their 
kind messages of sympathy and support and for 
attending the Funeral Service. 

Thanks, too, to the Clergy at St lUtyd’s Church for 
the wonderful uplifting service, to Thomas Brothers 
Funeral Directors, to all staff at Holme Tower, Penarth 
for their care and compassion, to Dr J Crimmins and 
staff at Eryl Surgery for their support and to the staff 
at West House Hotel for providing wonderful 
catering on the day. 


EDWARDS 

Harry O. 

Peacefully on 23rd July at University Hospital 
of Wales, Cardiff, Henry Llewellyn ‘Harry O’, 
aged 85 years of Claude Road, Barry. A loved 
father of Linda, Mark, Delyth, Gaynor and the 
late Denzil, father-in-law of Rob, Sally, Jayne 
and Mark. Cherished grandfather and great 
grandfather. ‘Harry O’ will be sadly missed 
by all his family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams and Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the funeral on Tuesday, 
6th August. Funeral service in the chapel at 11am, 
afterwards cremation at the Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry at 12 noon. 
Family flowers only. If desired donations may be 
handed to the Funeral Director after the funeral, 
for Asthma Society. 



“ANNA BIRKETT 

Anna (90) died 
peacefully in her sleep on 
Saturday 27th July, 
following a recent stroke, 
in familiar surroundings 
at Milsom House, St 
Athan, where she had 
been a resident 
for the last three years. I 
Anna, previously of 40 Druids Green, Cowbridge, was 
bom in Kranzdorf, Germany on 30th December 1922. 
After the war she met Tom Brrkett who was stationed in 
Germany with the Royal Artillery. Anna and Tom were 
married in 1948 in Tom’s home town of Thome in South 
Yorkshire but they spent their early married life in 
Germany and Hong Kong. 

They had 2 children, Anna and BiU, and when Tom retired 
from the Army in 1962 the family settled in Thome. Tom 
worked for the Coal Board and Anna worked part time 
as a school dinner lady, something she greatly enjoyed. 
Sadly Tom died at the early age of 65, coincidentally 30 
years to the day before Anna herself passed away. 

In 1987 Anna moved to Cowbridge to be near her 
daughter, granddaughter and grandson to whom she 
provided wonderful and loving support. She was delighted 
to become a grandmother for the third time in 1992 
when her son BiU became a father. Then, in 2009, she 
became a proud great-grandmother. 

Anna was a private person but was very kind and caring 
and had a wonderful sense of humour. She wiU be greatiy 
missed by her whole family, to whom she was 
affectionately known as Oma. 


HOPPER 
Lennie 

Died peacefully on Tuesday 23rd July in hospital. 

Funeral celebration, St Bridget's Church, 

St Brides Major on Tuesday 6th August at 12.45pm 
and afterwards at Bridgend Crematorium at 2.15pm. 
Family flowers only please. If you wish, donations 
to The Weston Oncology and Haematology Day Unit 
Fund, Weston General Hospital, BS23 4TQ or 
The Dogs’ Tmst. 


RUSSELL 

Leon Anthony 

Suddenly on July 18, at his home in Barry, Leon, 
beloved son of Mike and Norma, loving father of 
Dayna, dearly loved brother of Natasha, Alaina 
and Ashley, a much loved uncle. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday, August 6, service 
and cremation 1.30pm at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. Flowers may be sent to the 
Funeral Home. 


LEWIS 

Doug 


Verona, Melanie, Sara & James would hke to express 
heartfelt thanks for the overwhelming messages of 
sympathy following the sad loss of Doug. 

A special tha nk you to Dr. An na Foreman and the 
district nurses for a}l their kindness and support shown 
during Doug’s short iUness and to Wilham James 
& Sons, Funeral Directors for the compassion and 
professionalism shown at this difficult time. 


MAY 

Don 


Phillip would like to thank all who attended h is 
father’s funeral, as well as those who sent cards 
and messages of sympathy. 

Special thanks to Reverend David Boult for his moving 
service and to his Mum and Keira for all their support. 
Thanks to the Funeral Directors, W. James and Sons, 
the doctors of Chapel Surgery, St Athan, and to the staff 
of Ward 4 at Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend 
for their compassion and care. 

Finally, tha nks to Leanne and the team at 
St Athan Golf Club for the excellent catering. 


FLOYD 

(Cheeseman) Christine 

Peacefully on 21st July 2013 after a very short 
illness in Calais Hospital, France. 

Christine of Voss Park Drive, Llantwit Major 
aged 74, much loved wife of John and devoted 
mother of Paul, Janis and Claire, adored 
grandmother and great grandmother. 

Will be so sadly missed. 

Funeral service on Thursday 8th August 2013 
at 11.00am at Coychurch Crematorium. 

Donations in lieu of flowers to Ty Hafan, 
c/o Thomas Brothers, Greengate, Ewenny Road, 
St. Brides Major CF32 OSB. 
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W A Brown Son 


Funatai DItAClorfc 


Pecntirok^ House. _ 

CoMge Streep |B| 

0144G 792 499 V' 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
EUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Birthday Memories 

TK. FARMAN 

31.7.27 


When you lose someone you love, the hurt 
is hard to hide, but when you lose your 
husband, the hurt goes deep inside. 

His smile is gone forever, his hand I 
cannot touch, but Eli never lose the 
memory of the one I loved so much. 

Your ever loving wife 
Gwyneth 


CAT 
FOUND 

Coldbrook area 
of Barry-18th July. 

Pretty tortoise 
shell colour. 
Affectionate nature. 
07792 413624 


FOUND 

in Boverton 

Mercedes Benz 
Key on Keyring, 
with house key. 

On July 26 

Tei 01446 773122 


TOURISM NOT 
WANTED ON 
BARRY ISLAND? 


I READ with dis¬ 
gust that the re¬ 
development of 
the pleasure park at 
Barry Island may 
never happen - is it 
the case that the 
Vale does not want 
tourism at Barry 
Island or around 
the area? 

The Knap swimming 
pool was decimated and 
demolished, without any 
regard to what the resi¬ 
dents of Barry wanted, 
and grass (which flooded 
for many years) was 
placed there - for what 
purpose it is not known 
as there are plenty of 
areas of grass in Romilly 
Park and Porthkerry 
Park. 

Butlins left an indoor 
and outdoor pool at 
Barry Island which 
could have been used for 
Barry residents and 
tourism - but no, demol¬ 
ished for grass! 

Allowing the demoli¬ 
tion of the last remaining 


cinema, and letting plan¬ 
ners pass a monstrosity 
of a building in its place 
- with no parking areas 
for residents or friends 
and family. Do planners 
think these residents 
don’t have any rights for 
transport? 

The fairground should 
be for tourism only - 
with a new full-sized 
swimming pool for com¬ 
petition, bowling alley, 
and a cinema, along with 
other sports facilities 
that the people of Barry 
wish to include in this 
‘Jewel of Barry’. 

Barry Island has 
wanted another road 
access for I don’t know 
how many years, and 
they are still talking 
about it! 

The Vale is only inter¬ 
ested in flats, and devel¬ 
oping housing in areas 
which are overpopulated 
and are going to make 
roads more congested 
than they are at present. 
Mrs Jean Pycroft, 
Barry. 


WOMEN AT 
THE FRONT 
FOR WARTIME 
WEEKEND 


BECAUSE of 
wartime rationing, 
‘Make do and 
mend’ became a 
way of life for 
Barrians during the 
Second World War, 
and this year’s 
Wartime Weekend 
sees the return of 
wartime austerity 
expert ‘May’, who 
will once again be 
showing visitors 
how we made the 
best of things dur¬ 
ing those dark 
wartime years. 

By the second year of 
the war the materials 
used for clothing had 
become scarce, so 
rationing of these was 
also introduced. 

This had the effect of 
changing the fashion of 
the period, as people 
couldn’t simply buy a 
new item of clothing, 
unless they had enough 
stamps on their ration 
card. A new winter coat 
for example, would use a 
whole year’s clothing 
ration. 

People repaired their 
clothes; often unpicking 
a woollen jumper and 
using the wool to knit a 
new one. Stripes became 
fashionable, as the wool 
from two or three gar¬ 
ments could be used to 
make one new item. 

As part of this year’s 
Barry Wartime Weekend, 
we will have a ‘Wartime 
Housewife’ demonstrat¬ 
ing how people made do 
and repaired their 
clothes. 

Despite the austerity 
caused by wartime 
rationing, women of the 
era were very fashion 
conscious; perhaps due 


to the high numbers of 
single American soldiers 
that had been stationed 
around Britain. 

During the Barry 
Wartime Weekend peri¬ 
od, models will be parad¬ 
ing the fashion of the 
1940s. Taking place at 
the Barry Tourist 
Railway Station, the 
Barry Wartime Weekend 
will also highlight the 
more warlike role played 
by women during the 
Second World War. 

Not all women stayed 
at home. Some brave 
young women who spoke 
French, were trained as 
agents, and parachuted 
into occupied France to 
help freedom fighters 
there. 

Barry at War treasurer, 
Kerry Cope, will be 
demonstrating the 

unarmed combat skills 
used by these agents. 

With a vintage steam 
train, life-sized Spitfire 
aircraft and the events 
and period music that 
will be taking place 
throughout the event, 
there will be something 
for all the family at the 
Barry Wartime Weekend. 

Barry at War group 
hope to make the event a 
fun way for people to 
learn about their wartime 
heritage, which is being 
studied in many local 
schools in the new term. 
What’s more, thanks to 
our sponsors, this is a 
free community event to 
mark the end of the sum¬ 
mer. 

The Barry Wartime 
Weekend will take place 
the weekend after August 
bank holiday, on August 
31/September 1. For 
more information, see the 
website at www.wartime- 
weekend.co.uk or call 
Ade Pitman 07930 
874161. 




































































































30 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansem www.twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, August 1st, 2013 


The Vale Reds hold presentation evening 



The young coaches’ 
player of the year award 
went to Nick Latham. 


THE Vale Reds 
Disability Football 
Club held its annu¬ 
al end of year 
awards at the 
Coffee Cove and 
Wine Bar at Barry 
Island on Sunday, 
July 7. 

The Vale Reds have 
had a good year winning 
different tournaments 
throughout the season. 
They have achieved a 
high standard this year 
in training which has 
now started to pay off 
by winning events in 
Skewen, west Wales and 
at a Special Olympic 
event in Cardiff. 

The club has done 
very well this season in 
the local tournaments 
they attended and they 
are hoping to be able to 
play in the next level 
next season. 

The awards started 
with a welcome from 
Pat Latham, the club 
chairperson, and awards 
were handed out to 
players in both age 
groups, while some of 
the club sponsors for 
last season were on 
hand to award some of 
the trophies. 

Most improved player 
was awarded to James 
Clark, which was pre¬ 
sented by Preet 
Mooneeram of Odyssey 
Legal Services, player 
of the year went to 
Anthony Bratcher and 
was presented by Vin 
Mooneeram of 
Mooneerams Solicitors. 

The young coaches at 
the club awarded their 
player of the year trophy 
to Nick Latham and the 
trophy was presented by 
the coaches themselves, 
Kristian, Molly and 
David. The next award 
went to a younger play¬ 
er that has shown so 
much commitment over 
the last year and that 
was Jack Milsom. 

The club’s sports per¬ 
son of the year went to 
Dan Reynolds, who has 
proved to be a player 
who will do anything 
for the club where he 
can help; this award was 
presented by the club’s 
coaches. 

The evening carried 
on with competitions, 
games and bingo. The 
club would like to say a 
big thank you to our 
sponsors for the 2012/13 
season, Mooneeram 
Solicitors, Oddessy 
Legal Services, Lyndsay 
Ellis of The Vale 






Funeral Services and 
nPower. 

We also need to send 
our thanks to Peter and 
Rhi of the Coffee Cove 
and Wine bar for putting 
on the food and allow¬ 
ing us to hold it there, 
and to all the businesses 
who donated items for 
the raffle. 

The last thank you 
goes to the club’s com¬ 
mittee who have worked 
so hard for the last year 
with the club to bring in 
the much needed spon¬ 
sorship for kit and 
equipment. 

The club is always on 
the look out for new 
players from eight years 
to adult with disabilities; 
if you are interested 
telephone Neil on 07827 
334818 or leave a mes¬ 
sage at www.valereds- 
disabilityfc.btck.co.uk, 
training is on a 
Wednesday night 
throughout the year. 


The player of the 
year award went to 
Anthony Bratcher. 


James Clark was most improved player. 


Kyle is Welsh boys 
golfing champion! 



COTTRELL PARK member 
Kyle Harman, has won the 
2013 Welsh Boys’ 
Championship at 

Glamorganshire Golf Club, 
July 23-25 . 

In a field of 68, Kyle was the lead¬ 
ing qualifier with a nine-under-par 
score for the two rounds of stroke 
play. His first round of 62 set a new 
course record at Glamorganshire. 

In the match play stage, he defeat¬ 
ed Lewys Sanges (Celtic Manor), 
Laurence Vargas (St Pierre) and 
Thomas Davies (Penrhos) to reach 
the final. There, he faced the number 
three qualifier, Joshua Davies from 
Celtic Manor, and won by one hole 
in a thrilling match. 

GO-S 




Dan Reynolds was sports 
person of the year. 


Warriors reverse slump 



PHOTOS BY 

JULIE 

HANCOCK 




ON a hot Sunday afternoon, the South 
Wales Warriors took on the Ipswich 
Cardinals. 

Both teams were heading into this game having 
played six and lost all six, it was a guarantee that it 
would be a hard game with both teams looking for 
their first win of the season and the game ended with 
the score South Wales Warriors 12, Ipswich 
Cardinals 7. 

Their next game is on August 3 away to London 
Blitz, with their final home game on August 10 when 
they welcome the Berkshire Renegades. 


Team looking 
for players 



THE Vale Ladies & 
Girls Football Club 
is on the lookout for 
new players, aged 
seven to 15, to join 
the club for the 
2013/14 season. 

The club, which 
launched just over a year 
ago, currently has more 
than 100 girls playing 
football each week and 
is based at the Colcot 
Sports Centre in Barry. 

The club offers free 
weekly training sessions 
during the summer in a 
fun, friendly environ¬ 
ment with fully qualified 


coaches, and players of 
all abilities are welcome 
to come and have a go. 

Any girls currently 
playing in local mixed 
football can also join, as 
the club plays in a sepa¬ 
rate league, with match 
days on Sundays from 
September. 

For more information 
contact 07832 273688, 
email: info® vale girls 
fc.co.ut, or go to the 
website: www.valegirls 
fc.co.uk 

LW 
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COTTRELL Park 
Golf Resort’s open 
week extravaganza 
tee’d off with 
Captains Day on 
Saturday, July 6, on 
the Mackintosh 

course. 

This year’s captains, 
Neil Evans and Tessa 
Matthews, enjoyed their 
day with 124 entrants. 

First place for the men 
was Adam Cooke with 
47 points and second 
place Ian Macpherson 
with 44 points. 

The longest drive for 
men was taken by Adam 
Keener and the nearest 
the pin by Gareth 
Gambling. 

First place for ladies 
was Brenda Margetts 
with 43 points, and sec¬ 
ond place Angela 
Padfield with 39 points. 

The longest drive was 
won by Kay Bradbury 
and nearest the pin by 


Angela Padfield. 

The day was complet¬ 
ed with a celebration 
evening function with 
presentation, buffet and 
entertainment. 

On Sunday, July 7, the 
Junior Open took place 
on the Mackintosh 
course with 55 entrants 
from various local golf 
clubs. 

The boys’ best gross 
and open champion was 
Oliver Brown from the 
Vale Resort with a score 
of 76. 

The girls’ best medal 
and open champion was 
Mollie Fewis from the 
Vale Resort with a score 
of 67. Erin Allinson 
from Cottrell Park Golf 
Resort won the girls’ best 
stableford with 37 points 
and Ben Morgan from 
Cottrell Park Golf Resort 
won the boys’ five-hole 
competition with 27 
points. 

The Seniors Open day 
attracted an amazing 223 


entrants! This event is 
now in its 15th year and 
continues to increase in 
popularity, attracting vis¬ 
itors from as far as 
Bristol and the Midlands 
to play on two 
Champion ship-main¬ 
tained courses. 

After the 18-hole indi¬ 
vidual stableford qualify¬ 
ing competition, Aneurin 
Jones from Cottrell Park 
Golf Resort was success¬ 
ful in the 55 - 67 year- 
old category with a score 
of 40 points on the 
Mackintosh course. 

John Floyd of Cottrell 
Park Golf Resort won the 
68-and-above category 
after playing the Button 
Gwinnett course and 
coming away with 41 
points. 

Fexus Cardiff were 
the main sponsors for the 
event, as part of their 
two-year principal part¬ 
nership with the leisure 
and golf destination. 

During the competi- 


Triples action sees 
Champions crowned 


ON Sunday, July 21, the 
Monkstone Petanque Club 
based at the Pen-y-Lan Bowls 
Club in Marlborough Road, 
Cardiff played host to the 2013 
National Triples 

Championship. 

The quarter-finals were hard fought 
games with the winners winning gen¬ 
erally by just 1 to 4 points, but the 
semi-finals were a more one-sided 


affair. 

The final saw Robic, Smith and 
Tomczyk again playing a positive tac¬ 
tical game, allowed them to build up 
an early lead, which stopped their 
opponents from scoring until late in 
the game. 

They took the title 13 - 2 in condi¬ 
tions normally reserved for competi¬ 
tions held in the south of France, the 
spiritual home of the sport. 

JS 


r 


tion Jon Owen of 
Pontypridd golf club 
achieved every golfer’s 
dream of a hole in one on 
hole 12 of the Button 
Gwinnett course and was 
duly awarded with a 
most generous prize from 
Fexus Cardiff. 

Thursday, July 11, was 
the ladies’ turn with 100 
entrants who teed off on 
the Mackintosh course 
and had refreshments 
provided in the halfway 
house. 

First prize went to 
Carolyn McKenzie of St 
Athan with 42 points, 
second prize to Karen 
James of the Vale Resort 
with 39 points and third 
prize Janet Beckerley of 
Bryn Meadows with 38 
points. 

Cottrell Park winner 
was Jen Thomas with 38 
points. 

Sam Edwards of 
Cottrell Park took the 0 - 
25 category longest drive 
and 20 - 36 category 
went to Carolyn 
McKenzie of St Athan. 
Dee Watkins of the Vale 
Resort got the nearest the 
pin. 

The Men’s open was 
held on Saturday, July 13 
with 120 entrants on the 
Mackintosh course. 

Again the halfway 
house provided refresh¬ 
ments and Cottrell Park 
Golf Resort certainly did 
well in the prizes I 

First prize went to 
John Cooper from 
Cottrell Park with 42 
points, second Adam 


Keenor from Cottrell 
Park with 41 points acb, 
third Mario DeAbreu 
from Cottrell Park with 
41 points acb and fourth 
Richie Bradshaw from 
Alice Springs with 41 
points acb. 

Fifth prize was Gareth 
Dummett from Cottrell 
Park with 40 points. The 
longest drive was won by 
Paul Wootton of Celtic 
Manor (30 yards from 
18th green) and nearest 
the pin by David Thomas 
of St Andrews Major, 8 
inches from the pin. 

The Open week finale 
was complete with the 
Mixed Open on Sunday, 
July 14, with a field of 
just under 80 entrants 
playing on the 
Mackintosh course. 

The winners were: 
first, Chris and Salah 
Skubala from Fangland 
Bay with 43 points, sec¬ 
ond prize went to Jo 
Pateman and Bill Bryce 
of Cottrell Park with 42 
points (decider on the 
last hole) and third prize 
went to Joan and Trevor 
Jenkinson of Weston 
Super Mare with 42 
points. 

The longest drive for 
the men was won by Bill 
Bryce of Cottrell Park 
and Fouise Case for the 
ladies again of Cottrell 
Park. Nearest the pin 
was won by Terry 
O’Connell of St. Mellons 
and Chris sie Crump of 
Glamorganshire. 

GO-S 


Golf 

boost 

TY Hafan, the hospice 
at Sully recently 
received a cheque for 
£9,135 following 
fundraising by 

Southerndown golf 
club captain Byron 
Evans and lady cap¬ 
tain Mandy Meier 
(pictured right) of 
Craig Penllyn, during 
their terms of office 
November 2011 to 
March 2013. 

Both captains are very 
supportive of Ty Hafan 
and the impressive dona¬ 
tion will boost the hos¬ 
pice, which needs to 
raise £3.3million each 
year to provide care and 
support for over 200 
young people and their 
families from across 
Wales. 

This is the second 
time Mandy has raised 
money to support Ty 
Hafan - in 1992 her 
donation was gratefully 
received towards the ini¬ 
tial building costs of over 
£3million. 

This time, Byron 
Evans raised an amazing 
£7,060 through holding 
an open day at the club 
and various other events 
and Mandy was support¬ 
ed by the ladies’ and vet¬ 
erans’ section and the 
Glamorgan Farmers Golf 
Society, who all donated 
generously to the addi¬ 
tional £2,075 she raised. 

Where would we be 
without the generous 
support of our faithful 
fundraisers, who last 


club’s £9,135 
for Ty Hafan 


a 


V 


I 


year raised £1.6million 
towards the Hospice run¬ 
ning costs, which 
allowed us to continue 
supporting 207 young 
people and their families. 

Up to the end of last 
year, 449 young people 
benefited from the serv¬ 


ices of the hospice and 
nearly 60 bereaved fami¬ 
lies still receive help and 
support. 

A very sincere thank 
you to Byron and Mandy 
and their supporters. 

Kay Davey (Ty 
Hafan Ambassador) 


ChipsAway 

Professional Quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

/Quick /Convenient /Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


PAUL JARVIS 

07904 

840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

or visit 

wvvw.chipsaway.co.uk 



EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 
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WE ARE OPEN; MONDAY • FRIDAY S.OOam - 5.30pm« SATURDAYS 8.00am > 4.00pm. VISA gp 
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10 MAZDA 5 2.0D Takara 5-Dr Estate. 
Met Black, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Air 
Con, CD Player, Alloys, 74k. 


£7,990 


10 VW Scirocco 1.4 TSi 3-Dr. White, 

1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, Climate Control, 
Alloys, 53k. 


£12,490 


08 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi (110) Sport 
5-Dr. Met Orange, (Diesel), Air Con, 
Alloys, CD Player, 91 k. 


£3,990 


09 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) 
Expression. Met Silver, (Diesel), FSH, 
Air Con, CD Player, 70 Mpg, 69k. 


£5,390 


03 AUDI TT 1.8T Ouattro 2-Dr (225). Met 
Blue, FSH, Full Blue Leather, 6 CD Player, 
Climate Control, Heated Seats, 68k. 


£5,490 





10 SEAT Leon 1.6TDi CR SE 5-Dr. 
Red, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Cruise 
& Climate Control, 78k. 


£7,490 


58 FORD Ka 1.3i Zetec (70) 3-Dr. 
Met Blue, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
Alloys, 15k. 


£3,490 


57 AUDI Q7 3.0 TDi Quattro Limited Edition, 5-Dr. 
Met Grey, (Diesel), Sat Nav, Parking Senors, FSH, 
Cruise & Climate Control & Much More, 84k. 



10 FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec S, 3-Dr. 
White, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Parking 
Sensor, Air Con, Alloys, 22k. 


£17,990 


£8,990 


10 Vauxhall Astra 1.8 WT Sport 2-Dr. 
Met Silver, FSH, 1 Owner, Air Con, 
CD Player, MFSW, 18k. 


£7,790 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk cF 6^3 2i^!lr ^ 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



MOT’S 



I All Repair Work 

* Undertaken At 
Competitive Prices 


I Car 

Servicing 



Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AJI^major 
www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 


VISA 


r 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


To Buyology To the 

Business Centre 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 





£7695 


09 59 Mercedes CLS 

£15695 


06 56 Mazda 6 | 

£5695 


1111 Honda Jazz | 

£9495 


09 59 PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0S Diesel Tiptronic. 34,380 miles, in black.£29,850 

06 06 MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£21,795 

08 08 MERCEDES SL 350 AUTO Designo. In black.£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

08 08 MERCEDES Benz C320 CDi Sport Auto. 65,020 miles, in silver .£15,995 

09 59 MERCEDES CLS 350cdi. 71,000 miles, in black.£15,695 

07 57 BMW 730D Auto. In silver .£13,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

07 07 AUDI TT 2.0 FSi. 55,800 miles, in silver.£12,995 

09 59 MITSUBISHI L200 Double Cab Warrior 2.5 Diesel. 54,900 miles, in black. £11,995+vat 

1111 CITROEN DS3 Diesel. In white .£11,695 

1111 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S. 3-dr, in frozen white .£9,995 

1111 RENAULT Twingo Sport 133. In black.£9,995 

09 59 FIAT 500C 1.4 Lounge. 22,310 miles, in white.£9,995 

09 09 VW Golf 2.0 TDi SE. 39,494 miles, in silver .£9,995 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6.13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

1111 HONDA Jazz 1.4 ES. 16,495 miles, in black.£9,495 

09 09 MIN11.6 Cooper. 31,814 miles, in black.£8,995 

06 56 BMW Z4 2.0 Sport. 66,487 miles, in grey.£8,995 

09 09 SEAT Altea 2.0 TDi Stylance. 28,450 miles, in blue.£8,795 

05 05 BMW 330 Ci Auto Convertible, in grey.£8,695 

09 09 HONDA Jazz 1.4 EX. 20,856 miles, silver.£7,995 

09 58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match Auto. In blue.£7,995 

10 60 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi Dynamique. 24,521 miles, in blue .£7,695 

12 62 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS. 23,034 miles, in red .£7,495 

1111 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi. 53,330 miles, in silver.£7,495 

08 08 MIN11.4 One. 33,960 miles, in red.£7,495 

06 56 MINI Cooper Cab. In blue.£7,495 

07 57 HONDA Civic 1.4 DSi ES Hybrid. 57,710 miles, in blue .£6,995 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£6,495 

09 09 NISSAN Micra 1.2. 25,870 miles, in beige .£5,995 

05 54 MINI Convertible 1.6 Cooper. 44,654 miles, in black.£5,995 

09 09 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Active. 39,566 miles, in blue.£5,695 

06 56 MAZDA 6 2.3T MPS AWD. 63,634 miles, in silver .£5,695 

1111 CHEVROLET Spark 1.0+. 12,550 miles, in red .£5,495 

08 08 FORD Fusion 1.6 Pius Auto. 18,116 miles, in blue.£5,495 

09 09 FIAT Fiorino 1.3 16v Multijet Van. 64,596 miles, in white.£4,995 + vat 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZC2. 39,566 miles, in black.£4,995 

08 08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Eleganza. 32,310 miles, in grey.£4,995 

04 04 HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CRTD CDX. 71,270 miles, in black.£4,995 

05 54 CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Auto. 65,010 miles, in blue.£4,695 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230. 88,630 miles, in silver.£4,495 

04 04 PEUGEOT 307CC 2.0 Auto. 76,620 miles, in silver.£3,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi. 75,430 miles, in silver.£3,695 

03 03 MGTF 1.8. 30,990 miles, in silver .£2,809 




£7495 


09 09 Mini 1.6 Cooper 

£8995 


06 56 BMW Z4 

£8995 


08 08 Ford Fusion 

£5495 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a great deal more! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk FonowusonPacebookin 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, etc. 

£16,995 


57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 
Exclusive Convertible 

In black, 66,000 miles 

£4,995 



60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 
SZ3 

3-Dr, in burnt orange, 20,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£6,495 



10 PEUGEOT 107 Millesim 
Edition 

In white , 12,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, alloys 

£5,995 


09 TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 

3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 miles 

£6,495 


04 MERCEDES C320 SE 
Automatic Sport Coupe 

Silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc 

£5,495 


09 FORD Fiesta 
Zetec S 1.6 

In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 2 owners 

£7,295 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list £54,995 
VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT in white, 43,000 miles with 

sunroof, etc .£16,995 

FORD Galaxy 2.0 Diesel Zetec. In met grey, 37,000 

miles. 7-seater.£13,995 

NISSAN Juke 1.6 Tekna in black with black leather, 

7,000 miles. Under Nissan warranty.£11,995 

JAGUAR X-Type Sovereign 2.2 Diesel Auto. In Jaguar 
racing green with luxury interior. This car looks superb . 

.£8,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.3 ES Automatic 5-dr. In met silver, 

17,000 miles, under Honda warranty .£8,495 

VW Golf 1.6TDi S 5-dr. In met grey, 71,000 miles, diesel 

hatch at .£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S. In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 

2 owners .£7,295 

TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR In met, 59,900 miles, 

very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto, in met blue, 

31,000 mile diesel at .£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.£6,495 

FORD Fusion 1.6 Titanium. In met blue, 28,000 miles, 

very nice example at .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Millesim Edition in white. 12,000 miles. 

1 owner with a/c, alloys .£5,995 

HYUNDAI i20 Comfort 1248cc 5-dr in met silver, 

22,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,795 

MAZDA 3 Takhra 1.6 Automatic in light met blue, 

36,000 miles .£5,695 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec Blue 3-dr. In met silver, 

51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 

50,000 miles. Stylish hatch.£5,495 

TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 VVTi XT3 3-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

4x4 at.£5,495 

MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc . . . .£5,495 
SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,295 

NISSAN Micra 1.6 Acenta Convertible in silver, 20,000 

miles .£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. In red, 62,000 miles 

.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible. In black, 

66,000 miles .£4,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia Automatic. In met grey, low 

mileage, local example at.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 3-dr. In met-blue, 72,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Breeze in black, 38,000 miles, 

a/c, alloys.£4,695 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 3-dr in met blue, 28,000 

miles. Low insurance .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Automatic 3-dr. In black, 

37,000 miles .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 407 1.6 Diesei SE Estate. In silver, 71,000 
miles, full glass roof .£4,495 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£54,995 


06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 

70,000 miles, a/c, alloys.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’ in chilli red with white roof, 84,000 

miles, 1 owner with chilli pack, xenons, etc.£4,395 

06 SEAT Ibiza 1.9 Diesei Sport 3-dr in black, 62,000 miles, 

1 owner .£4,295 

59 CHEVROLET Matiz SE (new model) in met orange, 

18,000 miles with a/c.£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style Climate 5-dr. In glacier 
silver, 67,000 miles, £30 road tax, CD, Air Con . .£3,995 
06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In glacier blue, 61,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£3,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-dr. In met purple, 59,000 

miles, with a/c, alloys, etc.£3,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.6T Titanium 3-dr in met blue, 41,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

03 MINI Cooper in silver with black roof, 65,000 miles. Very 

nice example at .£3,995 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic. In sand 

met. Low mileage example at.£3,695 

54 VW Passat 1.9TDi (130) Trendline in silver, 66,000 

miles, 2 owners .£3,695 

04 FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Automatic Zetec. In 

moonstone blue, 75,000 miles.£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,295 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T3 VVTi 3-dr in silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch at .£3,295 

56 PEUGEOT 1007 Dolce 1.4 Automatic In met. orange, 

33,000 miles with electric sliding doors .£2,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.8 Edge 3-dr. In ice silver, 72,000 miles 

with alloys, cd.£2,995 

05 SKODA Superb 1.9 Diesel Comfort. In silver, 103,000 

miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia Automatic in black with black 

leather, 71,000 miles .£2,995 

53 MERCEDES A140 SE LWB in silver, 20,000 miles, 1 
owner, FSH .£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr. In black, 84,000 miles with 

alloys, air con etc.£2,995 

03 DAIHATSU Terios Tundra 1.3 5-Dr. Blue/Silver with 

beige interior, 63,000 miles, 4x4.£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible in black with silver decals. 
34,000 miles, low insurance and £30 road tax . .£2,995 

54 PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi 3-dr. In black with half 

leather trim. Economical and quick.£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-dr in light met blue, 85,000 

miles. Ideal famil hatch.£2,795 

52 TOYOTA Yaris 1.5T-Sport. In met gold, 59,000 miles, 

superb example at .£2,795 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full 

leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

03 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Elegance 5-dr. In met burgundy, 

56,000 miles, 2 owners .£2,495 

04 FORD Ka Collection. In aqua silver, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,395 

04 RENAULT Megane Expression 16v 5-dr in black, 

65,000 miles. Ideal family hatch.£2,295 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 

a/c, heated seats etc .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Arnica 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,695 



X-Typf 

Sovereign 2.2 Diesei Auto 

In Jaguar racing green with luxury 
interior. This car looks superb. 

£8,995 



59 FORD Fusion 
1.6 Titanium 

Met blue, 28,000 miles, 
very nice example 

£6,495 



07 PEUGEOT 1007 Dolce 
1.4 Automatic 

Met orange, 33,000 miles, electric sliding doots 

£2,995 



60 HONDA Jazz 1.3 ES 
Automatic 5-dr. 

Metallic silver. 17,000 miles. 
UnderHonda warranty 

£8,495 


RBC 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

ection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLI • AH CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH AAAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


» black lors 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Economy Service Manufecturer Specficalion Service 


Genuine Oil Filter & Mobil orCastroi Oil 
\^ide Safety Check & Inspection 
Ruid Check &Top Ups 
Complementary 
ManufactunerTrainedTechnicians 



ONLY £60 


Genuine Fferts & Hghesl QualtyOis 

Exaciy the same checks as perfomied by the Main Deel^ 

Comptementaiy Air-Con Anti Bacterial Service 

Free Luxury Courtesy Car orN^ide Cdection & Drop Off 

FuVN^hicleV^ hduclng MandV^Ming 

DiagrTostic Cocle Scan & DTC log l^irTtoU 

Vtok ^^ri rx]< iri^oldate your New a Used CarV^tfTanty 

Rices specific to ViBhicie, please call for a price talored to ycxr car 

V\/hatw 0 ir»clude in ourbasepnoevkould on aNwage cost over C300 extra 
at the dealer usng the same tods by staff that used to work at those same deelers. 


SLRVICINO lAILOHEOTOYOUH CAM LXCLLDING MANUIACTURLRS HLGUiRLMLNrS LXCLLDINGYOUH £Xf*EC‘AIlONS 



, l^ltlTGheGk- Just Call In 

^From-Just£60 


PORSCHE - AUDI - VW - SEAT- SKODA 

VAGGFlOUP 


3MW - IVIIFII MERCEDES - SMART 

aOA'eROLP DAIMLER AG 


JAGUAR 

JLRGRCUP 


PROCUT Disc Skim 
The Ultimate in Braking 

BE&JTOLDVOU NEED NEW DISCS? 

DON’T UKE THE PRICE? 

WHYRWRDR NEW DISCS VWEN WE CAN 
RESTOREVOUR DtSCSTD NEW CONDITION 

- RESURFACING OF DISC 

- REMC>/ESANyWARRNG 

- RESTORES aSClONBAf 

- UUIMATEFWFORMANCE 

- BETTERVAUUE FOR MONEY 

- ASUSBDBYPORSCHE 


moM 



Diagnostics Laser Alignment MOT Test 

FROM £25 FROM £35 

Delphi Air Con Servicing 
The Full Package 

Advanced Mdstuie Fterrxxel 
Fii Regas 

CompressorOI FlenewBl 
Anti Bacterial Adcfbve 
Leak Detection AdcilMe 
Ntoogen Leak Detection 


FROM 







Deutsche AutoTeknik - For German Cars 

5 WcKXlham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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The Pencoed Phoenix 
enjoy a day by the sea! 




THE Pencoed Phoenix squad 
and supporters arrived and 
soon there were looks of disbe¬ 
lief on their faces at the sight of 
the beach pitches underwater, 
the tide at its highest since the 
inception of the Beach Rugby 
Wales competition at Swansea 
Bay. 

However the tide soon turned with 
the organisers swiftly marking up the 
three pitches with their adaptable hard 
brushes. 

Try values in the tournament are two 
points for a touchdown within the try 
scoring central zone, and a one point 
try anywhere else in the try scoring 
area. 

Phoenix moved into the semi-finals 
with comfortable wins over Barry Sea 
View and first-time visitors Warley 
Swans from the west Midlands, record¬ 
ing 6-0 results in both matches. 

Against Sea View Sam Trickey and 
Natalie O'Shea got two point tries with 
Lowri Reeves and Amy Stevens also 
getting touchdowns. 

Phoenix were quickly off the mark 
against Warley, Charlotte Mundy scor¬ 
ing in the opening minute with a ‘two 
pointer’ on the intercept. Sarah Hughes 
then snapped up a loose ball and sped 
away barefooted for another two point 
try, before Mundy wrapped up matters 


with her second interception try (two 
points), this fast becoming her forte. 

The semi-final against Pontyclun 
opened in dramatic fashion, Mundy 
again intercepting in the opening 
minute; alas on this occasion just 
unable to make the try line. 

Phoenix were more than holding 
their own in this form of the game 
against their experienced Premier 
League opponents, but unfortunately 
for Phoenix a chance broke for the 
quickest Pontyclun player who sprint¬ 
ed clear for the solitary try. 

Phoenix on the balance of play had 
come agonisingly close to a place in 
the cup final, and can reflect on a fine 
tournament with all members of the 
squad playing their part. 

The Pencoed Phoenix squad now 
prepare in earnest for the forthcoming 
league campaign, their preparations 
include hosting Gorseinon Ladies and 
Maesteg Celtic Ladies in competition 
on Sunday, August 18. 

Phoenix welcome anyone interested 
in women's rugby, experienced or oth¬ 
erwise, to join their squad, and join 
them in the club’s 125th anniversary 
season celebrations. 

Contact Pencoed RFC on 01656 
860152 for further details. 

TR 



Nealon lords 
the loo seat! 


The annual 
Blacksmiths ‘closed’ 
golf competition 
took place recently 
at the superbly pre¬ 
sented RAF St 
Athan golf club. 

Roy Whitehouse's 
organisational skill 
ensured a good day was 
enjoyed by all, and 
starters Paddy Joy and 
Dai Price saw participants 
away on time and provided 
alcoholic sustenance after the front nine! 

Third in the stableford comp was Bill Aspinall 
with 36 points, close behind Jamie on 37. Winner, 
however, was last year's victor Gary Nealon (pic¬ 
tured), who came in with 43 points and collected 
the much coveted loo seat trophy together with a 
fine statuette kindly made and donated by Irene 
Tew. 

Nealon also took nearest the pin while Stu 
McKay took longest drive. Players returned to an 
evening meal and presentations at the Blacksmiths 
to round off the day, with thanks to Andy Wilkie 
for providing a number of prizes. 



Bridgend 
teenager 
sets sights 
on Rio 2016 



ABOVE: Cellan Hall 


A TEENAGER 

with his sights set 
on the Paralympics 
2016 in Rio, has 
enjoyed a week of 
work experience at 
the diocesan office 
at Coychurch, 
Bridgend. 

Cellan Hall (15), who 
is a member of the GB 
development squad and 
the Welsh team, trains up 
to five times a week - 
fitting the sessions 
around studying for 11 
GCSEs at Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
Bridgend. 

Four years ago while 
on holiday, Cellan, who 
has cerebral palsy, took 
up wheelchair table ten¬ 
nis and within a few 
years was representing 
his country. He now 
trains at Laleston 
Community Hall, the 
YMCA in Bridgend, and 
the YMCA in Cardiff. 

He is representing 
Welsh Schools in the UK 
School Games in 
September and next 
month is travelling to 
Slovenia, to train with 
the GB development 
squad. 

Fundraising events by 
family and friends have 
raised nearly £5,000 this 


year to help pay for his 
training costs. 

While on work expe¬ 
rience, Cellan, who is 
considering studying 
astrophysics in the 
future, spent some time 
in the accounts depart¬ 
ment and also looked at 
the new website. 

“I really enjoyed my 
work experience and 
catching two buses by 
myself to get there was 
an experience in itself,” 


said Cellan, of Garfield 
Avenue, Bridgend. 

Diocesan secretary 
Peter Atkins said: “It 
was a pleasure to have 
Cellan with us for the 
week; he did some valu¬ 
able work for us. We 
wish him every success 
for the future in both his 
career and his sporting 
endeavours.” 

To follow Cellan’s 
sporting progress visit 
WWW. cellanhall. co. uk. 


Efficient victory for 
the Cavs first XI 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Cavaliers 1st XI travelled to 
Felinfoel for the fourth and 
last game against the opposi¬ 
tion in the latest round of 
SWCA league matches. 

James Snelson won an important 
toss, bearing in mind the poor weather 
forecast, and elected to insert the 
opposition. Felinfoel were bowled out 
for 121 in 43.2 overs with Andrew 
Thomas top scoring with 36. 

All the Cavs bowlers bowled well; 
Jimbo Thomas 7-2-23-4, Jono Cheal 
7.2-0-17-2, Julian Griffiths 8-2-26-2, 
James Snelson 7-1-10-1, Adrian 
Ashton 6-2-15-1 and Gareth Hughes 
8-2-20-0 all putting in good perform¬ 
ances. 

The Cavs needed to try and get the 
runs as soon as possible with the rain 
due to set in and did so, scoring 122 
for 3 in 20.5 overs with Julian 
Griffiths top scoring with 49 not out, 
James Snelson 34, Harry Withers 19 
and Jake McNaughton 17 not out also 
making valuable contributions. 

Dave Snelson’s match summary 
was a very efficient win, good tight 
bowling, good sensible batting, excel¬ 
lent fielding, great team effort and 
massive commitment. The Cavs look 
forward to playing host to Kidwelly 
next week in the third of a series of 
league matches. 

The Cavs 2nd XI played host to top 
of the table Felinfoel in the reverse 


league fixture, with the opposition 
winning the toss and asking the Cavs 
to bat first. 

The Cavs totalled 177 for 7 from 
their 40 overs with Lewis Collins top 
scoring with 80 not out, assisted by a 
fine 32 from Phil Harris. luean Petty 
(10-1-58-4) took the bowling honours 
for Felinfoel. 

After a fine tea the Cavs took to the 
field with persistent rain setting in 
from the early overs and unfortunately 
blighting the whole innings, making 
conditions and the ball less than ideal. 

That said Felinfoel batted very 
well, scoring 178 for 4 off 27.2 overs, 
with Corey Griffiths top scoring with 
60, with 20-plus contributions from 
three other batsmen cementing 
Felinfoel’s league position with the 
team also appreciative of the Cavs 
sportsmanship in staying out and 
completing the game in the condi¬ 
tions. 

Alex Harris (10-1-61-3) took the 
bowling honours for the Cavs as they 
now look forward to their next match 
with a trek to Kidwelly. 

The Cavs would like to thank their 
sponsors Simons Plaice, Anthony 
Brown Estate Agents, Chiropodist Roz 
Couzens, Accesstraining.co.uk, Red 
Dragon Computers, Llantwit Major 
Autocentre, Jaipur Bangladeshi & 
Indian Cuisine and Nathaniel for their 
much appreciated sponsorship of the 
club. DMC 
































